
For Christians, the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem represents the victory of light 
over darkness, joy over sadness, hope 
over despair, love over hatred, peace over 
conflict, gratitude over misery, obedience 
over disobedience, and order over chaos. 
The birth of Jesus Christ, Son of God, son 
of Mary, brings profound goodness to our 
world – each year and all year. And it 
happened because Mary and Joseph 
listened for God’s direction in their lives 
and were open to God’s prompting. 

This Christmas we have an opportunity to 
go back to the heart of Christmas. After 
another challenging year of lockdowns, 
fear, dislocation, and disorientation we 
are all daily in need for “words of hope”. If 
the Christmas story does not address that 
need, I do not know what does. 
 
In our efforts to be creative, to innovate 
and to break through the tinsel into the 
heart of Christmas, we usually use a lot of 
energy and imagination, but sometimes 

wonder what it all achieved. Perhaps we 
need to keep it simple, tell the story, invite 
people to hear it afresh, and discover 
again what it looks like for light to come 
into the world and not be overcome. Not 
clever, not zappy, not all-consuming; just 
straightforward, simple, and clear. 
 
We are all weary from the pandemic and 
from the stresses and restrictions which it 
has brought to our lives. As I write this 
there are talks of other challenges to our 
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Christmas celebrations; energy price rises and 
restricted food choices to name but two. And 
then, on top of that, our Church of England is 
facing many financial challenges with some 
dioceses planning to reduce, sometimes quite 
radically, the level of stipendiary ministry 
available to our parishes. It is no wonder that 
joy can seem a long way from our lives at 
times.  
 
However, we should never forget that, when we 
fall short, God shows us the way, and that 
often happens when we least expect it. And 
this God-given season of Advent does exactly 
that for us. It represents a welcome period of 
reflection and preparation for that Christmas 
joy which we long for and which, I should add, 
comes to us quite independently of all the 
commercial pressures associated with the 
modern-day celebration of  Christmas in the 
western world.  
We keep reading that Christmas is cancelled if 
we cannot get our ‘pigs in blankets’ or the full 
choice of luxury mince pies or of free-range 
turkey or of state-of-the-art toys shipped in 
from China. We know that not to be the real 
Christmas. In fact, it would make a pleasant 
change to celebrate Christmas free from those 
commercial pressures.   
 
So, what form should our Advent reflections 
and preparations take? The answer is many 
and varied and that you should do what works 
for you. It may be through participation in 
weekday liturgies or through reading extracts 
from the New Testament or through donations 
to your local foodbank. It is up to you, of 
course. If I may, I would like to offer you a 
selection of some of the good things we stand 
for as The Society and, in doing that, I hope all 
our parishes and their supporters may find 
cause for optimism, even joy. 
 
Let me start in a slightly surprising place. It is 
always sad to lose the services of brother 
bishops in active ministry, particularly at short 
notice, but what can seem like a problem can 
be turned into something positive. Since the 
departure of Bishop Jonathan Goodall in 
September to join the Roman Catholic Church 
and the impending retirement of Bishop Glyn 
Webster at Epiphany, we shall enter 2022 with 
two Principal Episcopal Visitor (PEV) roles 
available for Society priests to fill.  
 
The Sees of Beverley and of Ebbsfleet 
represent a wonderful opportunity for two of 

our very many talented and dedicated Society 
priests. I know that Society parishes in those 
areas will be greatly looking forward to meeting 
their new bishops in due course and we pray 
that suitable candidates can be identified as 
soon as possible.  
 
We should not forget that we now have Society 
priests who were not born when the vote on 
the ordination of women as priests took place 
in 1992. While we do of course greatly regret 
some of the fallout from that vote, we should 
not forget that we have a workable settlement 
which allows us to live out a Catholic life in the 
Church of England. It is down to us to make the 
most of the resources and gifts which God has 
given us within our national church. 
 
Central to our calling is the Gospel command 
to share our faith and to do so joyfully. That is 
why The Society developed its ‘Forming 
Missionary Disciples’ strategy a few years ago, 
including the development of a rule of life for 
the laity in Society parishes. The Society 
bishops, with +Philip North in the lead in this 
instance, have agreed that now is the right 
time to move to the implementation of this 
mission strategy and have appointed Fr David 
D’Silva to be The Society’s first National 
Missioner. This is an exciting opportunity for all 
of us and we are especially pleased that the 

Church of England has seen fit to fund the post 
in full for an initial period of two years. 
 
Fr David has wasted no time in getting going 
and is playing a key role in an initiative which is 
central to our mission strategy. That initiative is 
an exploration of Fr James Mallon’s ‘Divine 
Renovation’ resource as a mean of starting 
conversations and actions around mission 
across all Society parishes. We shall start with 
100 or so Society priests working through the 
material but, over time, the ideas will fan out, 
we trust, across our entire constituency. 
 
We have met, and will continue to meet, 
challenges in what we do. We are a 
constituency within a national church in an 
ever more secular society and life is unlikely to 
be straightforward for us or for any other 
Christians in this country in the coming years. 
But we do know that we have so much to be 
thankful for in the Faith which we have 
inherited, and which is our duty and our joy to 
share with others. 
 
I wish you all a happy and holy Christmas, 
abundant with the joy of the Incarnation. 
 
The Rt Revd Tony Robinson SSC is Chairman of 
The Society’s Council of Bishops 
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The Bishop of Wakefield, 
the Right Reverend Tony 

Robinson, with a Christmas 
card sent to more than 

65,000 householders in the 
city as part of a package 

to bring comfort and joy. A 
giant version of the card  
will also be displayed on  

two digital vans.

PICTURE: JAMES HARDISTY

MATT HANCOCK: He described 
people who fled London in packed 
trains as ‘irresponsible’.

Death toll now 
rises to 67,401
THE GOVERNMENT yesterday 
said 326 more people had 
died within 28 days of testing

EU states ban flights as mutant Covid 
strain calls a halt to Christmas for 18m

Europe shuts 
down travel 
from Britain 
COUNTRIES IN Europe last night 
banned travellers from Britain 
after the new coronavirus muta-
tion prompted tighter Christmas 
restrictions.

The EU shutdown came as  
people who fled London for  
Yorkshire were branded “total-
ly irresponsible” by the Health  
Secretary.

Boris Johnson effectively can-
celled Christmas for almost 18m 
people on Saturday night, an-
nouncing a new Tier 4 for London 
and the South-East and restrict-
ing Christmas bubbles to one day 
only across the rest of England.

Despite people now living in 
Tier 4 being told not to travel un-
less it was vital, Eurostar tick-
ets sold out in less than an hour 
yesterday before France banned 
travellers from the  UK. 

Belgium, Italy and the Nether-
lands also announced a block on 
flights carrying passengers from 
the UK and Germany was report-
edly considering similar moves.

Austria and the Czech Repub-
lic were also imposing new meas-
ures against UK flights.

And Ireland slapped restric-

way promised a review of their 
policy of selling only on-the-day 
tickets for services.

On BBC’s The Andrew Marr 
Show yesterday, Mr Hancock said 
of the huge getaway from London: 
“I think those scenes were totally 
irresponsible. 

“We have all got a responsibil-
ity. We in Government of course 

have a responsibility but so does 
every single person. The plea that 
I have is that people will play their 
part because it is only by acting, 
all of us, that we can get this un-
der control.”

Transport Secretary Grant 
Shapps said extra police would 
be deployed to “ensure only those 
who need to take essential jour-
neys can travel safely”.

Public Health England’s Dr 
Susan Hopkins said she hoped 
travellers would reduce their 
contacts for the next few days to 
avoid spreading coronavirus. 

She said: “I understand peo-
ple’s wish to get home to their 
families and loved ones they may 
live with on a normal day-to-day 
basis and wanted to get out of 
London. 

“I hope that when they go to 
wherever they are moving to 
they reduce their social contacts 
and don’t contact anyone outside 
their household for the next 10 
days, as that will help minimise 
the risk of transmission to other 
parts of the country.”

But she warned that the new 
strain had already been found in 
all parts of England. 

Dr Hopkins said: “It has been 
detected in many other parts of 
the country Every region has cas-

GERALDINE SCOTT
WESTMINISTER CORRESPONDENT

 ■Email: geraldine.scott@jpimedia.co.uk
 ■Twitter: @Geri_E_L_Scott
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Five years ago at an Ebbsfleet Lay Congress the 
then Archdeacon Missioner of Coventry Diocese, 
Morris Rodham, introduced the Natural Church 
Development approach to growing healthy 
churches which has been a key part of his 
Diocese’s strategy for the last decade. Emerging 
from a worldwide academic study into the 
characteristics of churches, it has identified eight 
key areas, the Eight Essential Qualities, shared by 
all church communities, and further identified the 
key characteristics of churches that experience 
growth. The basic principle is that healthy things 
grow and unhealthy things decline. This resonated 
with Lay Congress participants, and Ebbsfleet 
Churches in Coventry Diocese have found this 
approach to be very stimulating and helpful for 
PCCs as they have developed their own vision for 
the future. In short it ensures congregations build 
on rock and not on sand. Thanks to central funding 
via the Strategic Development Fund this work is 
being rolled out across the Ebbsfleet Area by Fr 
Gary Ecclestone the Ebbsfleet Healthy Churches 
Mentor.  
 
So what are the Eight Essential Qualities? 
 
1. Leadership that is Empowering: all 
leaders in the church intentionally seek to identify, 
train and empower other leaders, giving them 
responsibility for people and ministries, and 
rejoicing when they do better than they do! 
Empowering leaders explain, motivate and liberate 
through mentoring and on-the-job training. 

 
2. Ministry that is Gift Based: Every 
individual is unique, and serving the Kingdom of 
God both within and outside the church is based 
on a person’s gifts and skill. Gift-based Ministry 
helps people identify their particular and unique 
God-given passions, gifts, skills and personality 
which enables them to serve in a way that changes 
the world for the better.  
 
3. Spirituality that is Passionate: The word 
‘Passionate’ has its root in ‘suffering’ and self-
sacrifice. So a Passionate Spirituality is prepared to 
suffer for the sake of others. It is a spirituality that 
is authentic and real, which hungers for God and 
has a vibrancy of faith. People have a strong 
relationship with Christ, nurtured through prayer, 
worship and spiritual disciplines including 
sacrificial giving.  
 
4. Structures that are Effective: The 
structures exist to enable the church to function 
effectively and for the 8 Essential Qualities to 
flourish. The ministries of the church have clear 
purposes and members understand the church’s 

mission. Effective Structures are flexible, able to 
adapt and change as necessary to facilitate further 
growth.  
 
5. Worship which is Inspiring: This is about 
quality rather than style. It will be a high point of 
the week, and is so inspiring people will want to 
bring along people who do not have a Christian 
faith to experience it. Visitors who come are able to 
enjoy the experience. Inspiring worship is 
transformative … people’s lives benefit from the 
experience! 

 
6. Small Groups which are Holistic: A Small 
Group is any church group which is small, defined 
by its size rather than its function. So it can include 
bible study groups but also groups like the PCC, the 
MU, the choir or altar servers team, in fact any 
group that is small! In Holistic Small Groups the 8 
qualities are in evidence and members are enabled 
to use their gifts. 
 
7. Evangelism which is Need-Oriented: is 
seen in people and Christian communities, 
involved in meeting the real needs of the people of 
the parish, especially the poor and isolated. Church 
members are able to talk naturally about their 
faith, sharing it with others at the appropriate 
moment. And people have opportunities to explore 
the Christian faith.  
 
8. Relationships which are Loving are 
characterised by a fun, welcoming and forgiving 
atmosphere. Healthy churches were shown to have 
a lot of laughter in them. The church is welcoming, 
accessible and inclusive and reflects the wider 
community. Forgiveness is the starting point of 
Christian faith and is reflected in relationships that 
are loving, affirming and encouraging. 
 
Fr Gary is available as an external advisor to talk to 
incumbents, churchwardens in vacancy and to 
PCCs and congregations in the Ebbsfleet Area 
about the Healthy Churches approach to church 

growth. The process includes a congregational 
questionnaire and Fr Gary is available to support 
PCCs as they analyse their survey data and look to 
develop strategies both to celebrate that which is 
discovered to be good and areas revealed as being 
in need of development. He can visit in person or 
attend meetings via Zoom. 
 
Fr Garry Ecclestone 
 
Fr Giles Orton is vicar of St Anne’s, Derby which 
was the first parish to work with Fr Gary and he 
writes:  
 
Our congregation were very happy to fill in the 
questionnaires and interested in the results. These 
offered no huge surprises, though I was pleasantly 
relieved that my sermons were reasonably 
appreciated! 
 
We used the results as the basis for a further 
mission planning exercise in which a number of 
further volunteers were happy to join the PCC. The 
survey results were considered and accepted as a 
good reflection, making it much easier for us to 
prioritise our actions for the year ahead. 
 
The NCD project has not offered immediate 
solutions to all our challenges. But it has been very 
helpful in involving all the congregation, showing 
that everyone's views matter and in pulling us 
together to a common understanding of what we 
need to be doing - as well as affirming us in our 
understanding, and valuing, of what we are and 
what we are already doing well, and can therefore 
build upon. 
 
Alison Cruickshank is Churchwarden at Good 
Shepherd, Chard in Somerset 
 
We have just received the results of our survey. We 
feel reassured that, while there is room for 
improvement, we have much to 
celebrate. We are holding a ‘Healthy Churches 
Weekend’ in Advent, when the whole congregation 
will be involved in making plans to address our 
weaknesses and challenges, as well as 
celebrating what we have already achieved. 
As a parish in vacancy, we feel that the Healthy 
Churches Initiative will help us determine our vision 
for the future. This, in turn, will guide us as we go 
through the process of appointing our next parish 
priest. 
 

Ebbsfleet Healthy Churches Initiative

Members of the Good Shepherd, Chard’s Planning 
Group meeting Fr Gary via Zoom 

Fr Simon Sayer and the PCC at All Saints with St Michael, Shrewsbury after their PCC Day with Fr Gary in September: 
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In his book ‘Faith of our Fathers’ Eamon Duffy 
begins the preface with the words; “Catholics 
have always attributed a special value to their 
Church’s past, for they believe that the saving 
truth of God is encountered not merely in the 
pages of the Bible, but in the proclamation, 
worship and shared experience of the Christian 
community – that complex expression of lived 
faith which we call the tradition.”  
 
My dear brothers and sisters the Church is old! 
This can be something easily forgotten in a 
world dominated by new technologies, new 
ideas, even a new new new normal! Even more 
frightening is that this can seemingly be 
forgotten in the Church. How many of us cringe 
when we hear the words “new diocesan 
strategy” “new evangelisation” “new patterns 
of worship” “new ways of being church” For 
many of us these phrases cause heart 
palpitations and a breaking out of cold sweat. 
Why is this? Is it because as traditionalists we 
hate change? Does being a traditionalist mean 
that we are incapable of meeting the demands 
made upon us by ever limited diocesan 
finances or dwindling congregations? I say no! 
We are uncomfortable with the “new” word 
because we know that the Church is old, and 
that’s a good thing! 
 
We as traditionalist bask in the glories of the 
last 2000 years of Christian witness, doctrine, 
practise, and worship. Not because we hate 
what’s new but because what’s old has worked 
and continues to work! Parishes with dedicated 
Priests and devoted lay people offering the holy 
sacrifice of the mass and living out the truths 
experienced there has changed the world and 
continues to change it. The Church is old, it has 
already faced more persecution, famine, 
plague and scandal, than we could ever dream 
of. The traditions of our ancient faith which 
have produced saints galore continue to 
provide meaning and salvation in our complex 
and often broken lives.  
 
This might seem rich coming from the Society’s 
First National Missioner, (first and new seem to 

go hand in hand!) My friends the call from God 
which each and everyone of us has answered 
to be a traditionalist in the Church of England is 
essentially to be a resource for change, by 
reminding those around us that the Church is 
old and has already overcome far greater 
obstacles than the ones we face today. And she 
overcame them by embracing “the faith that 
was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 

3.2) by sticking to her traditions. Not by diluting 
the faith but by empowering those who live a 
life in the light of Christ, and emboldening them 
to share that light with those who live in 
darkness; so they might come and share in the 
experience of the Christian Community. This 
brothers and sisters is what I believe God is 

calling the National Missioner to do. To walk 
alongside our Parishes, our people, our clergy 
and do everything I can to help empower 
traditionalists to be a prophetic voice in our 
world and our church. 
 
We will no doubt engage with new diocesan 
strategies, with new evangelisation and the 
new ways of being church, and do so with gusto 
because the Church is old and the old 
traditions: Mass, Rosary, the Office, the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, devotion to Our 
Lady and the Saints can and will be presented 
in new ways and new contexts because 
traditionalists are a resource for change. Not 
because we recreate everything on a whim, but 
because we stick to the faith handed onto us 
by the Apostles and their successors.  
 
Jean-Yves Bordier a butter maker in Brittany, 
France says of his butter making technique: 
“We work with yesterday’s technique but with 
today’s living milk … the goal is not to find the 
butter of 1857.”  The same is true for us; the 
technique of our faith harkens back over 2000 
years but we do so with and in a modern world. 
The goal isn’t to pretend that we live in a 
bygone age but to restore and perpetuate “the 
quality of our ancestors, but living in the world 
today.”      
 
Fr David D’Silver

The Church is old!

“The traditions of 
our ancient faith 
which have 
produced saints 
galore continue to 
provide meaning 
and salvation in our 
complex and often 
broken lives.”
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A UNIQUE YEAR AT ENGLAND’S NAZARETH BUT 
WITH EXCITING PLANS IN PLACE FOR 2022!

We have all experienced some very strange times 
over the last two years, not least when the Shrine 
had to close its doors to pilgrims. However, 
thanks be to God, the Shrine was able to fully re-
open during the summer and after a long and 
painful eighteen-month period, on 21st July 
2021, we once again were able to have a 
procession of Our Lady. Many pilgrims that night  
had a tear in their eye as we joyfully sang, ‘Ave 
Ave Ave Maria! Ave Ave Ave Maria!’ 
 
Despite the pandemic and the various 
restrictions that we have all had to abide by, the 
Shrine did still manage to host a variety of joyful 
celebrations in 2021. While the National 
Pilgrimage had to once again be a virtual 
experience, we were still pleased to install our 
newest Guardian of the Holy House, Dr Sonia 
Dore. 
 
Please note that the National Pilgrimage for next 
year will take place on Monday 2nd May 2022; 
this change is due to the Queen’s Jubilee taking 
place at the end of the month. This will be the 
first National Pilgrimage since 2019 where we 
can all come together and it is set to be a most 
joyful, special and momentous day. 
 
The Pandemic also meant that once again this 
year our Children’s and Youth Ministry had to 
move online, something that has its challenges, 
but also many benefits. One benefit being that 
groups who have never been to one of our 
special pilgrimages before got a taste of what 
they are like, and they are now keen to bring their 
children and young people to Walsingham to take 
part in person! We have also reached many more 
young pilgrims who are keen to find out more 
and our older pilgrims have equally enjoyed the 
content just as much! 
 
The Walsingham Youth Pilgrimage was online this 
year for the second year running and was 
entitled ‘Inseparable - Friends for Life’. The week 
explored the theme of Christian friendship, with 
its ups and downs, helping young people to look 
to Christ as a model to be the best friends 
possible. This year the Shrine encouraged groups 

to meet in person and take part as a group. As 
well as daily videos there was an activity booklet, 
a booklet of suggested sessions for groups and 
also resources for celebrating Mass. This year 
each morning worship session was led by a 
different youth group from across the country as 
we tried to encourage as many young people as 
possible to lead and take part.  
 
We are delighted to announce that our first in-
person Youth Pilgrimage since 2019 will take 
place next year from 1st- 5th August 2022. It is 
sure to be a very special week so please do 
consider bringing your young people along. 
 
The Children’s Pilgrimage also took place online 
in 2021 and explored the theme 'Footsteps of 
Faith' and was a weekend of lively worship, music 
and stories combined with activities to do at 
home. During the weekend the children 
discovered that feet are important in 
Walsingham and, when we visit, we are treading 
in the footsteps of countless pilgrims. Feet are 
also mentioned in the Bible many times and the 
children explored some of the stories in the Bible 
where feet are important.  
 

In 2022 the Children’s Pilgrimage will take place 
in-person at the Shrine from 11th to 13th March 
2022. 
 
2021 also saw the creation of several resources 
for children and families including an Advent 
Journey for families and a booklet for young 

people which explored what happened after 
Easter Day. The booklets were full of activities, as 
well as time for reflection and prayers. We will be 
building on the success of these by providing 
more resources and support for parishes. 
Resources will be 
available on the 
Shrine’s website 
and Caroline 
Ward, Director of 
Education, is 
available to come 
out to provide 
advice or support 
and to lead 
sessions for 
children and 
young people.  
 
Thankfully the faithful were able to meet in-
person for our Pilgrimage of Healing and 
Renewal in August and we look forward to doing 
this again next year with the date set for Monday 
29th August 2022 
 
2022 is set to be a very special year at the 
Shrine as it marks the centenary of the 
restoration of pilgrimage to Walsingham. To mark 
this special and momentous event in the life of 
the Church there will be a Mass on 6th July 2022 
with more details to be announced in due 
course. 
 
We are also pleased to announce that Our Lady 
of Walsingham will be on the road in 2022 for a 
number of different regional festivals. The first 
will be at Exeter Cathedral on Saturday 21st May 
2022. We then head to Blackburn on Saturday 
18th June 2022 and conclude at Durham 
Cathedral on Saturday 15th October 2022. More 
details will be announced in due course but 
please save the dates. 
 
Finally, our thanks to all pilgrims who have 
continued to support the Shrine during these 
unprecedented times; it has been wonderful to 
welcome you back this year and we look forward 
to seeing you all again in 2022.  
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When organisations run out of sensible things to do 
or say, they tend to launch restructuring exercises 
with words carefully chosen to ‘sell’ the benefits of 
change. The change being brought about is usually 
notable only for its superficiality and for the (often 
dubious) branding employed in the exercise, which 
has an almost unsurpassed capacity in most cases 
to annoy all those associated with the organisation. 
 
The same corporate thinking often also stresses the 
need for distance to be created with the 
organisation’s former management through 
carefully crafted communications; messaging which 
directly or indirectly criticises what went before and 
showers praise on the bright and shiny new 
approach, which on closer inspection appears 
remarkably close to past practice. 
 
Fortunately, Forward in Faith suffers from no such 
delusions. It is happy to pay tribute to the fine work 
which its former Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen, Trustees, 
Directors and other members of staff have 
undertaken in the service of the Catholic cause 
within the Church of England.  
 
So I hope it is clear by now that Forward in Faith’s 
governance reforms aim to build on what went 
before and complement past practices, in so doing 
retaining a sense of realism as to what is achievable 
through structural change. 
 
At the heart of the changes is the notion that the 
membership of Forward in Faith should have more 
of a direct say in the running of the charity. This will 
be achieved by members electing a majority of 
Trustees every four years (see below) on a one 
member one vote basis and by members being 
invited to attend an annual meeting at which they 
can share their views with the Trustees and the 
Director on priorities and can ask questions on how 
the charity is run. 
 
Seven out of the thirteen Trustees will be elected by 

members. It is an important principle of the 
proposed changes that a majority of Trustees is 
chosen by the membership. After careful thought, it 
has emerged that the best mechanism to do this – 
with appropriate safeguards – is via the election of 
14 members of Forward in Faith to a new advisory 
council. Seven of those 14 members will then go on 
to be elected to serve as Trustees by that Advisory 
Council. The seven will comprise either four clergy 
and three laity or three clergy and four laity. 
 
This will all be done in such a way as to preserve an 
appropriate balance between clergy and laity and 
between different geographical areas of England. 
The 14 members of the Advisory Council will 
therefore be elected along the following familiar 
lines: two clergy and two laity from the Beverley 
area, two clergy and two laity from the Ebbsfleet 
area, two clergy and two laity form the Richborough 
area, and one cleric and one layperson from the 
Fulham area.  
 
The reforms also seek to build more of a bridge 
between the Trustees of Forward in Faith and The 
Society’s Council of Bishops, whose work is 
resourced by Forward in Faith. This will be done by 
the Council of Bishops nominating three of their 
number to serve as Trustees of Forward in Faith. 
 
The remaining three Trustees will be co-opted – one 
as Treasurer and two others with relevant expertise 
in specific areas of work, as identified by the other 
Trustees. 
 
The membership of Forward in Faith has already 
had an initial say on these changes in early 2021 
and indicated its broad support. Members are 
currently being consulted on the detail of the 
proposed changes to the charity’s Constitution, 
along with a proposed timetable for the changes. 
 
All being well, the final Forward in Faith National 
Assembly will be held on 21 May 2022 at the 

church of St Alban, Holborn and the planned 
reforms will have been introduced in full by the end 
of January 2023, with the first annual meeting to be 
held later that year. 
 
Please forgive the slightly dry nature of this article 
and, most importantly, please remember that 
Forward in Faith is your organisation; it is the 
organisation for all Catholics in the Church of 
England. If you have not done so already, please 
join. You will receive a high-quality publication – 
New Directions – ten times a year which is packed 
with thoughtful and lively material and which takes 
the Faith seriously but not always ourselves! 
 
By joining you will give us the resources to make the 
case for what we believe in to the Church of England 
and beyond – including support for Catholic 
candidates in the elections to the General Synod – 
so that future generations can benefit from the 
hard-won ecclesial structures which we enjoy.  
 
And that leads on to another benefit of your 
membership to our movement – you will support the 
continuation of the historic apostolic succession 
through the smooth running of The Society. You may 
already be aware that The Society is an ecclesial 
body, led by its Council of Bishops, which promotes 
and maintains Catholic teaching and practice within 
the Church of England. It is vital to our future that 
The Society’s work and witness continue. 
 
May I finish by wishing all readers of Together a 
happy and holy Christmas from all of us at Forward 
in Faith. 
 
Tom Middleton,  
Director of Forward in Faith 

NEWS FROM FORWARD IN FAITH

FORWARDINFAITH
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Words have the power to build up or knock down, 
to encourage and to explain, to justify and to 
procrastinate. Words can be helpful and begin 
adventures, words can end things and finalise 
moments. We are all familiar with using words; in 
fact without the use of them we would not be able 
to function in life. My thinking about words is that 
I want to centre on ‘The Word’ who was made 
flesh, it is a natural thought process at Christmas, 
the Incarnate Lord, the Word, who is revealed in 
flesh and blood cradled by Mary in the stable and 
he who is laid in the manger, in the House of 
Bread in Bethlehem. 
 
My thinking about Christmas, like the shops, 
really began in August at our local Walsingham 
Festival that was held with our neighbouring 
parishes around the time of the Assumption. After 
words of encouragement our adventure had 
begun and the festival unfolded, there was a 
sense of excitement and joy as we gathered that 
day to sing the Angelus, process into church and 
then enjoy the Mass and the unfolding events of 
that day. In celebrating the gift that is 
Walsingham which as a shrine exists because the 
Word was made flesh we were able to enjoy the 
gift of the Word himself, the Lord Jesus. Our ‘Ave’s 
rang out with excellent gusto as it was probably 
the first opportunity many of us had had to 
worship without restraint and there was a deeply 
held joy that day that I will treasure in my heart 
just as Mary did with the words spoken to her in 
scripture and for others too. The Incarnate Lord 

was working his purpose out, and as children of 
Mary we were there, listening to his words to us. 
 
There have been moments when my own words 
have seemed futile this past year. Moments when 
all I can do is offer words of encouragement or 
words of sympathy. Words of defence or anger 
and they just blow away into the ether. I try my 
hardest to be the local representative of the Word 
made flesh in my three parishes and realise at 
times I fail miserably, that I can’t wave a magic 
wand and make everything alright for everybody, 
the task is impossible. Yet that’s not what I’m 
called to do. I have been chosen by name and 
God has made me his own, like all of us as his 
disciples and we are called to follow the Word 
made flesh. Even Jesus experienced setbacks, 
unhelpful comments and ultimately betrayal, what 
is so special about me? If I am called to follow 
him, to imitate him then it can’t all be moonlight 
and roses, it’s going to be the Cross. The words of 
his on the cross are hugely humbling, hugely 
encouraging, ‘Father forgive them,’ or ‘Woman 
behold your son.’ What compassionate and 
powerful words. When I’m banging my head 
against a brick wall with authorities, trying to help 
my parishoners against systems and red tape, 
when I receive the latest bit of critique from 
others about what I should be doing in their 
opinion it all pales into insignificance as I reflect 
on his words: ‘I want sinners, not the virtuous,’ 
‘mercy not sacrifice,’ I take great strength from 
the words of St Bede about St Matthew and his 

calling to follow the Lord; 
 
‘Following meant imitating’ Jesus saw Matthew 
‘through the eyes of mercy.’ 
 
This is why Jesus entered the world, so he could 
show us the Father’s merciful love, that we too 
can show merciful love to one another so that we 
might be forgiven in imitating him.  
 
There are lots of words we can use in all sorts of 
contexts. As we reflect on the miracle of the birth 
of Christ once more we know that not only do we 
find the Incarnate Lord in the Manger but also 
upon the altar throne, in the life and sacraments 
of the church in the living out of our lives and 
places we find ourselves in. There are many 
different shared experiences to tell words about, 
of all that we do and say and live, and I’m pleased 
to say that despite all the odds, the uncertainties 
and the dramas that words create or are a part of 
they have the power to love, to heal, to act as 
‘salve’ and the true ‘salve’ is the Saviour, the one 
who we meet in many different people and 
places, the reason we serve him in varied 
contexts the reason we join in or even fall out. It’s 
all because the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and truth. 
 
Fr Paul Hutchins ssc 
Rector of Holy Family Failsworth, 
& St Luke’s Lightbowne & Most Holy Trinity 
Blackley, Manchester.

THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH
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Autumn 2021 starts a new process in 
the Church of England for selection.  
It is the biggest change for almost 50 
years, and not just a tweak.  
 
It begins with Ministry Division themselves 
changing their name to National Ministry Team.  
Hopefully this change should support a much 
wider access to the discernment process for a 
broader range of candidates and should be 
beneficial for our constituency. 
 
The first major change is to scrap what were 
called the 9 criteria used for selection in favour 
of 6 qualities, and the qualities are now 
 

1. Love for God 
2. Called to Ministry 
3. Love for people 
4. Wisdom 
5. Fruitfulness 
6. Potential 
 
And each one of these qualities will then be 
viewed across 4 different domains which are: 
 

1. Christ 
2. The Church 
3. The World 
4. Self 

It is hard to explain this system without viewing 
it on a grid but believe it or not it is a much 
simpler process and certainly more in tune with 
what the church is looking for in those who feel 
called to ordained ministry.  The church has 
now set out the qualities it is looking for in 
Distinctive Deacons as well as Priests and each 
of these ministeries can be assessed at either 
Assistant Ministers or at Incumbent levels. 
As well as a change in what the church is 
looking for there is also going to be a radical 
change in the way it selects people for training, 
so the existing 3 day 2 night Bishops Advisory 
Panel (BAP) will now be split into 2 stages with 
the first stage being delivered locally, possibly 
on-line, taking a half day and a second session 
will be a two day one night residential, although 
there is a possibility that this could be 2 day 
events so as not to discriminate against those 
with complex care needs such as looking after 
children and elders. 
 
Stage 1 will be small one to one conversations 
called a Carousel of Conversations.  Each will 
have a different task for the candidate to 
perform such as talking on a picture that is 
handed to the candidate so they can articulate 
their vocation, or a news article that’s based on 
current affairs affecting both church and the 
world.  The candidate is asked to do a short 
pastoral exercise based on a video.  Once all of 
this has been undertaken and the diocese are 
satisfied the candidate is adequately prepared 
and suitable, they will be recommended to go 
to Stage 2. 

This second stage will be assessed from 6 
different geographic locations and the advisors 
working in pairs with a much pared back 
agenda which focus on parts of the grid that 
were not covered in Stage 1.  There is a new 
group exercise that has 5 different phases to it. 
 
The outcome to both stages will help the 
Bishop decide whether a candidate is suitable 
for training, either immediately or with some 
further work or if the candidate at this stage 
doesn’t satisfy the church’s selection criteria. 
This might look very scary, but it is actually a 
much easier system that is very focused on 
current trends used by other professional 
groups such as Doctors. The new process 
requires less  academic requirements but 
focuses more on the use of objects and 
pictures will help the candidate articulate their 
faith in a moving and convincing way. 
 
If you are thinking of offering yourself for 
ordination, or know somehow who is 
then why not contact us as the 
Additional Curates Society: 
 
T: 0121 382 5533  
E: fr.smith@additionalcurates.co.uk 
 
16 Commercial Street,  
Birmingham  
B1 1RS.

ALL CHANGE 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND ADAPTS ITS SELECTION PROCESS
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Without a doubt, one of the greatest 
challenges that faces today’s Church is the 
need to raise up more vocations to the 
sacred priesthood. Without priests there are 
no sacraments. Without sacraments there is 
no Church. Without the Church…. 
 
I delight to see the ongoing work of the 
Additional Curates Society (ACS) and their 

relentless desire to see more priests and so 
it’s wonderful that with the support of ACS 
and others, a new initiative is beginning to 
emerge that could potentially change the 
landscape of theological training for Anglo-
Catholics. 
 
The development of Ladyewell House in 
Preston has as its vision a desire to call out a 
new generation of priests within the Church 
of England who are confidently Catholic and 
with a renewed imagination, experience of 
and confidence for reaching communities 
with the gospel and seeing unchurched 
people come to faith.  
 
Ladyewell House is not in competition with 
existing theological colleges, rather it is in 
addition to. As we partner with Emmanuel 
Theological College, the new training 
institute based in the North West, we are 
looking to offer a pathway towards ordination 
that embraces the very best of residential 
training whilst offering individuals the 
opportunity to experience ministry first hand 
alongside their studies. 
 
This contextual method of training is nothing 
new. Looking back we saw something similar 

in the now defunct colleges at St Aidan’s and 
Kelham. Ladyewell seeks to reimagine this 
approach and in doing so, offering a unique 
charism to the wider Church that has been 
sadly lacking. 
 
Formed in community, observing the regular 
daily pattern of Mass and the offices with 
ongoing spiritual direction and periods of 

reflection, the ordinands at Ladyewell will be 
based in the parish of St George’s, Preston 
right at the heart of this vibrant city. 
 
 St George’s has a bold but exciting vision to 
become a centre of Anglo-Catholic 
excellence which provides a home for all 

people across society and forms and equips 
lay and ordained leaders to grow and 
revitalise other Catholic parishes. It is well 
placed for imaginative worship and 
committed Christian witness underpinned by 
a determination to make God matter to 
people and make people know that they 
matter to God.  
As part of their training within the parish, 
ordinands will have boundless opportunities 
for mission, real time experience of the joys 
and challenges of parochial ministry and the 
chance to work collaboratively in service of 
God’s kingdom.     
 
With the generous support of the Anglo 
Catholic Ordination Candidates Fund 
(ACOCF) a property is currently being sought 
that will house three, possibly four ordinands 
comfortably during the duration of their time 
at theological college. The courage and 
enthusiasm shown by ACOCF to financially 
underwrite the purchase of a property is a 
real answer to prayer and shows what can be 
achieved when the Catholic Societies in the 
Church of England collaborate together. 
 
We anticipate, and are praying, for Ladyewell 
House to launch in September of 2022. This 
is obviously dependent upon a property 
being secured and renovated, as well as 
ordinands being recruited. Our prayer is that 
Ladyewell House may raise up a new 
generation of priests who feel a deep call to 
grow and renew our parishes and thus 
reinvigorate the wider Catholic movement in 
the Church of England. 
 
Fr David Craven SSC 
Parish Priest of St George’s, Preston 
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 “Practical Training for Tomorrow’s Priests”
LADYEWELL HOUSE 
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MAY 
 
Saturday 7th May  
Society of Our Lady of 
Egmanton – Family 
Pilgrimage 
 
12 noon Sung Mass, Lunch,  
2.30pm Devotions and Benediction. 
http://www.egmanton-shrine.net/ 
  
14th May  
Society of Mary May 
Devotion at St Silas, 
Kentish Town. 
 
Thursday 19th May  
The Guild of All Souls 
Conference 
The Guild of All Souls will be holding 
a conference at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Walsingham. It is entitled 
‘When a Child has died’. It is for 
clergy and laity of all denominations. 
£15 registration which includes 
lunch and coffee on arrival. To 
request a place contact Mrs Howard 
on 01328 820636 or email 
mihoward@btinternet.com. Closing 
date 12 May.  
Saturday 21st May  
Walsingham Regional 
Festival in Exeter Cathedral  
21st May  
Forward in Faith National 
Assembly at St Alban, 
Holborn.

The Catholic Societies of t
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MARCH 
 
Friday 11th –  
Sunday 13th March 
Children’s Pilgrimage  
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham 
 
Monday 28th –  
Thursday 31st March 
Lenten Retreat   
Led by Bishop Robert Ladds 
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham

APRIL 
 
Saturday 23rd April 2022. 
GSS Easter Festival 
 
St. Stephen's Church, 
Gloucester Road, Kensington, 
SW7 4AL.  
Nearest Underground Station: 
Gloucester Road, Circle, 
District, Piccadilly Lines.     
12 noon Mass, the church hall 
will be available for lunch 
after the Mass.  
Followed by Annual General 
Meeting  
then Guild Office & 
Benediction

together

FEBRUARY 
 
Monday 7th –  
Friday 11th February 
The Priests  
and Deacons Retreat 
 
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham 
 
15th February  
SSC – Mission Direct 
Training Day, Revitalizing 
a Parish, At Pusey House

JANUARY  
3rd January 
Farewell service for the 
Bishop of Beverley at 
Manchester Cathedral  
12 noon  
 
8th January 
Bishop of Bevereley’s 
Retirement Service at  
York Minster  
12 noon 
  
8th January 
GSS London   
Epiphany Festival 
 
Holy Trinity Church,  
Shepherdess Walk, 
Hoxton, N1 7JW  
 
Nearest Underground Station:  
Old Street on Northern Line.   
12 Noon Solemn Mass  
3:00pm Guild Office Procession 
& Benediction.

FORWARD
INFAITH

supporting     The Society

JUNE 
 
25th June 
CBS National Festival  
St Stephens Gloucester Road 12 
noon 

MAY 
 
Monday 2nd May 
National Pilgrimage to 
Walsingham 
12 noon Mass  
2.30pm Sermon, Procession 
and Benediction 
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JULY  
9th July 
Glastonbury Pilgrimage  
12 noon 
www.glastonburypilgrimage.com   
Thursday 14th July 
Anglo-Catholic Theology 
Lecture  
6.30pm  
Our Most Holy Redeemer, 
Clerkenwell | London EC1R 4QE 
Lecturer: Fr Peter Anthony ssc, 
Vicar of All Saints, Margaret Street  

AUGUST  
Monday 1st August –  
Friday 5th August  
Walsingham Youth 
Pilgrimage 
 
Saturday August 6th  
Society of Our Lady of 
Egmanton – 
Assumptiontide 
Pilgrimage 
 
12 noon Sung Mass, Lunch,  
2.30pm Devotions and 
Benediction. 
 
26 - 28th August  
ACS vocations weekend  
www.additionalcurates.co.uk 
  
Monday 29th August  
Pilgrimage for Healing 
and Renewal  
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham 

SEPTEMBER  
Friday 23rd September  
Catholic Evangelism 
Lecture   
St Matthew’s Carver Street  
S1 4FT   
Speaker: The Bishop of Wakefield  
 
26th September  
Church Union AGM  
@ CCLA London  

OCTOBER  
4th October  
CBS Council General 
@ CCLA London 
 
Friday 7th October to Sunday 
9th October 2022. 
GSS - Autumn Festival & 
Walsingham Retreat 
Weekend  
Held at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham, with the Autumn 
Festival on Saturday 8th October 
at St. Mary's Parish Church, 
Walsingham. To book your place 
contact the Secretary General, a 
deposit of £50 per person will be 
required.  
 
Saturday 15th October  
Walsingham Regional 
Festival in Durham 
Cathedral 
 
Monday 24th October – 
Thursday 27th October 
Walsingham Family 
Pilgrimage  
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham  

NOVEMBER 
 
Friday 4th November –  
Sunday 6th November 
Bible Weekend  
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham 

 
Saturday 5th November  
Society of Our Lady of 
Egmanton  
Annual Requiem 
12 noon Sung Mass, Lunch,  
2.30pm Devotions and 
Benediction. 

 
10th November  
Guild of All Souls 
Requiem  
7pm St Stephens. Gloucester 
Road. Everyone will be very 
welcome. 

 
Friday 18th November – 
Sunday 20th November 
Adoremus. Young Adults 
Pilgrimage  
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham  

DECEMBER  
Friday 2nd December - 
Sunday 4th December 
Advent Retreat  
Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham  

Forward Christmas 2022 FINAL.qxp_Layout 1  19/11/2021  15:20  Page 11



12  Together         CHRISTMAS 2021 THE VOICE OF CATHOLIC ANGLICANS

My favourite of Jesus’ resurrection appearances 
happens on the road to Emmaus. St Luke 
paints such a vivid description of the emotions 
of Cleopas and his unnamed fellow disciple. As 
you read you feel the utter desolating sadness 
of the disciples and their anxious and 
argumentative state, seen in the way they 
respond to the stranger on the road. You then 
get the spark of interest, as the conversation 
begins between the three of them as they 
eagerly hear Jesus unpack the scriptures to 
them. The journey into a new hope based on 
the risen Lord has begun and reaches its 
dramatic climax as Jesus makes himself known 
in the breaking of the bread. The final 
realisation is exquisite as those disciples 
cannot contain their shared excitement and run 
back to Jerusalem to tell the others what they 
have seen and experienced. 
 
All through scripture from the creation accounts 
to the Gospels God often uses our fellow 
human beings to help us understand his 
message and call on our lives. ‘It is not good for 
man to be alone’ is one of the first statements 
of God. The stories of Samuel’s call, Abraham, 
Zechariah and Elizabeth, all point to the need to 
relate to others in discerning the will of God for 
each of us. In the gospels Jesus doesn’t send 
the apostles off on their own but always in 
pairs. 
 
One of the things we have missed during the 
pandemic has been the opportunity to gather to 
hear God’s word, receive him in the Sacrament 
and to be encouraged by the whole household 
of faith. Each of us needs others to help us see 
God’s purposes and vocation; to know that we 
have fellow pilgrims walking with us on the 
journey home. 
 

The priests who lead our parish communities 
also need encouragement to be missionary 
disciples striving to shepherd all people towards 
the kingdom of God. Being a parish priest is 
incredibly demanding and our clergy can often 
feel separated from their fellow clergy. Curacies 
are now quite short and too often our clergy 
take on very large parishes early in their 
ministry.  They can feel as if they have been 
sent individually without Sacramentally minded 
colleagues to talk with. The weight of keeping 
the church open and attending to the needs of 
the parish can make them feel that there is 
little time to think about intentional evangelism. 
They know it is critical to the life of the church, 
but it is so easy to allow it to get moved into 
next week’s ‘to do’ list.   Priests need fellow 
clergy to bounce ideas off, to work together on 
bigger evangelistic projects and to corporately 
hold each other to account.  
 
A few years ago Bishop Philip invited a number 
of younger clergy to a conference in York to 
discuss what they needed from the Society. 
How could the Society equip them to be more 
effective missionary disciples themselves, 
which in turn would lead the whole of God’s 
people to move from a maintenance model of 
church to a missional one? Many things were 
identified, but a common theme of the meeting 
was just how exciting it had been to be 
discussing these things together. Our hearts 
were indeed burning in the company of like-
minded clergy as we spoke of what we needed 
to build the kingdom of God.  
 
At that time I was serving as a parish priest in 
Devon and following that meeting we set up a 
new group of catholic clergy to look at how we 
could combine forces to effectively look after 
the small numbers of young families that were 

on the fringes of our church communities. This 
group went on to run a combined family 
camping weekend called Family Fest that in 
three years grew to over 200 attendees. We 
held a very successful Mission Day in the 
diocese, proclaiming the effective use of 
Sacraments in the work of evangelism. We 
managed to gain funding from the Catholic 
Societies and diocese to run a regional  
‘Leading your Church in Growth’ course.  We 
each had different gifts that were used in 
organising and running these events and we 
really enjoyed our meetings. Our hearts once 
again burned within us. 
 
In November the Society Bishops invited a 
number of predominantly younger clergy to 
gather in ten regional hubs in the hope they 
would become mutually accountable, mission 
focussed, regional groups to proclaim with 
greater clarity the Catholic evangelistic life of 
the Church in our parishes. During this 
introductory day the groups were virtually linked 
with one another. They explored with Fr James 
Mallon and one another some of the tools he 
has successfully used and written about in his 
Book ‘Divine Renovation, from a Maintenance 
to a Missional Parish’ The Society’s recently 
appointed National Missioner, Fr David D’Silva, 
will oversee the groups as they continue to 
meet regionally through the year before we 
come together in November 2022 in 
Walsingham. Pope Francis once described 
Missionary disciples as “those filled with a 
Missionary impulse capable of transforming 
everything”. We pray that these clergy and 
groups may, through this work, become more 
effective missioners transforming His Church 
and World.    
 
The Right Revd William Hazlewood      

“Did not our hearts burn with in us?” 
Equipping and Sustaining Missionary Disciples 
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I started my first post as Priest in Charge at 
St Oswald’s Church in Tile Hill, Coventry, in 
July. My post is funded by the SDF grant, for 
the growth and the revitalisation of the 
parish. It became apparent early on that 
something needed to be set up to provide 
food for those in the community who cannot 
afford food and for whatever reason, were 
turning up out of foodbank operating hours 
or without the correct paperwork that is 
needed to prove that one is eligible for a 
foodbank package. It was from this that my 
prayers were answered as the Lord gave me 
the idea for St Oswald’s Platter.  
 
St Oswald was known in his life for his 
generosity to the poor and those in need. 
Bede tells us one of the stories of the 
actions of his life. According to Bede, St 
Oswald was having dinner one Easter with St 
Aidan. A servant, whose job it was to give 
relief to the poor, told them that many had 
turned up in the streets outside seeking 
provision from their king. At this Oswald had 
his dinner distributed to them and broke the 
silver platter into pieces to be distributed 
also. This was the generosity our Patron 
showed, and this is the generosity that is 
needed not only in our community, but in the 
parishes and Churches of the nation. 
 
At this current time our society is very 
conscious of waste. The country is estimated 

to waste around four to five million tonnes of 
perfectly edible food every year. This is down 
considerably from what it was ten years ago 
but is still a huge amount of waste. 
Especially when there are many in our 
country who are still struggling to eat and 
feed their families.  
 
St Oswald’s Platter is a table that is left in 
the lobby at Church. There are no restrictions 
to any who wish to come and use the Platter. 
Its objectives are threefold. Firstly, it is there 
to help those who are in need as we seek to 
emulate the generosity of our patron to 
those living in our community. Secondly it is 
there to reduce food waste and the food that 
is donated may be fresh produce or surplus 
out of date items that can no longer be sold 
at the shops but are still perfectly good to 
eat and donations from charities. Thirdly it is 
there for the mission of the Church.  
 
It is no secret that St Oswald didn’t share his 
Easter dinner because he thought it would 
make a nice story, or that people in years to 
come would like him for it. He shared his 
dinner because his mind was focused on 
heavenly things. Although a King, he chose 
to submit to become a follower of Christ his 
true King. He did what he did for his love of 
the Lord and because it is what Christ 
commanded of us as believers. That 
command still rings true for us today. As we 

read through Holy scripture, we see a God 
who has a priority of feeding his people with 
physical food and spiritual food. 
 
In Genesis, God creates the different foods 
in Eden for mankind to freely eat from. In the 
Psalms He promises to lay a banquet for his 
people. In the Prophets He foretells that He 
will send the messiah, one who will satisfy 
his people. In Jesus, the true bread of life, 
we are promised that he will feed us with 
Himself, in the word and in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar. In the book of 
Revelation, we see the tree of life, the return 
to Eden, where God’s people dwell in union 
with him and be fully satisfied.  
 
St Oswald’s Platter seeks to provide a 
foretaste of the heavenly banquet. To point 
towards the God who wishes to feed and 
provide for us, so much so that he would give 
himself to us. We pray that all who come to 
St Oswald’s Platter will be nourished and be 
blessed. That they will see something of the 
work of God, and in all our faults and 
failings, would see the generosity of Christ 
that inspired St Oswald.  
 
Fr Edward Backhouse SSC 
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Introducing St Oswald’s Platter
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Bishop Glyn, can I take you back to when you 
were first asked to become Bishop of Beverley.  
What was your initial response; what did you 
feel about it? 
I was invited to allow my name to go forward to 
Her Majesty The Queen in July 2012. I was 
hugely humbled by the invitation to serve as a 
bishop in the Church of God and, to be honest, 
I responded with a degree of trepidation 
because, believe it or not, I’m not an overly 
confident person. But I hope that means I have 
continued to serve God and His people keenly 
aware of the huge privilege of being entrusted 
with the responsibility of being a bishop.  
 
Actually, I still sometimes have to pinch myself, 
and I still wonder what on earth am I doing in 
this role? There are so many other people who 
could have done the job much more effectively 
than me! 
 
Probably you had a few pre-conceived ideas 
when you started, so how realistic do you think 
your expectation back then was, and what, if 
anything, has surprised you the most during 
your time as Bishop? 
I had served on the Crown Nominations 
Committee for a number of years (that’s the 
body which puts the names of prospective 
bishops forward), so I was aware of some of the 
things involved in being a bishop in the Church 
of England. Even so, that couldn’t prepare me 
fully for the things which faced me following my 
episcopal ordination on the Feast of The 
Conversion of Saint Paul in 2013. And even in 
the relatively brief period of time since, there’s 
been a such a huge amount of change in 
Church, Society and the wider world. 
 
I began my ministry as bishop not long before 
General Synod’s vote to allow women to be 
bishops. Thankfully (and I am grateful to God 
for this and to those who worked to bring it 
about) enshrined in that legislation was 
provision for the likes of me to be able to 
remain and flourish in the Church of my 
Baptism, the Church I love. 
 
During the last few years there have been so 
many new mission initiatives, which have 
changed the face of the church, but I remain 
convinced that our parish system is of 
paramount importance as the context to 
proclaim afresh the faith in our generation and 
the Church needs to be committed to it. You 
know, as I go about my ministry, I become ever 
more impressed by the dedication of our parish 
clergy to fulfilling their calling to celebrate the 
sacraments, teach the faith, pastor their 
people, build them up and lead them in 
mission. I have just realised that when I set out 

on my episcopal journey, although Foodbanks 
were already part of national life, their 
numbers have increased exponentially as more 
and more people have come to depend on 
them for their very existence. It is so great to 
see large numbers of our people and priests 
involved in running this gospel service - life-
lines for so many. 
 
Father, without being rude you are not the 
tallest person in town, but those enormous 
mitres you are seen wearing have boosted your 
height a bit!  
As everyone knows, I am vertically challenged 
so, yes, wearing the mitre has rather helped 
the congregation to be able to spot me. When I 
look at Confirmation Service photos of me with 
the candidates, I realise just how short I am - 
even with the hat, I’m frequently still shorter 
than the candidates I’ve confirmed! I rather 
hope, though, that wearing episcopal venture 
has never led to me to take myself too 
seriously. 
 
As this particular chapter in the book of life 
draws to a close, what are thinking?   
Well, as I look to step aside from stipendiary 
ministry and my role as Bishop of Beverley, I 
think it only natural to be grateful for the great 
privilege it has been to serve as an ordained 
servant of my Lord. And I can honestly say that 
I have loved my thus far forty-four years of 
ordained life as Deacon, Priest and Bishop. I 
have tried to give the best of who I am, to share 
the gifts I have been given, in the service of 
Christ and His people He has given me to 
serve. But I am also aware that in the giving of 
myself in love and service, I have received 
more in terms of love, support, 
encouragement, correction, and guidance than 
I have perhaps given to others. 
 
During your time as Bishop you have probably 
been given many pairs of socks or whatever as 
‘thank you’ presents.  Have you ever totted up 
how many bottles of Gin you have actually 
collected? 
I will always be grateful for the tangible 
expressions of gratitude and love which I have 
been given in abundance - many of those gifts 
being of a tasty and enjoyable nature! 
 
Over the last 8 years you probably haven’t had 
much time for hobbies so, turning to the future, 
what are your plans, hopes, and aspirations? 
What are you looking forward to having extra 
time to do? 
Well, at this stage I haven’t really given a great 
deal of thought about what to do with myself in 
my changed sphere of life. However, I obviously 
hope to continue to be of some use as a Priest. 

As a self-confessed workaholic (and actually 
that’s not something I’m particularly proud of), I 
can’t imagine sitting at home all day wondering 
what shall I have for supper this evening! I 
realise that due to my tendency to over work, I 
have neglected some of my friendships and I 
hope I may be able to put that right. I have 
experienced so much friendship in my ministry, 
which has been deeply nourishing, that I find it 
hard to separate work and friendship - for me 
they are all of a piece. But I do realise that 
there will have to be some adjusting to be 
done, not least so that my successor may have 
a clear and fair run at his task. 
 
Ah yes, your successor. If you were giving him 
any piece of advice, what would that be? 
Far be it for me to give any successor of mine 
advice about how to approach his ministry, 
except perhaps - relax, enjoy yourself, and 
allow yourself to be loved and supported by the 
people in your care. I realise that the coming 
years are not necessarily going to be easy for 
him. There will be more challenges to face and 
assist our people to respond to. All I can do is 
promise to pray for him. 
 
How would you like to be remembered? 
Now that’s a difficult one. It’s a bit like being 
asked to write your own obituary! Well, most of 
all I’d like to be remembered as a bishop who 
enjoys being with people very much. I know 
that I am not always a placid person, and 
certainly I haven’t always got things right. But I 
really hope that something of my deep love for 
God and people may have come through in 
what I have said and done. 

A conversation with  
Bishop Glyn Webster
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You are Invited 
to A celebration of 

Bishop Glyn’s Ministry 
in York minster 

On Saturday 3rd January 
at 12 noon
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The need to get away, to spend time with God in 
prayer, worship and contemplation has probably 
never been greater. Having been careful to stay at 
home when required, and not to meet or travel 
unnecessarily, some of us may have felt that our 
own four walls were closing in on us! More than 
ever we need a break from our home 
environment, together with time and space to pray 
quietly and worship freely and, perhaps, to seek 
spiritual counsel or rejuvenation. In other words, 
we need a retreat! 
 
COVID has left its mark on all of us. Like many 
other businesses Retreat Houses have struggled 
financially over the last eighteen months and 
several seem unlikely to re-open. We have been 
fortunate here at Edenham Regional House (ERH) 
in that, as Warden, I live in part of the building and 
during the various lockdowns I’ve been busy 
working not only to make us COVID-compliant, but 
also to redecorate and re-imagine some of what 
we do. As a relatively small operation with six 
bedrooms of various sizes, a large meeting room, 
a Chapel, kitchen and dining room, it hasn’t cost 
us as much to stand still when we’ve had to. But 
that downtime hasn’t been wasted! We’ve had a 
major declutter (!) which has seen some well-loved 
(but also well-worn) furniture retired from service, 
leaving us with a more open and spacious feel. 
Our library has had a complete overhaul with a 
range of modern and relevant titles introduced in 
addition to a good selection of novels and 
biographies (always popular with guests!). As 
parts of the house date back to the Augustinian 
monks who once served the next door Parish 
Church of St Michael and All Angels, we’ve had a 
large part of the top floor re-plastered and then re-
painted by yours truly! This has created a much 
fresher feel and has even allowed space to create 
a small Oratory on the top floor for Priests to be 
able to say a private Mass or for quiet prayer and 
contemplation. Speaking of Mass, our meeting 
room now also has facilities for celebrating the 
Eucharist in a larger group, whilst new chairs have 
been introduced into the Stable Chapel which can 
now comfortably seat up to twelve. 
 
During the lockdowns the Stable Chapel has been 
firmly established as the beating-heart of the 
House. Almost from the word go our WIFI provision 
enabled us to experiment with live and pre-
recorded content which has settled into a pattern 

of live-stream daily Mass and Offices, together 
with the occasional Quiet Day or Reflection series. 
This has opened the door to us sharing some of 
the input we receive from our contributors more 
widely (if you haven’t caught the homily Fr Nicolas 
Stebbing gave back in November last year I highly 
recommend you look it up at 
https://www.facebook.com/edenhamregionalhou
se/videos/973705849817197). Looking ahead, 
we hope that as sharing content via the internet, 
new technology will also enable contributors to 
join us via Zoom when they aren’t able to be with 
us physically, so that we can maintain a breadth of 
topics and themes for our Quiet Days. 
 
The way that the residential facilities are 
configured here at Edenham has meant that 
we’ve continued to welcome self-catering guests 
and small groups who wish to remain separate 
from others and to avoid shared spaces. One of 
the great joys of being Warden here is meeting the 
people who come to stay and seeing them 
wandering in the grounds or spending time in the 
Chapel before the Blessed Sacrament. Speaking 

of which, our daily services continue online and in 
person for those who would like to join us. We also 
have everything needed for individual Priests or 
groups to celebrate Mass in the House or Chapel 
and the Parish Church is available for Society 
clergy. As Warden, I’m always around to lend a 
listening ear, give spiritual direction or to make 
available the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
 
Whatever the future holds, and whatever 
challenges lie ahead, we hope to be able to 
continue to offer retreat, nurture, shelter and 
sanctuary for God’s people here at Edenham 
Regional House. Situated as we are in one of the 
most beautiful parts of rural Lincolnshire, and 
with Grantham Station and the A1 close by, we’re 
easy to get to and, whatever your needs may be, 
we’ll do our best to make sure that your time here 
allows for what you need the most.  
 
Please do contact us if you’d like to talk about a 
day or residential retreat. 
Tel: 01778 591358 
Email: edenhamoffice@gmail 
https://www.facebook.com/edenhamregionalhouse 

Time to get away?
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Saint Catherine’s,  
Todmorden Road, Burnley, 

Lancashire BB10 4AB 
A Society & Forward in Faith Parish 

Under the Episcopal Care of the Bishop of Burnley 
 

SUNDAY, 19TH DECEMBER 
Christingle Service – 6:00pm 

In Aid of the Children’s Society  
CHRISTMAS EVE  

Children’s Mass & Nativity Play 6:00pm, 
Solemn Mass & Blessing of Crib 8:30pm  

CHRISTMAS DAY  
Mass 8:30am & Family Mass 10:30am,   

SUNDAY, 9TH JANUARY 2022 
Community Carol Service – 6:30pm 

In Aid of Pendleside Hospice 
 

DAILY MASS  

Saturday: Vigil Mass 6:00pm 
Sundays: Mass 8:15am & 10:30am 
Rosary on Tuesday, Confessions on 
Saturday 9:30am, Evening Prayer & 

Benediction 6:00pm, First Sunday of the 
month - every Sunday Advent & Lent 

For other times please contact 
 

Father Roger Parker 07977 291166 

or see our website www.saintcatherines.one

St Hilda’s, Prestwich. 
Greater Manchester 

A Society Parish under the Episcopal 
Care of the Bishop of Beverley  

Services during the Christmas season 2021.  
Monday 20th December 
7.00pm Carol Service  
Friday 24th December 

8.00pm First Mass of Christmas 
Saturday 25th December 

Christmas Day 11.00am High Mass  
Sunday 26th December 

Feast of St Stephen 10.00am Mass 

Contact: Fr Ronald Croft 07395 160845 
www.sthildasprestwich.org.uk 

S. Stephen on the Cliffs  

Blackpool   
Sun 19th 

6pm Candlelit Carol Service 
Christmas Eve, 4pm Crib Service, 

11.45 Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day 10.00 Combined 
Mass, said, with Christmas Carols 

26th St Stephen’s Day.  
Solemn Mass 10.30 

 
Canon Andrew Sage 

andrewsage@aol.com  01253 351484

   
 N

or
th

-W
es

t B
la

ck
bu

rn
, C

ar
lis

le
, C

he
st

er
, L

iv
er

po
ol

, M
an

ch
es

te
r S

od
or

 a
nd

 M
an

   
   

   
  .

...
..

  St Andrew's Parish 
Church  Graham Road 

West Kirby 
A warm welcome awaits you at 
your local Church of England 

Parish Church as we celebrate 
Christmas, the coming of our Lord 

and Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Sunday 28th November  

Advent Carol Service 6.00pm 
Sunday 19th December 

Carol Service 
Christmas Eve 

Crib Mass 6.00pm, 11.30pm 
Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
10.30am Mass 

Churchwarden  0795 725 3013 
www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk  

St.Augustine's  
Tonge Moor, Bolton BL2 2LP  
Wednesday, 22nd December 
7.30pm Carol Service (St.Aidan's). 

Christmas Eve 
11.30pm Midnight Mass with the 
completion of the Christmas Crib.  

Christmas Day 
9.00am Mass (St.Aidan’s),10.30am 

Solemn Christmas Mass.   
Sunday 26th December 

3pm Service of Nine Lessons  
and Carols   

Fr.Tony Davies 01204 523899 
ALL WELCOME      Follow us on Facebook

The Parish of Swinton & 
Pendlebury, Manchester  

Christmas Eve 
4pm Christingle Vigil Mass at Saint 

Peter's (M27 0WA) 7.30pm. Sung Mass 
of the Vigil & Blessing of the Crib at 

Saint Augustine's (M27 8UX) 11.30pm. 
Midnight Mass & Blessing of the Crib 

at All Saints' (M27 9UG) &  
at Saint Peter's Christmas Day  

8am Mass of the Dawn at Saint Peter's 
Sung Mass of Christmas Day with 

Carols at All Saints' at 9.30am, Saint 
Augustine's at 10am, & Saint Peter's at 
10.30am. December 26th Mass 
at usual Sunday times - 8 a.m., 10.30 

a.m., & 5.30 p.m. at Saint Peter's, 9.30 
a.m. at All Saints', 11 a.m. at Saint 
Augustine's. At Saint Peter's we will 
keep the feast of Saint Stephen, in 

remembrance of the former church and 
school of Saint Stephen's in the district. 

For details of carol services, other services, etc.  
Fr Jeremy Sheehy 0161 794 1578    

Parish Office 0161 727 8175 
paroffsandp@btconnect.com 

Further information at our entries on 
achurchnearyou.  

St Luke's Southport , 
PR9 9AJ  

(Corner of St Luke's Rd & 
Hawkshead St)  

CHRISTMAS EVE                                   
11.00pm Midnight Mass  

CHRISTMAS DAY  
Mass of the Day 11.30am  

Parish Priest:  
Fr.Tom Carpenter,  

01 704 538560 www.sluke.co.uk 

St.Peter, Stockport 
Society of St.Wilfrid & 

St.Hilda 
Fri. 17th Dec 

 7.00 Candlelit Carol Service 
Christmas Eve 12.30pm Vigil Mass 

Christmas Day 10.30am Sung Mass  
Sun. 26th, Holy Family 

10.30am Low Mass with Carols 
Mon. 27th St.John 

Low Mass 12.30pm 
Tues. 28th Holy Innocents 
Low Mass 12.30pm 

 
Contact Fr.Ken. Kendrick  

0161 483 0675 

Parish Church of Saint 
Paul the Apostle, 

Paddington, Salford  
*FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT* 

Sunday 19th December  
11:00hrs PARISH MASS 

*THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD* 
Friday 24th December 

23:30hrs FIRST MASS AT MIDNIGHT 
Saturday 25th December  

08:00hrs SECOND MASS AT DAWN 
11:00hrs THIRD MASS DURING THE DAY 
19:00hrs VESPERS AND BENEDICTION 

*FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY* 
Sunday 26th December 2021 

11:00hrs PARISH MASS 
Monday 27th December 2021 - 

Saturday 1st January 2022 
10:30hrs MASS (each day) 

Confessions each day before MASS or by 
Appointment 0161-736-8868 

CHRISTMAS 
A church of The Society under the 
episcopal care of the Bishop of 

Burnley.www.sgp.org.uk or 
www.facebook/stgeorgethemartyrpreston

SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER 
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 
11.30pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
10.30am Solemn Pontifical Mass of 

the Day  

Parish Priest: Fr David Craven SSC 
01772 755125    dacraven@hotmail.com 

St.Michael,  
Coppenhall, Crewe    

Christmas Eve 
6.30pm Crib Service and Christingle, 
11.30pm Midnight Mass of Christmas 

Christmas Day 
10.00am Sung Mass with Carols 

Boxing Day, Christmas 1 8.00am 
Said Mass, 10.00am Sung Mass. 
9.30am Mass during the Octave  

Society  Parish under the care of 
the Bishop of Beverley  

Contact Fr.John Xavier Leal SSC  
01 270 215151
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St.Oswald's, Hartlepool   
 Christmas Eve 

9.30am Mass, 5pm Carol 
Service and Nativity, 11.30pm 

Midnight Mass.  
Christmas Day 

9.30am Sung Mass   

Parish Priest Fr.Graeme Buttery SSC 

01 429 273201

S John Seaham Harbour  
SR7 7SA (SJ) with All Saints 

Deneside (AS) & S Mary Seaham 
(SM) SEAHAM: 

COUNTY DURHAM 
 

Christingle Service 12th Dec  
4.30pm(SJ)   

Nine lessons & Carols 19th Dec 
3pm (SM) & 5pm (SJ)  

Christmas Eve:  
7.00pm Vigil Mass by candlelight 

(SM) & 11.30 pm Solemn Mass of 
Midnight (SJ)   

Christmas Day:  
9.30am Solemn Mass (AS) & 
11.00am Solemn Mass (SJ)   

A Society/See of Beverley Parish:  
Fr P Kennedy SSC 0191 3665496 :  

Fr C Collins 0191 5817186  
www.stjohns-seaham.org.uk

The United Benefice of S. Hugh 
of Lincoln, New Cantley &  

Holy Trinity, Doncaster. 
 

All worship at S. Hugh’s. 
 

Saturday 18th December 
12.00 – 4.00pm Quiet Afternoon. 

 
24th December at 10.00pm 

Night Mass of the Nativity.. 
 

Christmas Day 10.00am 
Mass of the Nativity 

 
Sunday 26th 10.00am 
Mass of the Holy Family 

 
Saturday 1st January 12 Noon 

Rosary & Mass of Our Lady.. 
 

Thursday 6th January 
7.00pm Mass of the Epiphany 

 
For more details contact Fr Stokoe 

on 01302 371256

Christ the King,  
Bowburn (DH6 5DS) 

 
Sunday 19th December  

11am Sung Mass 
3pm Nativity Play & Christingle Service   

Christmas Eve 
10:45pm Imformal Carol Singing 

11.30pm Midnight Mass of the Nativity 
 

Christmas Day 
11am Festival Mass with carols 

 
Parish Priest: Fr. John Livesley 

SSC: 01388 814817

St.Mary’s Horden, 
County Durham 

 
Christmas Eve 3.15pm First 
Vespers at the Crib; 4pm 

Christingle; 8pm Vigil Mass (St 
Andrew’s Blackhall); 11.30pm 
Proclamation, Solemn Mass of 
Midnight and Blessing of Crib 
Christmas Day  8.30am Lauds; 
9am Mass of the Dawn (St 

Andrew’s Blackhall); 10.30am 
Solemn Mass of the Day 

6pm Second Vespers  
at the Crib 

Fr Kyle McNeil SSC, 0191 586 0606

St Helen's Parish Church 
West Auckland 

Bishop Auckland 
Co Durham 

Saturday 18th December  

11:30am Messy Chistmas  
Sunday 19th December  
10.00am The Parish Mass 

6.00pm The Parish Carol Service 
with Ferryhill Brass Band and choirs 

from local schools  
Christmas Eve  

4.00pm Family Service  
11.30pm Midnight Mass by candlelight 
Christmas Day: 9.30am Family Mass 
Sunday 26th December (The Holy 
Family) 10.00am The Parish Mass 

with Carols 
Saturday 1st January (Mary, Mother 

of God) 12noon Holy Mass 
Sunday 9th January 2022 

 The Epiphany of the Lord 
10.00am The Procession of the Kings, 

Parish Mass followed by The Parish 
Christmas Lunch 

www.sthelenschurch.co.uk 

S. Chad, Toller Lane, Bradford 
An English Missal Parish of the 

Society 
19th December 

Advent iv 
4 p.m.  Christmass Carols and Benediction 

Christmas Eve 
11.15 p.m.  The First Mass of Christmass 

Christmass Day 
10.45 a.m. Solemn Mass 

4 p.m. Evening Prayer at the Crib 
26th December 

 S. Stephen the First Martyr 10.45 a.m.  
Solemn Mass 
Please see  

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/c
hurch/5757/ for details 

Twitter: @SChads1  
Parish Priest: Fr Liam Beadle

The Church of 
St.Columba, 

Middlesbrough.  
 

Christmas Eve 
11.30pm Midnight Mass  

of the Nativity and Blessing 
 of the Crib.  

 
Christmas Day 

10am Sung Mass with Carols.  
 

For further information contact 
Fr.Stephen Cooper on 01 642 824779 

College of Readers 

Are you a licensed Reader 
(Licensed Lay Minister)? 

The College of Readers is an organisation 
which aims to  provide support, study opportunities 
and spiritual development for Readers who accept 

the traditional understanding of the apostolic 
ministry of bishops, priests and deacons. 

Annual membership is £15.00: 

Chairman : Barry Barnes 
Further information may be obtained from 

Mary Snape (Treasurer/Registrar)
01782 332606

mary@college-of-readers.org.uk
www.college-of-readers.org.uk

Patron. The Rt. Revd Norman Banks 
Bishop of Richborough

Co-patron. The Rt. Revd Martyn Jarre t

The Parish Church of 
S.James the Great 
 Albert Hill, Darlington, DL1 2LU 
Sunday 19th December 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
10:00 am Parish Mass 

Wednesday 22 December 
9:30 am Mass 

10:00 am Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament 

Saturday 25 December 
The Nativity of the Lord 
10:00 am Solemn Mass 

For latest information about our 
Carol Service and Christingle, 

visit our web site: 
www.stjamesdarlington.org 

Priest in Charge: Father Michael Way 
Telephone: 01325 954069

Special Offer  
Christmas Decorations Set

These beautiful elegantly crafted 
tree ornaments have been made 
in Hungary from wood. Each has 
a diameter of 2”, on a dark blue 
background with gold foil 
highlights and a gold tassel. 
There are 6 separate designs, 
one of each in the pack. They 
are a perfect gift or ideal for your 
own tree.

Was £15.98 Now Just £7.99 including p&p
Order online at www.acsreligiousgoods.co.uk or call 0121 382 5533
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All Saints Team Ministry, 
South Shields    

Christmas Eve - 11.30pm  
Midnight Mass.  

 
Christmas Day Mass - 10am  

 
Wednesday 29th December  - 

6:30pm 
Nine Lessons and Carols   

Contact Fr.Mervyn Thompson  

0191 456 1851

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH 
MIDDLESBROUGH 

(corner of Linthorpe Road and Grange Road)  

Tuesday 7th December 
Annual Memorial Service 

7.00pm. All bereaved families 
and relatives welcome. 

Christmas Day Mass 9.45 am  
All enquiries to Father Glyn Holland  

Tel: 01642 820304 

St. Andrew's, Tudhoe Grange, 

Spennymoor (DL16 6NE) 
Sunday 19th December,  

4th Sunday of Advent: 

9am Sung Mass 
6pm A Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols 
followed by mulled wine and mince pies 

Christmas Eve: 

4pm Nativity Play & Crib Service 
6:15 Informal Carol Singing 

7pm The First Mass of Christmas 
Christmas Day: 

9am The Mass of the Dawn with Carols 

Parish Priest: Fr. John Livesley SSC: 01388 814817

St.Aidan, Grangetown, 

Sunderland, SR2 9RS 

Christmass Eve 
6.00 pm Parish Carol Service 

11:30 Midnight Mass 
Christmass Day 

10.00  Parish Mass with Carols 
6.00pm Benediction by candlelight 

26th December - The Holy Family  
10.00 am Parish Mass 

17th December – 30th December 
9.30 Mass (Daily) 

1st January 2022 - Mary, Mother of God 
Midday Mass 

We wish you a Happy and Holy 
Christmass! You will be most welcome 

at our celebrations.  Come let us 
adore him! 

Contact: Father David Raine SSC 
Tel 0191 5143485 e: farvad@sky.com

ST.WILFRID, CANTLEY, 
DONCASTER  

Christmas Eve 
10pm Midnight Mass.  

Christmas Day 
10am Parish Mass.   

Sunday 26th 
8am and 10am Mass.  

Monday 27th 9.30am Mass 
Tuesday 28th 9.30am Mass   

Wednesday 29th  -9.30am Mass 
Thursday 30th - 9.30am Mass 

Friday 31st - 8pm Mass   
Fr.Andrew Howard  

01 302 285316, mob 0774 0932758.  
e-mail fatherahoward@gmail.com

Christmas in the Parish 
of Swindon New Town 

Sunday 19 December  
Advent IV Masses  

  9.00am S. Saviour's;  
10.30am S. Mark’s; 
11.00am S. Luke's.   

  6.00pm S. Luke's Service of 
Lessons and Carols 

Tuesday 21 December   
7.00pm S. Mark’s Service of Lessons 

and Carols 
Friday 24 December The Nativity 

of Our Lord 
4.00pm S. Saviour’s Crib Service 

9.00pm S Luke’s Mass of the Night 
11.30pm S. Mark’s Midnight Mass 

Saturday 25 December 
10.00am S. Saviour’s Mass of 

Christmas Day 
Sunday 26 December – The Feast 

of the Holy Family Masses 
  9.00am S. Saviour's;  
10.30am S. Mark’s; 
11.00am S. Luke's. 

Saturday 1 January – Solemnity of 
Mary Mother of God 

  10am S. Luke’s – Sung Mass with 
readings and prayers in Konkan 

Contact Parish Administrator 01793 538220 
swindonnewtown@btinternet.com

St.Catherine of Siena, 
Richmond Road, Sheffield 

 Christmas Eve 
5pm -family nativity/Christingle 

service with communion. 
9pm- First Mass of Christmas 

Christmas Day  
 10 am - mass of Christmas Day 

 

Contact Fr.Philip Knowles  
0114 239 9598

SACRED HEART 
PLYMOUTH 

 

  ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST WITH 
ST MARY THE VIRGIN  
Christmass Eve 

First Mass of Christmass  8.00. @ 
St Johns  

Christmass Day 
Said Mass 10.30 am @ St. Johns  

Holy Family 
Said Mass 11.am @ St. Johns 

Feast of Title of St. John’s  
27th Dec 

Parish Mass 10.00am. 
 

email churchofstjohn1@btconnect.com 

www. sacredheartplymouth.co.uk

Heavitree Parish, Exeter 
St Michael's (Church Lane) 

 
Christmas Eve 

6pm Crib service 
Christmas Day 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 8.00am Said Mass 

10.30am Morning Mass with prayers 
round the crib 

 
St Lawrence's 

 (Lower Hill Barton Road) 
Christmas Eve 

4pm Crib Service 
Christmas Day 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 
10.30am Morning Mass 

 
fuller details: www.heavitreeprish.co.uk

The Parish Church of 
the Good Shepherd,   

Forest Road, Ford Estate,  
Sunderland. SR4 0DX 

0191 5656780  or  0191 5656318 
Parish Priest: Fr Beresford Skelton CMP SSC 
Come and share the joy of Christmas 

Friday 24th December  
Christmas Eve 

6.00pm Carols and Lessons leading 
into The Vigil Mass of Christmas with 

Blessing of the Crib Followed by Mince 
Pies and Drinks 

Saturday 25th December  
Christmas Day 

9.15am Procession to the Crib & 
Solemn Mass of Christmas Day 

Sunday 2nd January Feast of the 
Holy Family  

9.15am Solemn Mass  
Wishing you all the joys and 

blessings of Christmas

St Martin on-the-Hill, 

Scarborough 

Albion Road YO11 2BY 
'Scarborough's Pre-Raphaelite Gem' 

 

Christmas Eve: 

 Crib Service 3.30pm 
11.30pm Sung Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day: 

8.00am BCP Holy Communion 
10.30am Sung Mass of Christmas Day  

Parish Priest Fr.David Dixon, 
frdavidstmart@gmail.com. 

01723 363828

St Saviour with all Saints, 

Scarborough 
Gladstone Road YO12 7EP 

Christmas Eve: 

 5.30pm Crib & Christingle Service 
9.30pm Sung Mass of the Nativity of 

The Lord 
Christmas Day: 

Said Mass at 10.00am  
Parish Priest Fr.David Dixon, 
frdavidstmart@gmail.com. 

01723 363828

All Saints,  
North Street, York.   

24 December  
7:30 p.m. High Mass, Procession, 

Blessing of the Crib 
25 December  

10:30 a.m. Low Mass 
 

Full calendar and contact details 
at www.allsaints-northstreet.org.uk

St Peter and St Leonard, Horbury 
(WF4 6AS) 

8th December: 7pm Sung Mass for the 
Immaculate Conception w the Bishop of 
Beverley - followed by drinks and nibbles 

12th December: 10.30am Sung Mass w 
Confirmation & Blessing of Bambinelli w 

the Bishop of Wakefield 
18th December: 7am Rorate Mass 

19th December: 6pm Parish Carol Service - 
followed by sherry 24th December, Christmas 
Eve: 5pm Christingle; 11.30pm Midnight 

Mass & Blessing of Crib 
25th December, Christmas Day: 8am Said Mass; 

10.30am Sung Mass 26th December, Holy 
Family: 10.30am Sung Mass 1st January, Mary, 
Mother of God:  12noon Sung Mass - followed 

by refreshments 
St John, Horbury Bridge (WF4 5NU) 

25th December, Christmas Day: 9am Sung Mass 
& Blessing of Crib 26th December, Holy Family: 

9am Sung Mass 
27th December, St John, Patron: 12noon Sung 

Mass - followed by lunch 
Follow us on Facebook or Twitter 

@horburychurch or find us at 
horburychurch.com

CHRISTMAS AT S MARY 
MAGDALENE’S  

WILSON STREET, MILLFIELD,  
SUNDERLAND SR4 6HJ 

 
Friday 24/25th DEC. CHRISTMAS EVE 

12.00Midnight MIDNIGHT MASS OF 
CHRISTMAS 

Saturday 25th DEC. CHRISTMAS DAY 
10.30   MASS WITH CAROLS 

18.30  CANDLELIGHT ROSARY  
AND BENEDICTION AT THE CRIB 

Sunday 2nd JAN. THE HOLY FAMILY  
 OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH 
10.30  SOLEMN MASS 
18.30 BENEDICTION 
19.00  LOW MASS 

 
WE WISH YOU EVERY BLESSING IN 

THIS HOLY SEASON OF CELEBRATION 
OF  THE BIRTH OF JESUS AND INVITE 
YOU TO  COME AND WORSHIP  THE 

INFANT KING 
Contact Fr Beresford Skelton CMP 
01915656318 for further details

St. Stephen, Sneinton   
Nottingham NG2 4LE 

 
Christmas Eve 

6pm  - Crib Service 
11.15 Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
9.30 – Christmas Mass 

Boxing Day 
9.30 St Stephen’s Day Mass   

Rev John Blakeley 
Priest in Charge 

Mobile 07368 697 292 
Email john@ststephens.info

St.Mary, Sculcoates 
Sculcoates Lane, Hull, HU5 1DP 

Christmas Services 
Sunday 5th December  

11am Christingle Mass & Gift of Toys 
Sunday 12th December 

11am Sung Eucharist, 6pm Benediction 
Monday 13th December 

 7.30pm Carols with Hull Bach Choir 
(Ticketed event or pay on the door) 

Friday 17th December  
10am Stepney School , Carols and 

readings. 
 Sunday 19th December 

 11am Sung Eucharist 
4pm Carols by Candlelight & Nativity 

Monday 20th December 
 10am Said Mass 
Friday 24th December 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 Saturday 25th December 

 11am Sung Eucharist 
Sunday 26th December 

 11am Sung Eucharist 
ALL are very welcome. 

Fr.Phil Lamb 01 482 620341 
We are a Society Parish under the 

Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley

The Parish Church of S 

Ignatius the Martyr, 

Suffolk Street, Hendon, 

SUNDERLAND, SR2 8BY 

Christmas Eve 
4.00pm Vigil Mass of Christmas, with 

Carols 
Christmas Day 

12.00 midnight Solemn Mass during 
the Night, with the Blessing of the Crib 

8.00am Mass at Dawn 
10.30am Mass during the Day 

Sunday, 26th December 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & 

Joseph 8.00am Mass 
10.30am Solemn Mass, with Carols 

For further information, please 
telephone 0191 567 5575  

or 07833 994930

St.Luke,  
New Rossington 

 

Tuesday 24th 
December, 7:00pm 

 Midnight Mass 
No Christmas Day Service    

lynnerodwell@yahoo.com
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St. Martin's, Barton,  
Barton Hill Road, Torquay,  TQ2 8JA  

Carol Service 
Advent 4, Sunday December 19th at 

4.00.p.m.  
Christingle and Crib Service, 

Christmas Eve 4.00.p.m. 
Families and children especially welcome. 

 
Midnight Mass 

Christmas Eve, 11.30.p.m.  
Christmas Morning Mass 

Christmas Day, 10.00.a.m. 

Churchwarden 01 803 327223 

Holy Nativity, 
Knowle, Bristol 

 
Christmas Day  

Mass of Christmas Morning 
10.00am 

 
Contact:   

Philip Goodfellow 
phil.goodfellow@mac.com

ALL HALLOWS EASTON 
BRISTOL BS5 0HH  

Sunday 19 December 
6 o’clock Carols by Candlelight 

Tuesday 21 December 
7.15 pm Low Mass 

Wednesday 22 December  
10 am Low Mass 
Christmas Eve  

4 o’clock Crib Service 
10 o’clock Late Night Mass 

Christmas Morning 
 10 o’clock Family Mass  

Contact Fr Jones Mutemwakwenda  
01179551804 allhallowseaston.org 

ST MARY’S BATHWICK  
(bottom of Bathwick Hill)  

 
Christmas Eve: 
4pm Crib service 

11pm Midnight Mass  
Christmas Day: 

10.30am Christmas morning 
Eucharist  

Holy Family Sunday: 
10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6pm Evensong   
ST JOHN’S BATHWICK  

(opposite Fire Station) 
 

Christmas Eve: 
6pm Vigil Mass  
Christmas Day: 

9am Christmas morning Mass  
Holy Family Sunday: 

9am Sunday Mass  
Contact Fr.Peter Edwards 01225 460052 

or www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

St.Martin, 
Salisbury     

Christmas Eve 
4pm Crib Service 

8:00pm - Mass during the Night 
 

Christmas Day 
10:00am - Mass during the Day   
Daily Mass - contact Fr.David 
Fisher, 01722 320033 or visit 

the Website: 
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk

Parish of All Saints and St Saviour 
All Saints Church, All Saints, Road 

Weston-super-Mare, BS23 2NL 
A Peaceful and Holy Christmas to all 

Everyone welcome 
 

Carols by Candlelight  
Wednesday 15th Dec at 7.00pm 

A traditional Carol Service that  
retells the Christmas story 

Harmonia Sacra: Director Peter  
Leech With Matthew Nicholls,  

Organ and Bristol Brass 
 

Sunday Dec 19th 
3.00pm Carols at St Saviour’s 

Friday Dec 24th Christmas Eve  
11.00pm Midnight Mass and Blessing 

of the Crib  
Saturday Dec 25th Christmas Day  

9.00am Low Mass  
10.30am Said Mass with Carols  

Sunday Dec 26th Holy Family 
10.30am Parish Mass  

Tuesday Dec 28th & Thursday Dec 30th  
10.00am Mass 

 
Parish Office: 01934 415379 

e-mail: allsaintsandstsaviour@btconnect.com 
Visit our website www.allsaintswsm.org

The Parish of 
St.Peter & the Holy 
Apostles, Plymouth  

 

Christmas Eve  
11.30pm Blessing of the Crib and 

Midnight Mass of Christmas at 
St.Peter's, Wyndham Square.   

Christmas Day  

10am Sung Mass and Carols at 
St.Peter's.   

OCTAVE (including Feasts) 
10am Sung Mass DAILY in St 

Peters 
 

 Fr.David Way 01 752 
222007 

fr.davidway@gmail.com
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St.Ambrose, Westbourne, 

Bournemouth  
Christmas Eve 

11.30pm Midnight Mass.  
Christmas Day  

10am Sung Mass (CW)  
Sunday, 26th December,4pm  

Nine Lessons & Carols. 
 

Fr.Adrian Pearce. 01 202 911569.  
e-mail - afpear2@gmail.com 

Parish Office 01 202 766772.

All Saints’ Notting Hill 
Clydesdale Rd W11 1JE    

 
Christmas Eve 
Midnight Mass 11.30 

 
Christmas Day 
Parish Mass 11am    

New Year’s Eve  
 Watch Night Mass 11.30pm  

www.allsaintsnottinghill.org.uk  

St.Martin, Lewes 
Road,Brighton 

 

Sunday 19th December 

4pm Carols for Everyone.  

Christmas Eve 

4pm Children's Crib Service,  
10pm The First Mass of Christmass.  

Christmas Day 

10am Mass of the Day.  
  

  Canon Trevor Buxton 01 273 604687

St. Augustine's Church,   Cooden Drive, Bexhill on Sea.  TN39 3AZ  
Christmas Eve 

5.00pm Nativity Play with Carols 
11.30pm Midnight Mass   

Christmas Day 
8.00am  Mass, 

10.00am Parish Mass for all 
ages (With traditional carols)  

Further details of services and events 
at St.Augustines please vistit our 

website: 
www.staugustinesbexhill.org.uk  

Further details:  Fr. Robert Coates SSC   
01424  210 785. 

St. Andrew's, 
Kingsbury, NW9 8RZ 

Christmas Eve 
11pm First Mass of Christmas  

Christmas Day 
10.30am Sung Mass and Carols..  

  
 See website for Sunday and daily services: 

www.standrewskingsbury.org.uk or 020 
8205 7447 

Saint Stephen’s 
Gloucester Road  

London SW7 4RL 
Parish Priest: Fr Philip Barnes SSC  

Advent 1 - 1 December 
“From Darkness to Light”  18.00 
A Service of Words and Music for 

Advent   
Christmas Eve  - 24 December 

Midnight Mass 23.00 
Communion Service in E (Darke) 

A babe is born (Mathias)  
Christmas Day - 25 

December Solemn Mass 11.00 
Missa O Magnum Mysterium (Vctoria) 
Out of your sleep (Rodney Bennett)   
S Stephen’s Day 26 December 

Solemn Mass 11.00 
Mass for double choir (Leighton) 

Bring us, O Lord God (Harris)   

www.saint-stephen.org.uk

The Ascension PO2 
0JG, Portsmouth  

Sunday 19th 
6pm Nine Lessons and Carols, 

Christmas Eve 
5.30pm Christingle 

Service, 11.30pm Midnight Mass  
St Saviour PO2 8PB,   

Thursday 23rd 
7pm Carols by Candlelight  

Christmas Eve 
3.30pm Christingle Service 

Christmas Day 
10am Parish Mass 

 

All Most Welcome   
Vicar: Fr Benjamin Weitzmann SSC 

02392  439711  
www.ascensionportsmouth.org.uk

St.Dunstan with Holy Angels, 
Cranford, West London.  

The nearest The Society Parish 
to Heathrow Airport.   
Christmas Eve 

11.30pm First Mass of Christmass  
 

Christmas Day 
10.30am Solemn Mass of the Day  

 
Sunday 26th  

The Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph 

10.30am Solemn Mass 
 

All Masses are celebrated in the 
ancient Parish Church of  

St Dunstan. Famous for its 
Martin Travers furnishings 

Rector: Fr.Michael Gill SSC  
020 8897 8836.

All Saints  
South Wimbledon    

19th December 
6.30pm Carols by Candlelight  

Christmas Eve 
5pm Christingle and Crib Service, 

11.45 Midnight Solemn Mass.   
Christmas Day 

11am Solemn Mass.    

Parish Priest: Fr. Christopher Noke  
020 8948 7986 

All Saints, Twickenham    
 

Christmas Eve 
10pm Mass of the Nativity of  

the Lord.  
 

Christmas Day 
10am Parish Mass.    

 

Fr.Alex Lane 0208 894 3580 
Website: allsaintstwickenham.co.uk 

Live liturgy stream 
Follow us on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham

St Michael and All 
Angels', Tonbridge Road, 

Maidstone  
CHRISTMAS 2021 

 
Sung Mass on Sundays at 

10:30am 
Low Mass on Thursdays at  

10:30am 
Sunday 12th December 

10:30am, Sung 
Mass; 4:30pm Benediction 

Sunday 19th December 
10:30am, Sung Mass; 

4:30pm Nine Lessons and 
Carols 

Christmas Eve 
 4pm. Crib Service; 11:30pm. 
Midnight Mass of the Nativity  

of Our Lord 
Christmas Day  

10:30am Sung Mass. 
 

Contact: Fr Neil Bryson SSC  
01622 721123

St.Luke,  
Kingston-upon-Thames   

Sunday 19th 
5pm Family Carol Concert 

with Canbury Singers 
Christmas Eve 

4:30 pm Crib Service 
11pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
8am Mass of the Nativity 

10:30am Sung Mass 
 

Contact Fr.Martin Hislop (Parish 
Office)Tel. 020 8974 8079. 

stlukeskingston@googlemail.com  
www.stlukeskingston.org.uk

ALL SAINTS’ 

BENHILTON 

SUTTON, SURREY SM1 3DA 

A Parish of The Society 
and in the care of the Bishop of Fulham   

Christmas Eve: 

 4:00 p.m. Crib & Christingle Service 
11:30 p.m. Solemn Midnight Mass  

Christmas Day: 

8:00 a.m. Low Mass   
9:30 a.m. The Solemn Mass of 

Christmas Day  
For further information please contact  
Fr David Chislett SSC: 07860 636 270,  

e-mail: david@fministry.com 

St.John 
the 
Baptist, 
Sevenoaks 
 

CHRISTMAS 2021  
 

Sunday 19th  
4pm Service of Nine Lessons  

and Carols  
Christmas Eve 

4pm Crib and Christingle Service 
11.30pm Midnight Mass  

Christmas Day 
9am Mass of the Dawn 
10am Solemn Mass of  

Christmas Day 
 

For further information see 
website: www.stjtb.com

THE PARISH OF HARBLEDOWN 
A Benefice of The Society and in the care 

of the Bishop of Richborough  
CHRISTMAS 2021  

All services will take place in the Parish 
Church of S.Michael & All Angels,Church 

Hill, Harbledown CT2 8NW 
 

Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m. Crib & Christingle Service  

11:00 p.m Carols by Candlelight, 
leading into…11:30 p.m. Solemn 

Midnight Mass (candlelit) 
 

Christmas Day 
10:30 a.m. Solemn Mass of the Day 

 
26th – 29th each day: 

10:00 a.m. Mass  
 

For any further information or details, please 
contact one of the following: 

Rector: Fr Peter Harnden SSC (01227 479377)  
Churchwardens:  Mrs Karen Glithero (07969 
404209)Mrs Jill Greensted (07942 749220)

Christmas Services 
at Holy Trinity, Upper 

Brook Street, 
Winchester   

Tuesday 21st December 4pm 
Family Carols and mince pies, mulled 
wine and non-alcoholic apple punch. 
Friday 24th December 7.30pm 

First Mass of Christmas and 
Blessing of the Crib 

Saturday 25th December 1030am  
Family Mass with carols and 

Blessing of the Christmas Tree 
Contact the Churchwardens, John 

Purver 01962 732351 or Kathy Mabey 
01962 853460 or email: 

office@holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

The Ascension 
Lavender Hill, London SW11 

  
Sun 19 Dec:  

Christingle & Carol Service 
at 5pm  

Christmas Eve: Midnight 
Mass (Solemn) at 11pm  

Christmas Day:  
Solemn Mass at 10.30am  

Sun 26 Dec: 
Solemn Mass at 11am (The 

Holy Family)  
Sat 1 Jan:  

Solemn Mass (Mary, 
Mother of God)  

Sun 2 Jan:  
Solemn Mass at 11am 

(Christmas II)    
 

Parish Priest: Fr Philip Kennedy 
020 7228 5340 

ascensionsw11@gmail.com

St. Saviour’s 
Eastbourne 

A Society Parish   

Christmas Eve 

4.30pm - Nine Lessons &  
Carols by Candlelight 

11.30pm - Midnight Mass with Carols 
 

Christmas Day 

9am - Mass of the Dawn 
10.30am - Sung Mass & Blessing of the 

Crib with Carols   
Contact Fr Mark McAulay SSC 

01323 722317 
www.stsaviourseastbourne.org.uk

Holy Spirit Southsea  
Fawcett Road PO4 0DY 

A parish of The Society in the 
Diocese of Portsmouth 
www.holyspiritsouthsea.org.uk 

Sunday 19 December 
6.00pm Traditional Carol Service by 

Candlelight 
Christmas Eve 

4.00pm Crib Service & Christingle  
for families and children 
11.00pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
10.00am Parish Mass 
Sunday 26 December  

Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 
8am Mass / 10am Solemn Mass 
Sunday 5th January 2020 Epiphany 

8.00am Mass 10.00am Parish Mass 
www.holyspiritsouthsea.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/HolySpiritSouthsea

Christmas at  
St Martin’s Ruislip 

Christmas Eve 
4.30pm - Children’s Carols 

6.00pm - Nativity Mass 
11.30pm - Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
8.00am - Mass 

10.00am - Sung Mass 
Sunday 26th 

8.00am & 10.00am Masses 
www.stmartins-ruislip.org

Holy Trinity Church 

Bellevue Road, Ramsgate.  
Christmas Services 2021 

 
 December 12th  

Christingle Service preceded by 
Workshop to make the Christingles 

at 3:00PM and Service at 
3:45PM  

Sunday, December 19th  
estival of Nine Lessons and Carols 

at 3:00PM. 
Christmas Eve  

The First Mass of Christmas at 
9:00pm followed by Mulled Wine 

and Mince Pies. 
Christmas Day. 

Sung Mass of Christmas Day with 
Carols at 10:00am. 

 
Fr Paul Blanch.  Rector and Parish Priest.  

TEL  01843 654102 
email: ppstfrancis@gmail.com  

St Augustine 
Aldershot  

Christmass Eve 
7pm Sung Mass   

Bob Murrell, 0795 695 7980, 
rjmurrell@btinternet.com 

www.staugustine-aldershot.org.uk 

St George, Bickley BR1 2BE   
(in easy reach of Bickley and 

Chislehurst stations)  
Tuesday 21 December 

8.00pm - Nine Lessons and Carols  
Christmas Eve 
3.30pm Crib Service,  

11.30pm Midnight Mass  
Christmas Day 
10.30am Sung Mass 

Sunday 26th December 
 (Holy Family) 

10.30am Sung Mass  
For more information contact Vera Bilby, 

churchwarden, 07943 098828 

Church of The Annunciation, 

Chislehurst.   
Christmas Eve 

4.00pm Family Crib Service, 
11.30pm Solemn Mass of 

Midnight.  
Christmas Day 

8.00am Low Mass of the Dawn, 
10.00am Sung Mass of the Day.   

Contact: 020 8467 3606  
annunciation.chislehurst@gmail.com 

and on Facebook

St Andrew's ,  
West Street, Deal. 

 Christmas Worship 2021 

Sunday, December 19th. 
Festival of Nine Lessons  
and Carols at 6:00PM. 

Christmas Eve 
The Christingle Service at 4:00PM  

The First Mass of Christmas Midnight at 
11:30PM. 

Christmas Day  
Mass said at 10:00AM 

Fr Paul Blanch.  
Rector and Parish Priest.  

TEL  01843 654102 
email: ppstfrancis@gmail.com

S. Augustine 
Kilburn 

The Cathedral of North London 
NW6 5XD   

Advent Sunday (28th November) 
6pm Advent Carol Service & Benediction  

Advent III (19th December) 
5.30pm Festival of Lessons & Carols 

Christmas Eve 
5.00 pm Crib Service 

8pm Vigil (Midnight) Mass of Christmas 
Christmas Day 

10.30am Solemn Mass of the Nativity  

See our website for further details 
of our mass times and events: 

www.staugustinekilburn.org

St Luke’s, Jersey 
Sun 19 Dec 

1800 Nine Lessons and  Carols 
by Candlelight  
Christmas Eve 

1600 Christingle Service 
2330 Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 
1030 Family Mass 

Fr Nick Barry SSC 01534 851445 
www.stlukesjersey.com 
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London, SW1,  
Winter Concert 

Tuesday 30th November 7pm 
Nine Lessons and Carols 

Tuesday 14th & Thursday 16th 
December 7pm 

Christmas Eve 
Family Crib service 4.00pm 
Midnight Mass 11:30pm 

Christmas Day 
Holy Communion (BCP) 8am 

Parish Mass 10:30am 
Contact Fr.Owen Higgs 0207 834 7520 

website www.stgabrielspimlico.com

Parish Church of St.Cuthbert w 
St.Matthias, Philbeach Gdns., 

Earls Court SW5      
Saturday 11th December 

4pm Community Carol Service. 
Wednesday 15th December 
7.00pm Parish Carol Service.  

Christmas Eve  
4pm Family Carol Service,  
11.30pm Midnight Mass.  

Christmas Day  
10.30am Sung Mass.  

 Contact: Father Paul Bagott  
07711 405750 or 0207 370 3263,  

email: frpaul@saintcuthbert.org 

Christmass Services for St 
Luke’s Church, Virginia Rd  
Gillingham Kent ME7 1PB 

Christmass Eve 
CRIB SERVICE for the excited of ALL 

AGES!  5pm 
BLESSING of the CRIB and 

MIDNIGHT MASS 11pm 
CHRISTMASS DAY 

 Visit to the Crib and CHRISTMASS 
MASS 10.30am 

Evening Prayer & Benediction  5pm 
Sunday, December 26th 

Visit to the Crib & Parish Mass 
10.30am 

Evening Prayer & Benediction 5pm 
Daily Mass & Crib visit: Dec 27th - 

Saturday January 1st-  10am 
EPIPHANY SUNDAY - January 2nd. 
 PROCESSION of the KINGS and 

PARISH MASS  10.30am 
Evening Prayer & Benediction. 5pm 

Web site- Church near you -  
St Luke's Gillingham 

Fr Garry Jenkins SSC  Tel 01634- 580433

St Pancras Old Church  
London’s ancient parish church 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES   

CHRISTMAS EVE 
Crib Service 4pm 

Vigil Mass of the Nativity 9pm 
followed by drinks  
Christmas Day 

Parish Mass 9 30am  
Parish Priest Fr James Elston SSC  

www.posp.co.uk

St Anselm’s, Hatch End     
  

Christmas Eve 
Vigil Mass of Christmas – 

6.00pm 
Christmas Day 

Midnight Mass (said) – 11.30pm 
Said Mass – 8.00am 

Parish Mass (sung with carols) – 
10.00am 

  
For more details and all other 

services and events see: 
stanselmshatchend.org.uk

Holy Trinity, Winchmore Hill,  
N21 3RS 

Christmas Eve  
4.00pm Family Vigil Mass  

Christmas Day 
9.00am Said Mass of the Nativity 

10.30am Sung Parish Mass 
Each day of the Octave 12.00 

Noon Mass  
1st January Solemnity of Mary 

Mother of God 
Said Mass 12.00 Noon  

For Confessions and further 
information contact 
Fr Richard Bolton 

 rdeb2010@btinternet.com 
0208 3641583

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 

35a Durham Road, East Finchley, 
London N2 9DP 

Sunday19th December 
6.30 pm Christmas Carol Service 

followed by mulled wine and 
mince pies  

Christmas Eve 
9.00 pm Sung Mass of Christmas 

Night with Blessing of the Crib 
followed by wine and mince pies 

 
Christmas Day 

8.00am Mass of the Dawn 
10.00 am Sung Mass of the Day 

followed by wine and 
refreshments 

www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/allsaintsef

Christmas at  
St Olave’s Mitcham.  

Sunday 19th December 
 6.30pm Carol Service   

Christmas Eve 
 Crib Mass 5.30pm Midnight 

mass at 23.30   
Christmas Day 
 Mass 10.00am  

Priest-in-Charge, Fr Graham Piper 
020 8117 0378

All Saints Church, 
Small Heath, 
Birmingham.  

Christmas Eve 
11.00pm Midnight Mass  

Christmas Day 

10.30am Mass for all the family. 
Come and see our magnificent 

Neapolitan crib scene.    
www.allsaintsonline.co.uk 

St.Gabriel's, Fullbrook, 
Walstead Road, Walsall, WS5 4LZ.  

 
Sunday 19th December  

4pm Carols by Candlelight  
Christmas Eve 

4pm Crib Service 
11.30pm Midnight mass 

 
Christmas Day 
8am mass 

10am Parish mass 
 

Fr.Mark McIntyre 01 922 622583

St.Augustine's 

Edgbaston, Birmingham 

(BCP/English Missal) 
Sunday 19th Advent IV 

6.30pm 9 Lessons & Carols 
Christmas Eve 

6.30pm Blessing of the Crib 
11.30pm Sung Mass 

Christmas Day 
8.00am Low Mass 

10.30am Sung Mass 
St Stephen, St John & Holy Innocents Days 

10.30am Low Mass  
Vicar: Fr Matthew Tomlinson  

0121 454 0127 

www.staugustines-edgbaston.org.uk

S. Paul’s,  
Hasland, Derbyshire, S41 0JX  

Christmas Eve 
6.30pm Christmas Carol Service  

Christmas Day 
9.45am Sung Festival Mass. 

S. James the Apostle,  
Temple Normanton, Derbyshire, S42 

5DB  
Saturday 18th December 3pm 

Carols Round the Tree;   
Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 

11.30pm.  
 Fr. Geoffrey Borrowdale SSC 

Tel 01246 232486 

www.stpaulshasland.com 

frgeoffrey@stpaulshasland.com  

All Saints with  
S. Michael, Shrewsbury 

 
Sunday 5th December:  

4pm Blue Christmass Memorial 
Service 

Sunday 19th December: 4pm Carols 
& Readings for Christmass 

Friday 24th December: 4-5pm 
Church open for visits to the Crib8pm 
Early Midnight Mass of the Nativity, 

with choir. 
Christmass Day: Saturday 25th 
December: 10.30am Parish Mass 

Sunday 26th December: The Holy 
Family: 10.30am Parish Mass 
Monday 27th - Friday 31st 

December: Mass daily at 10am 
Saturday 1st January: Mary, the Holy 

Mother of God: 12 noon Mass 
 

Confessions by arrangement 
with the Parish Priest,  
Fr Simon Sayer CMP.  
T: 01743 357 862

St Peter’s Crabbs Cross 
Redditch   

Advent & Christmass Services for St Peter's 
Sunday Sung Mass 10am  

5th December 4pm Christingle 
19th December  

4pm Carol Service. 
24th December 2pm Blessing of 

the crib and carols 
11pm Solemn Midnight Mass 
25th 10am Mass of the Day 

26th 10am St Stephens  
Contact: Diane Mowatt 01527 542222

St.Giles-in-Reading    
Christmas Eve 

12am Midnight Mass.  
Christmas Day 
10am Low Mass. 

Sunday 26th Dec Holy Family 
10.30am Parish Mass   

Parish Priest Fr.David Harris 
01 189 572831. Website: 
www.sgilesreading.org.uk
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES   
EBBSFLEET in EREWASH 

ST LAURENCE, LONG EATON 
Market Place NG10 1LT  

(diocese of Derby)  
Christmas Eve 
4 pm Crib Service 

11.30 pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day 

9.30 am Parish Mass  
HOLY TRINITY, ILKESTON 

Granby Street DE7 8HQ  
(diocese of Derby) 
Christmas Eve 

5.00pm Vigil Mass and Blessing of 
the Crib 

Christmas Day 
11.00 am Parish Mass  

 Fr David Lawrence-March 

Parish Priest 

Telephone 0115 9464060 

Email fatherdlm@icloud.com  

St Anne's, Derby 

Christmas Services 
 

23rd December 
Carol Service 1800hrs 

Christmas Eve 
Crib Service 1600hrs 

Midnight Mass 2300hrs 
Christmas Day Mass 1000hrs  

Fr Giles Orton SSC 
07768 827101

SS Mary & Chad, 
Longton 

Christmas Eve  
4.00pm Family Crib Service, 

11.30pm Midnight Mass of the 
Nativity.  

Christmas Day 
10.00am The Parish Mass. 

Sunday 26th - 10.00am Mass of 
St.Stephen  

Confessions after any of the above 
or by appointment. 

Fr.Kevin Palmer 01 782 313142  
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CHRISTMAS AT 
ST.BARNABAS,OLD 

HEATH COLCHESTER 
Advent 4  

Carols by candlelight 6pm 
Christmas Eve  

5pm Crib Service and Christingle 
Christmas Eve  

Midnight Mass 11.30pm 
Christmas Day  

Mass (sung) 10am 
Father Richard Tillbrook,SSC.Vicar. 

fathercap@hotmail.com 01206 797481. 

St Peter,  
Bushey Heath. 

 
Christmas Eve 

6.30pm Carols by Candlelight 
Christmas Day 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
9.30am Family Mass with carols  

Parish Priest   
Fr. Andrew Burton SSC (020 8950 1424) 

www.stpeterbusheyheath.org.uk 
Under the episcopal care of the  

Bishop of Richborough

Christmas in Walsingham 
 

Christmas Eve 
4.30pm       Blessing of the Crib                            Parish Church 
6.30pm       Solemn Vigil Mass                             Shrine Church 
11.30pm     Solemn Mass of Midnight &               Parish Church 
                   Blessing of the Crib  

Christmas Day  
8.00am       Low Mass of the Dawn                        Shrine Church 
11.00am     Solemn Mass of the Day                     Parish Church 
                     

Fr Harri Williams SSC Fr Kevin Smith SSC 
www.walsinghamparishes.org.uk     www.walsinghamanglican.org.uk

Holy Cross, Marsh Farm, 

Luton, LU3 3RT  

A Society Registered Parish. 
Christmas Eve 

Christmas Nativity Service 4.00pm 
Midnight Mass of the Nativity & 
blessing of the Crib 11.00pm 

Christmas Day 
Solemn Mass of Christmas Day 

9.45am 
Daily Mass during the Christmas 

Octave 
Parish Priest: Father Richard Brown SSC 

07867 494688 
fr.richard.brown@gmail.com 
www.holycrossmarshfarm.org

St Mary at the Elms, 
Elm Street, Ipswich IP1 2EF 

Website www.stmaryattheelms,org.uk  
Christmas Services: All welcome!  

Carol Service: 
Wednesday22nd December 12.30pm 

Christmas Eve:  
4.00pm Crib Service 

11.30pm Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day: 10.45am Sung Mass  
Contact: Fr John Thackray 07780 613754

Christmas services at St. 
James the Great and St. Paul, 
East Hill, Colchester, CO1 2QL 

1st Sunday of Advent 28th 
November  

16.00 Advent Carols with Philip Prior 
Director of Music and St. James Singers 
4th Sunday of Advent 19th December 

08:00 Mass 10:00 Parish Mass 
16.00 Nine Lessons and Carols with 
Philip Prior Director of Music and St 

James Singers  
24th December Christmas Eve 

16:30 Blessing of the Crib, Christingle 
Carol Service and Lighting of the Tree of 

Light in aid of The Children Society. 
23:30 Midnight Mass of Christmas 

Christmas Day 08:00 Mass  
10:00 Solemnity of the Nativity of the 

Lord Mass with Christmas Carols 
Sunday 26th December 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph. 8.00 am Said Mass 

10.00 Parish Sung Mass 
Monday 27th December  

10:00 Mass of the Feast of St. John, 
Apostle and Evangelist 

Saturday 28th December  
10:00 Mass of the Holy Innocents 

Saturday 1st January 2022  
Mary, the Holy Mother of God.  

Sunday 2nd January 
2nd Sunday after the Nativity 

8.00 am Said Mass 
10.00 Sung Parish Mass 

Rector Fr James McCluskey. email - 
officestjamescolchester@btintnernet.com 

telephone - 01206 860419 
 www.stjamesthegreat.wordpress.com

St John the Baptist, 
Lound, Suffolk  

For full details available about 
Christmas at Lound please  

contact 07828661970.

SKIRBECK ST 
NICHOLAS CHURCH, 
BOSTON PE21 0DJ 

CHRISTMASS SERVICES 2021  
Sunday 19th December at 3pm 

Advent Carol Service and Lessons, 
in aid of The Butterfly Hospice Trust.  

Christmass Eve 
Crib Service & Christingle at 6pm.   
First Mass of Christmass at All Saints 

Church, Fosdyke at 9pm. 
Midnight Mass at 11.30pm.  

Christmass Day 
Sung Solemn Mass at 9.30am.  

Contact Fr.John Underhill  
01 205 362734

ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 
MONKS ROAD, LINCOLN 

Christmas Eve 
6.00pm Children & Families Crib 

Service 11.30pm Blessing of Crib & 
Sung Midnight Mass  
Christmas Day 

9.30am Sung Mass of Christmas Day 
Sunday 26th-   

9.30am Sung Mass of the Holy Family 
Christmass Day 

Sung Solemn Mass at 9.30am.  
Vicar- Fr Paul Noble SSC 
Tel. 01522 524319 email- 

frpnoble@gmail.com website- 
https://www.allsaints-monksroad.com/
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