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Introduction

The Council of Church Union are delighted to bring to you this current issue of Foundations which has
been completely re-designed by Diane Gordon, Karen Winder, Rona Dixon and Mary Moore with
illustrator Brian Beddowes. The work set before you represents a tremendous amount of work, energy
and talent. Our children are such an important priority for us all in the establishment and maintenance
of the Catholic Faith in the Church of England. We are confident that Foundations will inform, challenge
and nurture this Faith. Please do feed back any comments to us, both positive and constructive, and
any offers of help towards the next edition would be most welcome as we try and build up a new and
fully comprehensive editorial team.

Foreword

This weekly course of teaching for children and young people is offered to the Church by Church Union.
We have put this course together drawing on our own experience of teaching children in parishes.
We have had in mind the need for the material to:
Be able to be easily picked up and run by leaders who do not necessarily have detailed theological
knowledge.
Be easily used by leaders who do not have a lot of time to prepare.
Be flexible to allow for sessions of different lengths of time.

Be adaptable: for small groups with wide age ranges, or large groups that are age specific.
We know the importance of being able to offer a regular weekly Sunday School, and hope that this
material makes it as easy as possible to provide some straightforward teaching in a way that engages
the children and helps to bring out the meaning from the scripture.
The material is based on the 3-Year Lectionary and so the children will be learning about the scripture
readings that are also being read in church that day. Generally one reading for each week is taken as
the basis of the lesson.

This is the fourth undertaking of this course and we continue to value feedback on the sessions, let us
know what you like and what you don’t like, and help us to develop the resource in future issues. We
are also looking for more contributors, so if you think you could help, please let us know.

Diane Gordon, Karen Winder, Rona Dixon and Mary Moore
Editors
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General Guidance Notes for those Leading the Sessions

1. The material is designed with a high degree of flexibility.

2. The material is pitched at 7 to 10 year old children, but where you see this symbol J this is a
suggestion for younger children, and where you see this symbol R this is a suggestion for older
children.
3. The Bible translation used in preparation is the Jerusalem Bible.

4. We recommend that you look at the Aim for the week and read all of the Scripture passages prior
to the lesson.
5. Each week is broken down into defined sections:
•

Getting Started – designed to introduce subject. It will often require the gathering of items.

•

Today’s Activity – practical activity involving worksheets with suggestions included where
possible for younger/older children.

•
•
•

Today’s Teaching – This is the only section that is absolutely mandatory.

Prayer and Worship – you can use this section differently depending upon how your Sunday
School works – ie if it is entirely separate from the church worship you may wish to give this
section high priority, whereas if your children re-join the church worship you may wish to omit,
just use the prayer or say the Lord’s Prayer.

Bringing it All Together – taking it to others – this section can also be used differently – some
Sunday Schools share their work with the congregation, others put it on a display board – or it
can simply be used to bring the session to a conclusion and recap.

6. You will need to ensure you make sufficient copies of the activity sheet.

7. In the worship section suggested hymns can be changed to one of your choice – or can be read
from the hymn book rather than sung if required.
8. The “Our Father” can always be said as part of worship and prayer.
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Sunday 11th June 2017

Trinity Sunday

Aim

To have some understanding about three persons and one God and the words of the “Grace”.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

The Grace
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with us all.
Amen.

Trinity Sunday
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Exodus 34:4-6 & 8-9
Song of Three 29-34
2 Corinthians 13:11-13
John 3:16-18

Getting Started

Today is Trinity Sunday.

The word ‘Trinity’ begins with the letters ‘tri’.

Can you think of words beginning with these letters?
Some suggestions are, triangle, tricycle, tripod etc.
What do all these have in common?
They all have a connection to the number 3.

Today we are going to talk about and give thanks for God as ‘three persons’.
This is very difficult to understand, even for adults.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – 2 Corinthians 13:11-13
These verses come at the end of St Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians.
Today we are thinking of ‘The Holy Trinity’, that is:
•
•
•

God the Father,
God the Son
and God the Holy Spirit

they are three parts of a whole.(God)

God the Father created the world and everything that is in it. He loves us all, whoever we are, whatever
we do, we are all precious to Him. He loves us so much that he sent his only Son, Jesus Christ to
redeem us from our sins, all that we do wrong.
God the Son was made man, Jesus. We have recorded in the Gospels many stories from the work of
Jesus on earth to remind us of His kindness, goodness and His love for everyone. He taught us how
we should live. His love was so great for us that He died on the cross and rose from the dead, to save
us from all our sins.
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God the Holy Spirit comes in many forms. As we learnt last week he came to the Apostles in the form
of a powerful wind from heaven and something appeared to them that seemed like tongues of fire
which came to rest on the head of each of them. The spirit also gave them the gift of speech. The Holy
Spirit also came in the form of a dove at the baptism of Jesus.
It is very difficult to understand but God has revealed himself in these three different ways.

We need to have some understanding of all three parts of the Trinity, to be seen as a whole.
God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child a pencil and coloured pencils

Talk about when the words of ‘The Grace’ are used in our daily lives. We may use them in our worship
in Church, we may use them in our own daily prayers. Notice that each of the tree lines refers to one
of the aspects of the Trinity.
Using the worksheet colour in the words of the ‘Grace’ to create a prayer card

Use the three circles provided on the sheet to illustrate or write about God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Spirit.
For Example:
God the Father could be a globe, or a very old man with his arms around the globe etc
God the Son could be Jesus on the cross, or Jesus radiated in light etc
God the Holy Spirit could be a dove, or tongues of fire etc

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session – The Grace
Then say the Lord’s Prayer together.
Suggested hymns:

Holy, Holy, Holy
Firmly I believe and truly

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning about how God is three and God is one. We have some understanding
of how God is the Father, God is the Son and God is the Holy Spirit. If you have older children ask them
to share their understanding and show the pictures created on the work sheet
We have become familiar with the words of the ‘Grace’ and created a prayer card so that we can use
it in worship and for our private prayers.
Conclude by saying the ‘Grace’ together – inviting the wider congregation to join in.
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Sunday 11th June 2017

Name:

Age:

Sunday 18th June 2017

11th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To have an understanding of Jesus’ Apostles and their leadership in the Church.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

11th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord Jesus help us to love one another in you,
and for you, and to walk together as friends in
your service. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Exod 19: 2-6
100
Rom 5:6-11
Matt 9:36-10:8

Getting Started

Jesus chose twelve men who were very special to Him. How do we make friends? What do we value
in a friend? What do they mean to us?

Discuss and record ideas of what a friend means to us, what we look for in a friend. We all need friends,
as well as our families, people with whom we can share our happy and our sad times. Talk about what
our special friends mean to us. A good friend is someone whom you can rely on, who is there to support
you when you need them.
We have a friend in Jesus. We can rely on Him in any circumstance. Jesus chose twelve Apostles to
help Him with His work on earth and to spread the Good News. We have the names of Jesus’s Apostles
recorded in the Gospels. How many of the Apostles can you name?
(Peter, Andrew, James the great, John, Matthew, Simon, Judas, Thomas, Philip, Bartholomew
(Nathaniel), James the lesser, Thaddeus (Jude))

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 9:36 – 10:8

Jesus had been travelling around the country, into the towns and villages telling people about the
Kingdom of God and what good news it was. Along the way he performed many miracles and healed
many sick people.
Can you think of any miracles that Jesus did?

Jesus saw many people who needed his help so he called together twelve of His closest friends to help
Him. These twelve He called Apostles. The names of the twelve were, Simon, whom Jesus called
Peter, Andrew, James, John, Philip, Bartholomew (Nathaniel), Matthew, Thomas, James, Thaddeus
(Jude), Simon and Judas Iscariot. Jesus gave the apostles power to work in His name and sent them
out to preach and to heal the sick in His name. They were sent out on a special mission, they had a
special job to do. These twelve became the first leaders of the Church and their leadership has been
passed down, through the bishops, to this day.
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The Apostles were people from different families and backgrounds, just as we are today. Our families
are all different, some are large, some small, some have grandparents, aunties and uncles, cousins etc.
The adults in our families may all have different kinds of jobs.

Peter was the Apostle chosen by Jesus to be the leader of the Church on earth. Simon Peter and
Andrew were fishermen as were James and John. John was chosen by Jesus to take care of His
mother, Mary, after He had died on the cross. Matthew had been a tax collector, he had collected
money for the Romans and was not liked by many people. Simon belonged to a group who rebelled
against the Romans. Judas looked after the money but he was the Apostle who was to betray Jesus
after the Last Supper.
Jesus needed the Apostles as leaders of the Church. They were to share the Good News with the
people and to perform miracles in the name of Jesus. They became the foundation stones of the early
church. It is through the Apostles that the Good News of the life and works of Jesus were spread
throughout the world. It is from the Apostles and those who followed them, that we are fortunate to have
heard the Good News. We in our turn need to pass on the Good News to others. How can we do that?
(by actions as well as words)

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils (coloured card,
scissors and glue sticks for the extended activity for younger children)

Colour in the outlines of the twelve Apostles.

Complete the word search of the names of the Apostles

R Older children could create a poster headed “How we spread the Good News”.

J Younger children can pick a coloured sheet of card and cut out the coloured outline of the Apostles
to make a collage – you could head it “The Twelve Apostles”.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

What a friend we have in Jesus
Colours of day dawn into the mind

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning about what it means to be a friend and how we can be a friend to others.

Jesus had twelve special friends, Apostles, who helped Him in His earthly ministry and began to spread
the Good News throughout the world.

Ask confident children to name the apostles. Posters and Collages can be shown if you have done
them.
The Good News has been passed down to us. We need to continue to spread the Good News.
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Sunday 18th June 2017
THADDEUS

JAMES

Name:
BARTHOLOMEW

Age:
PHILIP

THOMAS

PETER

SIMON

JAMES
JUDAS

ANDREW

JOHN

MATTHEW

Sunday 25th June 2017

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

Do not be afraid, God is always with you.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

12th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord help me to remember that nothing is going
to happen to me today that you and I together
cannot handle.
Amen.

Jer 20:10-13
69:7-10
Rom 5:12-15
Matt 10:26-33

Getting Started

Today we are thinking about Jesus, sending out His Disciples into the world to proclaim the Good News
about Jesus. The Disciples were worried about the task ahead of them.
We sometimes are worried about things we have to do, things we have done or things we have not
done. It could be a fear of trying or going somewhere different, doing or going somewhere alone for the
first time e.g. our first day at a new school, moving away from friends.
Talk to the children about any worries they may have. If they do not want to share them with the group
they may want to write them down so that they can be used in prayer.

We need to respect each other because what one person is worried about may seem trivial to another,
but if it is a concern for that person then it is important.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 10:26-33

Before Jesus sent the Apostles out he told them not to be afraid when speaking to the crowds because
the heavenly Father knows all that is going on and He will watch over you.
The Apostles had to leave their friends and families and travel to strange countries. They had to live
as Jesus had taught them and to share the message of Jesus with the crowds.

A few weeks ago we thought about the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost when he gave courage
and strength to the Apostles and they changed from being frightened to telling the crowds that Jesus
had risen from the dead.
How do we share the Gospel message today?

We can tell people about Jesus but we must also live in the way that we have been taught by Jesus.
15

We must share with others what we believe and not be afraid, as the Holy Spirit will give us the same
strength and courage as he gave to His Apostles, that is, if we let him.

The Gospel reading tells us that even when one sparrow, of which there were many, the heavenly
Father knows about it when it dies.
You are more important than a sparrow and He will watch over you at all times.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils.

Put yourselves in God’s hands.

In the open hands draw yourself and your family or friends.

Decode today’s memory verse - the verse from Matthew: 10:31.

“Why every hair on your head has been counted. So there is no need to be afraid, you are worth more
than hundreds of sparrows.”

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer or the collect for today.
Suggested hymns:

God be in my head
God is love: his the care

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning to put our trust in God. Whatever our worries we have God to help us.
Show some of the pictures the children have made of themselves and their families in God’s hands.

Jesus sent His Apostles out and they had to put all their trust in Him. We need to learn to do the same.
We need to spread the Good News of the Gospel, by spreading the word, standing up for and being
witnesses to what we believe. Also by example, the way we live our Christion lives.
Today’s memory verse helps us to know that we can do this if we trust in God.
Ask an older child to share today’s memory verse.
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17.3.9.2.8.19.18. 7.3 8.22.19.6.19 23.7
2.3 2.19.19.18
8.22.15.2
22.9.2.18.6.19.18.7 3.20 7.4.15.6.6.3.11.7

___ _____ ____ __ ____ ____ ___ ____ _______ . __ _____ __ __ ____
__ __ ______ , ___ ___ _____ ____ ____ ________ __ ________

16.19.19.2
1.3.6.19

Name:

11.22.13 19.10.19.6.13 22.15.23.6 3.2 13.3.9.6 22.19.15.18 22.15.7
8.3 16.19
15.20.6.15.23.18, 13.3.9 15.6.19 11.3.6.8.22

Can you crack the code to discover todays memory verse?

Put yourself in God’s hands

Sunday 25th June 2017
Age:

Sunday 2nd July 2017

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To have some understanding that we should make welcome all whom we meet.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

13th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord make me an instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred let me sow love; where
there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt,
faith; where there is despair, hope; where there
is darkness light; and where there is sadness,
joy. Amen.

1 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16a
89:2-3,16-19
Rom 6:3-4,8-11
Matt 1037-42

Getting Started

Discuss what we mean by the word ‘welcome.’

How do you make people welcome? We tend to welcome friends and relatives in a different way from
strangers. There are different places where we welcome people. It could be in our homes, at church,
at school etc.
How do we welcome our friends and relatives? It could be with a hug, a kiss etc. How do you make
them feel ‘welcome’?
How do we welcome someone we have just met or do not know very well? We may shake hands or
we may just smile or say hello.

We approach ‘welcomes’ according to where we are, how well we know them and what kind of welcome
is appropriate.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 10:40-42

Jesus said to His apostles that anyone who welcomed them into their homes is as though they were
welcoming Him, because Jesus said that He was with them always. Anyone who looks after you and
shares their hospitality, perhaps with food and drink, is sharing their hospitality with Jesus. Their
kindness, however great or small will be rewarded.

However young we are we can make people welcome. It could be including someone in a game or
sharing a toy with someone. Those who are older may make others feel welcome by spending time with
them, perhaps for a cup of tea or sharing a meal with them.
Jesus always had time for other people. Can you think of some times when He encouraged others to
listen to Him?
He was happy to spend time with children as well as His chosen apostles and other adults.
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Whenever we welcome and do anything for others it is as though we are doing it for Jesus. How can
you act kindly towards someone else? It could be comforting someone who is sad, celebrating with
someone who has achieved something, befriending someone who is lonely or comforting someone who
is not well. When we have had the opportunity to welcome or help someone it is a positive action and
our reaction to being kind and caring towards others is to make us feel happy.
If we ignore someone or do not welcome them into our home, our group at school, our Church or any
other activity in which we are involved, then we are ignoring or not giving a welcome to Jesus. By not
welcoming others we are turning Jesus away. Is this really what we would want to do?

Jesus wants us to treat everyone as we would treat Him. We should all try to welcome everyone we
meet, whether it is someone in our family whom we know well, or greeting a stranger with a smile, it is
as though we were meeting Jesus.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils.

Colour in the memory verse Matthew 10:40, ‘Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me: and those
who welcome me welcome the one who sent me.’
In the boxes around the memory verse draw different ways of how we make others welcome.

R Older children may wish to write in the boxes rather than draw – describing situations where they
could (or did) make people welcome

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymn:

When I needed a neighbour were you there?
Spirit of the living God

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning that whatever we do for others we do it as though for Jesus. We need
to make all feel welcome.
Ask one of the older children to read out today’s memory verse.

Share some of the pictures that the younger children have drawn, and examples written by the older
children.
Conclude by saying the prayer at the top of the session “Make me an instrument of your peace”.
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Today’s memory verse – Matthew 10v40

Anyone who welcomes you
welcomes me; and those
who welcome me welcome
the one who sent me

Sunday 2nd July 2017
Name:
Age:

Sunday 9th July 2017

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand that the Lord will help us if we put our trust in Him.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Deliver us, Lord, from every evil, and grant us
peace in our days, in your mercy keep us free
from sin and safe from all anxiety, as we wait in
joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour, Jesus
Christ.
Amen.

Zech 9:9-10
145
Rom 8:9, 11-13
Matt 11:25-30

Getting Started

Jesus talks to us about becoming like children entering the kingdom of heaven. You need an awareness
of those with younger brothers or sisters. Perhaps those without a brother or sister may have a younger
cousin or friend.
Talk about what a baby or young child is like. When they are first born they are totally dependent on
other people for their needs, such as food and clothing and generally to take care of them. A baby has
total trust in those who love them. They are loving, they like to be hugged and the feeling of being
secure in the love of those around them and return the love in their own way. Their lives are
uncomplicated, they are usually happy and content if their basic needs are fulfilled. They are innocent,
they do not have unkind feelings towards other people or have any bad thoughts.
We cannot remember the time when we were totally dependent on those adults around us. When we
put all our trust in those who cared for us.
What do we think are the most important qualities we have as a very young child?

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 11:25-30

In this reading Jesus is saying that it is not always the clever people who know all the answers. It is
those who are childlike who are often most responsive to His word.

Jesus is telling us that we need to be as little children. He does not mean that he expected us to be
children for ever and never grow up! Jesus was telling us that as we grow into young people and adults
we need to think about the qualities we had as a child.
If, as adults we are able to put our trust in God He will guide us into the right paths. This can be very
difficult as we often find it difficult to trust some people and make up our own minds as to what should
be an outcome in a situation.
What we are told to do by Jesus is that when we have worrying situations we need to rely on God for
guidance, just as a young child has complete trust in their parents. We can share our problems and
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difficulties and know that we can depend on His love to take care of us and all our needs. We need to
be honest, with ourselves and with each other. We need to love and care for those in our family, our
friends and neighbours and those with whom we share our lives.

It is not always easy, but we are the children of God and we can trust Him to care for us, and show us
the way. We need to stay close to the love of God and he will guide us to happiness.
God is our Father and we are his children. We need to have trust in him. Jesus invites us to take all
our cares and worries to Him and He will help us to find peace.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils.

Around the outline of Jesus the children can draw themselves and their families and friends.
Complete the word search –children, kingdom, heaven, peace, trust, loving, caring, honesty

R Older children may wish to write an acrostic prayer using the word “Trust” – they can have words
or sentence starting with the initial letters – the prayer should be about putting our trust iin God.

J Younger children may wish to create a bigger drawing of themselves to place alongside Jesus on
the activity sheet.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer or the collect for today.
Suggested hymns:

Colours of day
Peace perfect peace

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning that our faith needs to be like that of little children. That if we put our trust
in God then he will look after us.
Younger children can share their pictures.

Older children may wish to share their acrostic prayers if they have written them.

You could conclude by asking an older child to read Matthew 11:28.

“Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened, and I will give you rest.”
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peace trust loving caring honesty

children kingdom heaven

Sunday 9th July 2017
Name:
Age:

Sunday 16th July 2017

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand the Parable of the Sower and how it relates to us.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Day by day, Lord, three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly,
love you more dearly,
follow you more nearly,
day by day.
Amen.

Isa 55:10-11
65:9-13
Rom 8:18-23
Matt 13:1-23 or 1-9

Getting Started

What do we mean by a parable?

Jesus, in His lifetime on earth told a lot of parables. It is a way of helping us to understand some of the
difficult things He was trying to explain to the people who came to listen to Him. It was His way of
explaining important teachings.
We sometimes listen to, or read stories and it helps us to remember the message. Can you remember
some of the parables that Jesus told the people e.g. the ten bridesmaids with their lamps, the prodigal
son, the good Samaritan. They all help us to remember the teachings of Jesus. The parables related
to life at the time of Jesus to help those who were listening, to understand.

There would not have been farm machinery for sowing the seeds, as we have today. The farmer would
have scattered the seeds with his hands. Today we are looking at a parable about a farmer sowing his
seed.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 13:1-9

Because so many people followed Jesus and wanted to hear what He had to say He got into a boat
and the people stood on the seashore. He told them the parable of the sower, where a farmer went out
to sow some seeds in the field.
As he scattered the seeds, which would have been by hand,

•

some fell on the path at the edge of the field where the birds flew down and ate them all.

•

Some seeds fell where there were weeds growing, and they were choked by the weeds and died.

•
•

Other seeds fell on ground where there were rocks, although they sprouted there was not enough
soil for them to grow and as the sun was very hot they shrivelled up and died.
Some, however, landed on the farmer’s rich soil and grew into healthy and strong plants.

What do you think Jesus meant by this parable?

Jesus explained to the people the meaning of this parable. The seeds are the teaching of Jesus about
God and the Good News.
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•

The seeds that fall on the stony ground are the people who hear the word of God but they do not
understand.

•

The seeds that fall on the weeds are those who hear the word of God but they are thinking of
other things and the Good News , like the seeds are choked with weeds, so cannot produce fruit.

•

•

The seeds that fall on the rocky ground begin to sprout but because they do not take route, in the
heat, they shrivel and die. These are people who listen to the word of God, they try to follow the
way but then give up.
The seed that falls on the rich soil is those who listen to the word of God and understand it. They
grow in faith and spread the Good News.

The seed was God’s word, which Jesus shared with those with whom He taught .Some people did not
listen, some people listened to Jesus but gave up, because it was not always easy to follow Him. Some
people listen and understand and do try and live as Jesus taught us.
What kind of ground are we? Are we like the stony path, the ground, the patch of weeds or the deep
soil, where the seed can grow? If we listen to the word of God and we understand it, we will be like the
healthy plant, in the rich soil, and His love will be apparent in our thoughts, words and deeds.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils.

The sower sowed the seeds on stony ground, rocky ground, amongst the weeds and on rich soil.

On each part of the parable draw the seeds and how they grow, in the type of ground on which they
fall. The farmer can also be drawn.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

God be in my head
Breathe on me, Breath of God

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning the meaning of the Parable of the Sower. We have thought about the
seeds scattered by the farmer and the different kind of ground on which they fell.

Share the pictures that the children have drawn – explaining the different types of soil using the pictures

We would like to think that we are like the seeds which fell on the rich soil and this is reflected in our
thoughts, words and deeds.
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The seeds which fall on the rich soil hear the
Good News and understand.

The seeds which fall on the rocky ground hear the Good News,
try to follow but give up.

Name:

The seeds which fall on the weeds hear the Good News, have
other thoughts and are choked by the weeds.

The seeds which fall on the stony ground are those who hear the
Good News but do not understand.

Sunday 16th July 2017
Age:

Sunday 23rd July 2017

16th Sunday in Ordinary TIme

Aim

To have an understanding that we need to follow a good way of life.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

16th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Jesus my Lord,
I you adore,
O help me love you
more and more.
Amen.

Wis 12:13, 16-19
86
Rom 8: 26-27
Matt 13: 24-43

Getting Started

Last week we heard about the Parable of the sower. Today we hear of some more parables told by
Jesus. Discuss what a parable is and try to recall other parables of Jesus.
Why did Jesus talk to the people in parables?

He needed the people listening to him and remember, as the messages He was giving were very
important to them, as they are to us today.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 13:24-43

In the Gospel reading there are three parables:
•
•
•

The parable of the mustard seed,
The parable of the yeast – the leavening of the bread
The parable of the wheat and the weeds.

Today we are going to think about the parable of the wheat and the weeds.

One day a farmer sowed his field with wheat, but his enemy scattered seeds of weeds amongst the
wheat. Once the seeds started to grow the farmer realised what the enemy had done, as the wheat and
the weeds were growing together. The workers on the farm asked the farmer if he wanted them to pull
up the weeds but the farmer said that they were to be left to grow together, until the harvest because
in pulling up the weeds the workers may also pull up the wheat. When the field is harvested, then the
wheat can be separated from weed. The wheat can then be stored and the weeds burnt.
The disciples asked Jesus to explain the parable. Jesus said that He was the man who had sown the
seed. The devil was the one who had sown the weeds. Jesus said the wheat are those who listen to
the word and follow me. The weeds are those who will not listen. The harvest time will be the end of
the world when the good and the bad people will be separated. The good will see God’s glory but the
bad will not see God.
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Like the wheat and the weeds the good and the bad people live together and God wants the influence
of the good people to have the opportunity of changing the ways of the bad people. God wants to give
everyone the opportunity to do the right thing. We have examples of people in the New Testament of
people who changed their way of life because they met Jesus. Matthew and Zacchaeus were tax
collectors, and once they had met Jesus their lives were changed.

We can choose the way we live our life on earth. We can choose to be like the wheat and live with God
forever but we must make sure that we keep on the right path through life. We must not be tempted by
the bad things such as being unkind selfish or dishonest as we would be like the weeds and never see
God.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils

Discuss the appropriate colours.

Colour the wheat in ‘good’ colours and the weeds in ‘bad’ colours.

Using the acrostic write positive ways for the WHEAT and negative for the WEEDS

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord's Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

He’s got the whole world in his hand
Jesus, good above all other

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been looking at the parable of the wheat and the weeds.

learning that we have the choice in the way we live, whether we follow the way taught by Jesus or to
take no notice of His teaching and go our own way in life.

Share some of the acrostics that the children have created demonstrating positive ways to live with the
word “Wheat” and negative ways to live with the word “weeds”
We must be like the wheat and live with God forever, of be like the weeds and never see God.
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Name:

W
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A
T

W
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D
S

Sunday 23rd July 2017

Age:

Sunday 30th July 2017

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand that God’s Kingdom of Heaven is valuable.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

17th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Father, I know my sins separate me from you. I
am truly sorry. Please forgive me and help me to
avoid sinning again. I believe Jesus Christ died
for my sins. Please send Your Holy Spirit to help
me obey You and do Your will for the rest of my
life. Amen.

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
119
Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 13:44-52

Getting Started

Discuss what treasure is and ask the children to draw items of treasure to put into a treasure chest.
Which is the most valuable item in the chest? How do we look after valuable items? Where do we put
them?

If you had 2 minutes to save something of value from your home, before it burnt down, what would you
save? Let all the children have a turn to say what they would save and why. Do all the things you want
to save have a monetary value? Does everyone say the same?
In the time of Jesus there were no banks. Property and valuables had to be portable, that is easily
taken from one place to another. Valuables were hidden so that others could not find them. Often they
were buried.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 13:44-46

In today’s reading, Matthew 13:44, The Kingdom of Heaven is compared to a hidden treasure in a field.
How would you feel if you found buried treasure? Would you keep it a secret? Would you hide it again
and go off happy or would you share your new found treasure with others?
In Matthew 13: 45-46 the Kingdom of Heaven is compared to fine pearls. When a merchant finds a pearl
of great value he sells everything else he has to own the one of great value.

Jesus compared Heaven to these earthly treasures because he wanted the people to realise the value
of the Kingdom of God. The Kingdom of God is so great that everything of value on earth is worthless
in comparison.

People want to be happy during their life. But full happiness cannot be achieved on earth. Owning
valuable things does not make us really happy. But access to The Kingdom of God allows Christians,
after death, to live with God in happiness for eternity. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, revealed to people
that sin and evil does not lead to The Kingdom of God. He showed people, through parables, that God
is our true treasure. Physical possessions do not really matter. It is more important to be faithful to
God. When we make mistakes or do wrong we are forgiven because God sent his only Son to save
us. Jesus showed us how to live Godly lives. The road to The Kingdom of Heaven was made by the
Jesus. He was the first to travel on it. The bible teaches us that those who follow Jesus can reach
God’s Kingdom. This is the best treasure a Christian could wish to have.
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Today’s Activity
•

For this Activity you will need: an activity sheet, coloured pencils, writing pencils.

Ask the children to draw gems, gold and money inside the first treasure chest. In the second chest ask
the children what Christians value to put in their treasure chest e.g. bible, worship, prayers, behaving
in a Godly manner, peace, forgiveness, love, freedom, joy. Fill the second chest with the Christian
treasure.
The children can colour the label “Heaven is the greatest treasure”.

Discuss what the children think heaven is like. Refer to the Christian treasure chest. Ask the children
to write a short description of Heaven in the box provided.

Discuss what the children might have to give up to reach Heaven. They can make a list in the box
provided.

J Younger children can draw treasure in two chests. They can draw or stick and paste pictures of
valuable gems in one and in the other items that Christians value.

R Older children can create their own treasure map to reach heaven.
Prayer and Worship

Say the Lord’s Prayer or the prayer at the start of the session
Say the prayer of St. Ignatius Loyola
Lord, teach me to be generous,
Teach me to serve you as you deserve;
To give and not to count the cost;
To fight and not to heed the wounds;
To toil and not to seek for rest;
To labour and not to ask for reward;
Save that of knowing that I do your will.
Amen
Suggested Hymns:

Seek ye first the kingdom of God
Blest are the pure in heart

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

ell the congregation that today we have been finding out that Heaven is the greatest Treasure. The
children might wish to shout this statement out. Each child can say:
The Kingdom of Heaven is more precious than …….. (add their own precious valuable)

The children can tell the congregation what they would give up to reach The Kingdom of Heaven.
Conclude with The best way to reach The Kingdom of Heaven is ………(add a valuable Christian
treasure e.g. pray, worship God, Sing praises, read The Bible, behave in a Godly manner etc.)
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Sunday 30th July 2017

DESCRIPTION OF HEAVEN

Name:

Age:

WHAT I WOULD GIVE UP TO
REACH THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

Sunday 6th August 2017

The Transfiguration

Aim

To understand the events of the Transfiguration.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

The Transfiguration of the Lord
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord, Let us live in your light so that we may
never walk in darkness. Shine on us so that we
may reflect your glory in the world. Transform our
human bodies so that we may obtain Salvation
according to your promise.
Amen.

Dan 7:9-10, 13-14
97
2 Peter 1: 16-19
Matt 17: 1-9

Getting Started

For this activity you will need sheets of paper with the outline of a face on them – one for each child,
and a transformer toy.

Discuss how you can change your appearance – cut your hair, change the colour of your hair, change
clothes, lose or gain weight, wear makeup. Ask the children to use the outline of faces to add features
so that each face is different.

Use a transformer toy to explain the transfiguration of Jesus on the mountain top. First show the toy in
its vehicle form. Ask the children what they think it will transform into. Discuss how one thing changes
into something bigger and better?

There are two types of change- reversible and irreversible. The Transformer is an example of a
reversible change. It can change back and forth from vehicle to a figure. Changing your appearance
can be reversible – you can cut then grow your hair, change your hair colour more than once, change
your clothes frequently and gain or lose weight more than once.

Today’s Teaching

Transfiguration – a complete change of appearance
Bible Reading – Matthew 17:1-9

However, the transfiguration of Jesus was an irreversible change. It happened before the crucifixion.
It was a special event that took place upon a mountain with three of the disciples, Peter, James and
John, present to witness the event. They were privileged to witness this spiritual experience. The
transfiguration happened after Jesus told the disciples of his forthcoming death. He wanted his disciples
to be prepared and forewarned of what was to come. The Transfiguration was special because Jesus
was physically transformed and God spoke to the disciples from a cloud.
Read the gospel reading to the children.

Peter, James and John witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus. He changed – his face shone like the
sun and his clothes became white. They heard the voice of God saying “This is my Son, the Beloved,
he enjoys my favour. Listen to him.”
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How do you think they felt? Would they forget this experience?

This was a memorable experience that would stay in the minds of each disciple present on the
mountain. It was a life changing experience for them.
Jesus said “Tell no one about the vision until the Son of Man has risen from the dead.”

Now the disciples had to keep secret what they had seen and heard upon the mountain. Do you think
this would have been an easy thing for them to do?

Have you ever been to a special event? Have you ever met someone important or famous? If you
have then perhaps you know that this is something you want to share with others, to shout out and let
others know about.

Today’s Activity
•

For this Activity you will need: a transformer toy, an activity sheet, coloured pencils and a pencil or
pen.

Draw different features on each of the five faces so that each one changes a little each time e.g the
eyes could be brown on the first face but blue on the second.
Crack the cipher to read the messages. Write your own message about the transfiguration using this
cipher.

J Use the face outlines, brown and blue eyes, long and short hair, black and brown hair, long and short
noses and wide and narrow mouths to create as many different faces as you can.

R Use a different cipher to write secret coded messages about the transfiguration
Prayer and Worship

Use the prayer at the top of the session, or say the Lord’s prayer
Suggested hymns:

Be still for the presence of The Lord
Shine Jesus Shine

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Ask a child to explain what they understand by Transfiguration. They may wish to show the transformer
and explain it is a reversible change as it can transform back and forth. Show and tell how we can
change our appearance. Explain how Jesus was transfigured. The change in him was irreversible since
His Father had plans for him which would alter his existence. He took three disciples with him to witness
his transfiguration on the mountain. However, Jesus asked them to keep their witness a secret until after
his death.
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Sunday 6th August 2017

Name:

Age:

Change the appearance of each face by adding different hair
hair,
r, ey
eye
ye colour
colour,
r,, noses and mouths.
mout

Cipher – R
Read
se
ead the secret
messages using the cipher below
Each letter is represented by the part of the
"pigpen" that surrounds it. If it's the second letter
in the box, then it has a dot in the middle.
So an A looks like this:
And a B looks like this:

Use the code above to read the messages. When you have finished write your own message about this event.

1

,
.
.

2

3

.

4

.

5

.

Sunday 13th August 2017

19th Sunday in Ordinary TIme

Aim

To know it is important to trust in Jesus Christ.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

19th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord, when we get scared help us to
remember you are with us. When we see others
who are scared help us to notice them and reach
out to them so that we can help them just as
Jesus helped Peter.
Amen.

1 Kings 19: 9a, 11-13a
85
Rom 9:1-5
Matt 14:22-33

Getting Started

What does it mean to trust someone? Discuss a time when you trusted someone. What does it feel like
to trust someone? Set up a short obstacle course in the room with chairs, tables etc. Ask the children
to work in pairs. Blindfold one child from each pair. Their partner guides them round the obstacles
using their voice only with commands – forwards, stop, left, right, turn. Swop roles so that each partner
guides and is blind folded. Discuss what difficulties there were and how it made the blind folded children
feel.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 14:22-33

Read this Gospel reading to the children

Jesus had been travelling about Galilee, performing miracles and healing people. After feeding the five
thousand with five loaves and two fish, Jesus sent his disciples across The Sea of Galilee in their
fishing boat. He wanted some time alone to pray. This sea is a very large lake that sometimes
experiences strong storms. On this occasion there was a storm and the disciples battled with heavy
seas and strong winds. Jesus walked towards the boat across the sea. When the disciples saw Jesus
walking on the water they were terrified. Ask the children why the disciples were so frightened. Get the
children to call out a response, something a disciple may have said, when seeing Jesus walk on the
water.

Peter said. “Lord, if it is you, tell me to come to you across the water.”
“Come,” said Jesus.

Without thinking Peter got out of the boat and walked towards Jesus.
Have you ever done something without thinking about what you are doing? Sometimes we do things
then realise the thing we are doing is so huge, so difficult, we get scared and want to give up or turn
around and go back.

Peter realised he was walking on water, an impossible task. He was frightened and began to sink.
“Lord save me!” he cried. Jesus put out his hand and held him. “Why did you doubt?” Jesus asked.
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The wind dropped. All those in the boat bowed down before Jesus. They realised that Jesus truly was
The Son of God.

Sometimes we get scared. If we trust in Jesus he will be there to help us, to save us. He will be there
to help us through difficult situations and calm us. If we see others scared we should make an effort to
help them and support them through their difficulties, just as Jesus helped Peter.

Today’s Activity

Before the lesson make a bowl of jelly or have a pre made jelly pots for the children. If possible make
blue or green jelly to represent the water. Put figures and a boat on the jelly. These may be Lego
characters or small world figures.
•

For this activity you will need: an activity sheet either printed or stuck onto card, two lolly sticks or
straws for each child, scissors, glue, colouring pencils, sellotape.

Colour the figures of Jesus and Peter and cut them out. Glue each figure to the end of a lolly stick or
a straw. Colour the sea and ask an adult to make a slit for the figures to go through the waves. Colour
the boat and stick it to the left of the waves. Add the figures to the scene. Retell the story to a friend.

J Younger children can draw around their feet and colour them and cut them out. Use a paper plate
to create water and waves. Cut out the feet and stick onto the plate.

R Older children can write a newspaper article with the Headline: Local Fisherman walks on water!
Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session or the Lord’s prayer
Suggested hymns:

Lead us heavenly father lead us
Guide me o thou great redeemer

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

The children can retell the story to the congregation using their scene and puppets. They can say aloud
together:
Trust in Jesus he will be there to help us and to save us.
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Sunday 13th August 2017

Name:

Age:

Sunday 20th August 2017

20th Sunday in Ordinary TIme

Aim

To know that Jesus welcomes everyone, whoever they are, who come to him by faith.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

20th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear God, thank you that your love and grace
are available for everyone. Thank you for your
compassion and healing words. Help me to grow
in faith each day.
Amen.

Isa 56:1, 6-7
67
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32
Matt 15:21-28

Getting Started
Play walk of Faith

For this activity you will need either 12 paper plates, paper cups or empty tins.

Spread them out in an area 12mx12m. Pick 2 children. Blind fold one. Set the 12mx12m up like a mine
field with the objects. Ask the non-blindfolded child to guide the blindfolded child across the minefield,
from one end to the other, using only their voice. This should be done without the blindfolded child
stepping on or touching the mines. After all the children have had a go discuss how the blindfolded
people need Faith in their partner to get through the minefield.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 15:21-28

In today’s gospel reading a Canaanite woman cries out to Jesus for help.
Jesus withdrew to Tyre so that his disciples might be allowed to rest. But news of Jesus reached a
Canaanite woman who immediately stopped what she was doing and went in search of him. Finding
the house in which Jesus was staying she stopped and cried out,
“Son of David take pity on me. My daughter is tormented by a devil.”
Jesus did not respond. Neither did he speak to his disciples about the woman calling him.
The woman cried out again. “Lord help me!”

The disciples, hearing the woman, came to Jesus and asked him to do as she asked so they could send
her away.
Jesus then said to her “I was sent only to the lost sheep of The House of Israel”. In other words he was
saying that publicly he was only sent for the Jews. As the Canaanite woman was a pagan and a
descendent of ancient enemies of the people of Israel, she had no right to ask The Son of God for
help.

Jesus said “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the house dogs.” In other words Jesus
was stating that it would be unfair if he helped her. The woman, showing great Faith in Jesus and The
God of Moses said, “Ah yes sir; but even the house dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s
table.”
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By saying this she was really saying “I know that I am no more than a house dog but I will accept any
scraps you care to throw me because I have faith in you Son of God.”
What an unbelievable statement of faith. The Canaanite woman knew there was little hope of Jesus
helping her. But she was desperate. Her beloved daughter was tormented by a devil and needed
saving. So she fought back her fear to express her faith in the face of Jesus.
Jesus was so delighted with her answer that he happily granted her request. He was moved by her
great faith. He complimented her and told her that the demon had already left her daughter.
The Canaanite woman left, without Jesus returning with her, trusting Jesus, with her powerful faith,
and found her daughter cured.

Today’s Activity
•

For this activity you will need: an activity sheet for each child copied onto card coloured pencils or
felt pens, card and scissors.

Colour the things you believe in. Which things have you never seen but believe in? Tell someone in your
group why you believe in this. Colour the words on the door hanger. Add pictures of things in God’s
world e.g. flowers, birds, people.
Ask the children what Faith can do. If you have faith how do you act? With Faith you can achieve.
What can you achieve with Faith? Discuss these points as a group. Ask the children what the Canaanite
woman achieved.

J You may wish to plant some seeds with the younger
is like a little seed; if planted it will grow.

children in pots. Draw the pots and say: Faith

R Older children may wish to create a poster or banner to show what helps your faith grow. Include
being separated from sin, the word of God, dedicated through baptism and communion to the Son
of God and activated by the Holy Spirit.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the start of the session or The Lord’s Prayer and add the following prayer
Lord, we believe in you through Faith.
We trust your plan and ask you to help us walk in Faith
and lead others to Christ. Amen.

Suggested Hymns:

Love Divine
How Great Thou Art
By Faith

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

The younger children can show their potted seeds and say “Faith is like a little seed; if planted it will
grow”.
.
Older children can talk about what Faith can do and explain what Faith did for the Canaanite woman
by retelling part of the gospel reading. Any banners or posters can be shown and explained.
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Name:

Colour the things you believe in.
Which things have you never seen but believe in?
Tell someone in your group why you believe in this.

Sunday 20th August 2017
Age:

Sunday 27th August 2017

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand why Jesus changed the name of Simon Peter to Peter.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord, Your Son taught Peter how to listen to
your Word and be a humble servant who could
be trusted to build the Christian church. Help us,
like Peter, to listen to your word and enable us
to serve you humbly in our daily lives.
Amen.

Isa 22:19-23
138:1-3, 6+8b &c
Rom 11:33-36
Matt 16:13-20

Getting Started

Nickname: a familiar or humorous name given to a person or thing instead of or as well as the real
name.

Do you have a nickname? Some people have more than one name. They may have the name their
parents gave them at birth as well as other names they are known by. Tell your group of anyone you
know with a nickname and how they might have been given this name.
Do you know any famous people who have a “stage” as well as a birth name? Here are a few you may
not know:
Jay Z – real name Shawn Corey Carter
Rag’N’ Bone Man – real name Rory Graham
Drake – real name Aubrey Drake Graham
Ice Cube – real name O’Shea Jackson Senior
Lady Gaga – real name Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 16:13-20

Jesus was in Caesarea Philippi with his disciples. He asked them who people thought he was. The
disciples replied. Then he asked them who they thought he was. The disciples had been followers of
Jesus for quite a while. They must have seen different sides of him – the carpenter, the son of Mary,
the teacher and the friend. They knew he had different sides of his personality and they would have
seen this as he communicated with a variety of different people. We too have different sides to our
character. We show one side to our parents and carers, another to our school friends, another to our
teachers and another in church. This does not make us different people but we adapt to the situation
we are in. Tell the children about how some aspects of your character change when you talk to your
teachers, parents, friends and fellow Christians.

Simon Peter spoke up in reply to Jesus, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. Simon Peter
understood the point of the question. How did he know this? Quite simply God had told him and he
believed. He believed Jesus was no ordinary man. He was extra special. He was the son of the living
God. He was from God. This was the most important aspect of Jesus. He was still a carpenter, a
teacher, a son, a friend but most importantly he was the Son of God.
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Jesus valued his reply so much that he said
“You are Peter and on this rock I will build my church.”

The name Peter translated means rock. Discuss, in your group, what a rock is like. Write down 5 words
to describe a rock. This is a big rock not a pebble. So now Simon Peter had a new name – a nick name
from Jesus. Why did Jesus give him this name?
Because Peter was often close to Jesus and listened to him he was able to change from being an
impulsive, over confident man into a more humble student of Christ. Talking to Jesus he boldly asked
him lots of questions. Peter’s constant interaction with Jesus taught him how to be humble and serve
God the Father and The Son. He listened when God told him that Jesus was indeed The Son of God,
The Christ.

Today’s Activity
•

For this Activity you will need: an activity sheet, coloured pencils or coloured pens.

Complete the wordsearch finding all the different names for Jesus. Add more to the list if you know other
names for him.
Colour the statement and cut out and keep. You are the ordinary person who can achieve extraordinary
things. Keep this as a reminder.

J Younger children can draw a picture and write a sentence to explain how you can serve God and
how you can listen to him.

R Older children can find out more about Peter and write an information sheet about this disciple.
Use illustrations e.g. a picture of a rock to show what Peter was like after following Jesus and
listening to him.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session or the Lord’s Prayer
Suggested Hymns:

The church’s one foundation
Teach me, my God and King

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Tell the congregation that everyone has different sides to their character. Tell them something about
you. Explain that Jesus asked the disciples who he was. Simon Peter said boldly that Jesus was the
Christ, the Son of the living God.

Peter understood the most important aspect of Jesus. Because of this Jesus renamed him Peter which
means rock. Jesus was going to build his church upon the rock of Peter. Peter would achieve
extraordinary things.

Shout the statement out to the congregation: Ordinary people who Trust God do extraordinary
things.
Say : We are ordinary people. What extraordinary things will we do?
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Sunday 27th August 2017

Name:

Age:

Sunday 3rd September 2017

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand the conditions of following Christ.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear God,
Help me to be less selfish and understand that
wanting is not the same as needing. Help me to
grow more like your Son each day so that I can
begin to understand the great sacrifice he made
for me. Amen.

Jer 20:7-9
63:2, 8-9
Rom 12:1-2
Matt 16:21-27

Getting Started

Play a game with your group called “I need”. Take it in turns to say “Muuuuum, Daaaaad, I need a” say
the names of an item such as “pair of red trainers”. The next person says the same then adds
something else to the list. How long can you make your list without forgetting what came before?

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 16:26

“What then will a man gain if he wins the whole world and ruins his life? Or what has a man to offer in
exchange for his life?”

Have you ever wanted something badly? Have you ever wanted something so badly you say to your
parents and carers “I NEED those red Nike trainers.” You don’t just want them you have to have them
so you tell your parents and carers you NEED them. No matter what the cost you have to have them.
Yet those lovely red trainers may not make you happy. Your parents and carers might have had to give
something up, something they really needed to buy for themselves. Other children may be jealous of
your beautiful new trainers and target you, making you miserable. You may enjoy wearing your trainers
in your bedroom but maybe you don’t feel safe wearing them outside the house. And you don’t want
to wear them around the house because it reminds you of the sacrifice your parents and carers made.
Of course you may feel great wearing your new trainers. They may make you happy for a while.
However, that great feeling doesn’t last long.

The trouble with asking or pleading for things is we are never satisfied. We always want more. That new
iphone or xbox. The list goes on. Some people never change this way of thinking. Adults want things
badly and when people cannot have what they want some find it difficult to accept. Possessions and
things become so important people forget there are things in life more valuable. Discuss with your
group what things in life are more valuable than acquiring things you really want. You could spend your
whole life chasing things you want.

To be a follower of Christ means giving up worldly goods and selfish ways. The cross we have to bear
means we may not be rich and live in a big fancy house or drive an expensive car. As followers of
Christ we believe it is more important to share with others, help the less fortunate and put others before
55

ourselves. Having what we want may ruin our lives e.g. eating and drinking too much will make us
unhealthy and may even harm us. But Jesus knows what we need; our heavenly Father knows what
we need, even when we don’t. Being a whole hearted follower of Christ means we may face suffering
and hardship. But Christians strive to model themselves upon Jesus and Jesus gave up everything so
that we could be saved.

Today’s Activity
•

For this Activity you will need: an activity sheet copied onto card, scissors, coloured pencils or felt
pens, a paper fastener for each child.

Write “I am a follower of Christ” on the top of the blank circle. Do not write over the marked segment.
Decorate the circle with appropriate drawings to show you follow Christ.

On the segmented circle colour each segment a different colour. Cut out the circles and on the
decorated circle cut out the segment. Lay the decorated circle on top of the segmented one and attach
it to the bottom circle using the paper fastener. Move the top circle around to display what you need to
do to follow Christ. One segment is blank for you to fill in. Discuss what each segment means and
what you could do to fulfil this.

J Draw pictures of things you need and want. Sort the items. Are any of the items that you need also
things you want?

R Create a leaflet or poster to show what might happen if you always got what you wanted or create
a poster to encourage others to follow Christ.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the page or the Lord’s Prayer then add the following prayer:
Prayer of St Ignatius Loyola
Lord, teach me to be generous.
Teach me to serve you as you deserve;
to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest,
to labor and not to ask for reward,
save that of knowing that I do your will.
Amen.

Suggested hymns:

Take up thy cross the saviour said
Dear Lord and Father of Mankind

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Tell the congregation that today you have looked at verse 26 of Matthew 16. In order to lead a good
Christian life and gain eternal life in Heaven Christians need to follow certain conditions. The children
may wish to read out some of the segments including their own segment. To be a follower of Christ
Christians have to be selfless and take up their cross.
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Sunday 10th September 2017

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To know that Jesus is always with us when we gather to worship.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Father God,
We thank you that we can meet together in your
name and that you are here with us.
Amen.

Ezek 33:7-9
95
Rom 13:8-10
Matt 18:15-20

Getting Started

Look around your church; what symbols are there to remind us that Jesus is there with us? In my
church we have a stained glass east window with a beautiful picture of Jesus watching over his church.
If you cannot see inside your church right now remind each other what there is. Make a list of all of the
things. Is there a particular symbol, picture, book or artefact that you like?

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 18:19-20

Jesus promised that when two or three people meet in his name he would be there with them. How
comforting to know that Jesus is with us in church, when we meet together in family house groups,
when we go out together as a parish group or go on a pilgrimage or on various other numerous
occasions. He is with us.

In the past many people could not read because children didn’t have to go to school. Therefore, it was
important to have symbols, pictures and artefacts in the church to remind them of Christ and to tell
stories through them.

The artefacts, pictures and symbols remind the people about the life of Jesus and focus their attention
on him. Furthermore, the readings from the Bible and the music help them to come together in worship
and praise.
“If two of you on earth agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you by my Father in heaven.”

As we gather together in church Jesus also promises that his Father will grant what we ask in prayer.
This is important because each week we pray together –the intercessions.

We ask God to help the decision makers and rulers of the world, to comfort the sick and the departed.
As Christians we need God to hear our prayers.
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As we take part in each service we are reminded that God and Jesus are with us, can you think of ways
in which we are reminded? Make a list of the children’s ideas. Add items from the list below if they are
not brought out in the discussion with the children
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Through the music and singing of hymns
Through the prayers
Through the Bible readings
Through the Bread and Wine
Through the artwork
Through the symbols e.g. crucfix
Through the candles
Through the incense

Today’s Activity
•

For this Activity you will need: an activity sheet copied onto card for each child, coloured pencils,
scissors

Colour the triangles and cut them out carefully. Rearrange them so they fit together to make a bigger
triangle. How many triangles can you see altogether?
The small triangles represent us.
The big triangle represents Jesus who surrounds us with his love.
Next colour the symbols and artefacts used in the church. Label each item. These symbols remind us
that Christ and God are with us in church.

J Draw an outline of a cross or provide cut out crosses for the children to decorate. They might like
to count how many crosses there are in their church.

R Make a stained glass window with tissue paper showing a Christian symbol.
Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the page, the Lord’s prayer or a prayer of your choice
Suggested hymns:

God be in my head
Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Jesus said “when two or three meet in my name I shall be there with them.”

Today we have been thinking about the things that remind us, in our church that Jesus is with us. The
children can point at various things in the church e.g. stained glass windows, the cross etc. These
things help us focus on Jesus and remind us he is here with us. The children can show their triangles,
fit them together to make a big one and say, “These triangles represent each of us. There are four of
them here. When we fit them together there are four small triangles and one big one. Jesus is the big
triangle surrounding the smaller triangles with love.
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Sunday 17th September 2017

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand that forgiving others is our response to God’s forgiveness of us.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord Jesus
Thank you for saving us from our sins
Help us to say and be sorry
when we have done wrong
and to forgive others if they have hurt us.
Amen.

Ecclus 27:30- 28:7
Ps 103
Rom 14:7-9
Matt 18:31-35

Getting Started

For this section you will need a large sheet of paper to record ideas.

Ask the children if they have had a good week. Are there some good things that have happened? – write
these on the sheet.
Are there some good things they have done? – ie been rewarded at school, done a nice thing for
someone else – write these on the sheet.
Are there some things that they haven’t maybe done as well as they could? ie not got homework done
on time, not shared a sweets – have a couple of ideas of your own – write these on the sheet.

Are there some things that they didn’t do that they now wish that they had? Ie haven’t helped at home
as much as they could, didn’t help someone who was lonely – again have a couple of ideas in case it
is a difficult concept for the children – write these on the sheet.
Say that we will put the sheet to one side and use it later when we come to the prayer time.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 18:31-35
This reading starts part way through the parable of the unforgiving debtor. The story began with a King
deciding to settle his accounts with his servants. One servant owed him a lot of money – 10 thousand
talents. At first the King said that the servant and his wife, children and possessions must be sold in
order to recover the money owed.
But, when the servant begged for mercy and asked for time to pay the King felt sorry for him and had
pity on him, and he cancelled all of his debt – he forgave him.
Then, after the servant had left he met a fellow servant who owed him some money – 100 denarii – a
much smaller amount. This servant begged for mercy and asked for time to pay, but the first servant
did not respond with pity or mercy instead he had this servant thrown into prison until he should pay
what he owed.
Our reading picks up the story from this point – read the remaining passage or ask a confident child to
do so.
The servants who witnessed the behaviour of the first servant reported the matter to the King. They felt
that the first servant had behaved badly and wanted to see justice done. When the Kind heard he was
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very angry because the servant had not given the same pity and mercy to the man that the King had
given to him.
The King was so angry that he had the servant put in prison and tortured until he could pay.
The last verse is really important, because Jesus explains that the King in the parable is his heavenly
Father and that this is what will happen if we do not forgive others:
“And that is how my heavenly Father will deal with you unless you each forgive your brother from your
heart” verse 35.
Ask the children if they can remember the words from the Lord prayer (the prayer given to us by Jesus)
about forgiveness.
“Forgive us our trespasses (sins) as we forgive those who trespass (sin) against us”.
Our response to God’s forgiveness of us (remember that we are already forgiven because Jesus died
for us on the cross to take away our sins) is that we need to be forgiving ourselves, we need to
genuinely forgive those who have hurt us when they say sorry.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child copied onto white card, pens, colouring pencils , glue
and scissors.

Today we are making a forgiveness prayer cube. There are pictures to colour on each of the faces of
the cube. Discuss each of the pictures with the children as they work on them.

R Older children may wish to have more discussion around the different faces of the cube and could
J

convert this into a poster.
For the younger children you may wish to have cut the cubes out before the session and prepared
them for folding – this will make it easier to put them together at the end.

Prayer and Worship

Have a look at the sheet from the getting started section and see if there are any things that we would
like to say sorry for in this time of prayer – write them on post-it notes. Explain that when we are sorry
for something we have not done this is called a sin of ‘omission’.
Light a candle and gather round it. Pray the prayer at the top of the session and place any post it notes
you have written by the candle.
Say the Lord’s Prayer together.

Suggested hymns:

Freely, freely you have received, freely, freely give
Lord Jesus Christ (Living Lord)

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Explain that we have been learning about forgiveness today and about how we should forgive others
and that we have made forgiveness prayer cubes.
Describe each of the faces of the cube and ask the children to say what each one means.

The sixth side of the cube is today’s memory verse – say together “forgive your brother from your
heart”. Matthew 18v35b.
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Sunday 17th September 2017

Name:

Age:

Sunday 24th September 2017

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To show that God loves and values everyone equally.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord Jesus
We thank you for your love and care.
For everyone, everywhere.
We thank you for the gifts you give
For the simple things that help us live.
Amen.

Isa 55:6-9
Ps 145
Phil 1:20-24 & 27
Matt 20:1-16

Getting Started

For this activity create a simple racing game with squares and the children throw the dice and move
forward according to the number on the dice – the winner being the first to get to the end.
Have a bag of sweets for prizes.
Explain to the children that to start today you are going to play a game, and that there will be a prize
for the winner. Play the game allowing all of the children to finish, then give a sweet to the winner, but
carry on and give all of the children a sweet too.

The winner may well complain! Ask why they are complaining, after all, they have got the prize that was
agreed, and the sweets are yours to give to whoever you wish.
Jesus told a parable where something similar happened.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 20:1-16

For this activity you will need a number of coins of equal value – to represent a denarius.

Read the story from the Bible, and as you read it play the part of the landowner, select a quarter of the
children each time that workers are asked to work in the vineyard – ask them to move to another area
of the room and to mime digging.– so by the end of verse 8 all of the children will be together miming
digging.

Carry on with the reading continuing to play the part of the landowner and paying everyone one
denarius. Ask a competent child to read verse 12, where the earliest workers complain. Carry on to the
end of the reading and ask the children to return to their seats.

Ask the children what they think about the landowner – do they think this was fair?

Explain that the workers who started first were paid and rewarded as they had been promised, there
was nothing wrong done to them.

The landowner was being generous with the payment to the workers who had worked less long – can
they think of another way in which he was generous? Well, he was generous in giving people the
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opportunity to join in at any time of the day. The workers who came along later were simply not aware
of the work until they were employed by the landowner.

Some people do not have the advantage that we do of knowing about Jesus as children, and they only
find out about Jesus later on in their life. But once they learn about Jesus and start to follow him then
they are loved just the same.

The workers who started first were actually committing a sin when they were jealous of the landowner’s
generosity to the others, but they were forgiven for their sin and they are loved just the same, but are
learning a little bit about humility by waiting to receive their pay last.
There is also a message here about thankfulness – we should be grateful for the many blessings God
gives us.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, crayons, scissors, card, sellotape and safety pins.

The top half of the page shows the different times of day that the landowner went to find labourers, and
below them is a line of labourers working in the vineyard to colour.
Colour the badge, cut it out and stick it to card to make a badge.

The grapes on the right hand side are for writing little thankfulness prayers. These can be cut out and
stuck to the picture of the vine branch if you have older children to complete the activity below.

R Older children can draw and colour a vine branch on a large sheet of paper. Above it write the
heading “Things to be thankful for”. Any thankfulness prayers created by the children can be stuck
onto the vine.

Prayer and Worship

Pray the prayer at the top of the page.
Invite the children to read any thankfulness prayers that they may have written.
Conclude with the Lord’s prayer.
Suggested Hymn:

For the fruits of his creation

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Explain that we have been learning about the parable of the vineyard labourers. All of the labourers
received the same pay even though some of them had worked less long than others. The landowner
represents God and he was generous to the late comers and fair to those who worked all day.

We realised that God loves and cares for everyone and have made badges – show the badges that
the children are wearing.

We also learned that we should be thankful for the many blessing God gives us and wrote some
thankfulness prayers (and stuck them to a vine if the older children created one). Ask the children who
wish to read out their thankfulness prayers.
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Sunday 24th September 2017

Name:
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Sunday 1st October 2017

26th Sunday in Ordinary TIme

Aim

To understand that we must try to live our lives as Jesus did.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

26th Sunday in Ordinary TIme
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord,
Help us to be like Jesus and put other people
first and ourselves second. Help us to choose
kindness not cruelty, and telling the truth, not lies.
Amen.

Ezek 18:25-28
Ps 25 4-9
Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5
Matt 21:28-32

Getting Started

Play Simon Says. Explain to the children that they must only do as Simon says, and not as anyone else
says. The children can stand in a space. You can give instructions such as ‘Simon says hop on one
leg’ or ‘Simon says kneel down’. Also put in some instructions that do no start with ‘Simon says’ such
as ‘ wave your arms above your head’. Children must only do the things that Simon says. Anyone
who does something that Simon doesn’t say can sit down.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Philemon 2:4-11

Today we are going to read part of the New Testament reading from Philippians. This reading explains
that we must try to make ourselves as much like Jesus as we can, following his ways.
Verse 4 and 5 tell us that to be like Jesus, we must put other people first, and ourselves second.

How can we be humble? Humility is a difficult word for children. It probably involves putting others first.

Ask the children if they can think of times when they have or could put other people first, eg holding
the door open for someone, offering food to someone else first at the table. There are many examples
of small things that we can all do. Jesus never put himself first, he was humble and thought that
everyone else was more important than he was. We must try to do this too.
Jesus made himself humble by obeying God. In verse 8 it says even to the point of allowing himself to
be crucified on the cross.

Verses 9-11, tell us that above everything else we must praise God, bend our knees, and bow down
before him. People often kneel when they pray. This is a way of showing that we are humble, and that
God is far more important than we are.

How do we know what God wants us to do? We need to listen to him very carefully. When we pray, one
of the most difficult things to do is to listen to hear what God might be telling us that he wants us to do.
We mostly tell God things, ask him questions etc rather than being still and listening.
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Today’s Activity
•

You will need cards with scenarios written out on them ( see below ) an activity sheet for each child,
pencils, and crayons.

Today’s activity is a role play.

The children need to be in pairs give each pair a card with one of the following scenarios. One child
has to act out the part in the scenario, while the other has to react to it. They will need to think about
what we have talked about earlier in the session, what do they think Jesus would have done, and
therefore what should they do.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

One person to act out being unkind to the other
One person blames the other for something even though they didn’t do it.
One person has hurt the other.
One person has told the other they are not allowed to play in the game.
One child boasting to the other about something which everyone knows they can’t do.

The children can practice this amongst themselves, and then act out the scenarios for everyone else
to see. The children watching can indicate if the second person reacted in a way that God would want
us to. They can do this by putting their thumbs up or down at the end, or you could have a discussion
about each one and ask if there are any other ways to react that Jesus would approve of?

There is also an activity sheet, which is a maze to find the correct answer, should you say sorry? Colour
the paths to find out.

Prayer and Worship

Sit the children in a circle on the floor, or around a table; and light a candle. You may have a small
smooth pebble or a shell that they can each hold.
Say the prayer at the top of the session.

The children can be encouraged to sit still and silently either with their eyes closed, or looking at the
candle flame, try to encourage them in a minutes silence to listen to what God might be asking them
to do in the week ahead. They might want to share this.
The Lord's Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your choice can be used to conclude.

Suggested Hymn:

At the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow.

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning that we need to listen carefully to what God tells us about how we need
to live our lives, and try to follow him. We have been acting out some everyday situations and deciding
how God would want us to react.
If there is time you might ask confident children to act their scenario out for the congregation.
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Sunday 8th Ooctober 2017

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To accept God as the landowner and Jesus as the true vine.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord,
Although I am only a little branch, often fragile
and weak, the sap that flows through my veins
is the life blood of Christ. Help me to grow
stronger in the faith each day and grow steadily
nearer to God. Amen.

Isa 5:1-7
80
Phil 4:6-9
Matt 21:33-43

Getting Started

For this activity you will need: a potted plant
Place the small potted plant and put it on the table so the children can see it. Ask the children who has
grown a plant. Discuss what they have grown. Ask them what they need to grow the plant and what
happens if it is not looked after. Today’s bible story is a parable. It is a story Jesus told the Jewish
religious leaders to teach them a spiritual lesson. He wanted them to realise that God and Jesus were
at the heart of all things and that Jesus is the cornerstone, Jesus is the vine in God’s vineyard. Without
God and Jesus we cannot grow spiritually.
God wanted the religious leaders to know that he was the land owner and they were his tenants. Whilst
they rented his land, it was important for them to remember that God was in charge.

The same message applies to us today. God owns the planet we call Earth. We are his tenants. It is
important for us to remember all things come from God. He sent his son to live among us to save us
from our sins. Anyone who believes in Jesus can be saved. Those who receive Jesus will bear fruit and
enter the Kingdom of Heaven. The parable teaches us it is important to be faithful and fruitful branches
of the vine.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 21:33-43

Jesus said ‘There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a wine press in
it, and built a watchtower. Then he leased it to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest
time had come, he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more than the first;
and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to them, saying, “They will respect my
son.” . But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill
him and get his inheritance.” So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now
when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ The scribes said to him, ‘He
will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other tenants who will give him
the produce at the harvest time.’
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Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures:

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;
his was the Lord's doing,
and it is amazing in our eyes?”

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that
produce the fruits of the kingdom.’

The Jewish religious leaders rejected the teachings of Jesus and did not readily accept him as The Son
of God. They followed their own rules and sometimes these conflicted with the teachings of Jesus e.g.
Money lenders in the temple.

Today’s Activity
•

For this Activity you will need an activity sheet, a writing pencil and coloured pencils.

Colour the pictures on the sheet and identify the dead branches on the vine. Older children can use
the code to give two important points about today’s teaching:
Answers
(If we are cut off from God we can’t grow as Christians)
(Jesus is the vine I am the branch)

J Younger children can draw a series of pictures to show all the wonderful things on God’s planet e.g.
trees, flowers, dogs, (Awe and wonder)

R Create a collage of a vine with branches. Write each child’s name on a branch. Either draw or cut

and paste on bunches of grapes made from small circles. On the main stem of the vine write Jesus
Christ the Saviour. At the bottom of the vine stem discuss what Christians need to grow spiritually
and add these to the roots to anchor the faith.

Note that this parable is not instantly clear in its meaning. You will need to discuss how the religious
leaders viewed and treated Jesus.

Prayer and Worship
Songs:

Who put the colours in the rainbow
The Earth is yours, O God

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been reading the parable of the wicked husbandmen. We have been thinking about God
the landowner. He is in charge of the planet we call Earth. We are his tenants. We have been thinking
how we can be good tenants. A good tenant listens to the word of God. A good tenant believes in Jesus
the saviour of the world. A good tenant knows that all things come from God and that he deserves
praise. A good tenant obeys God and accepts Jesus as the true vine. Children can show their work to
the congregation and finish with the prayer or sing one of the songs.
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Sunday 15th October 2017

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To learn to accept God's invitation to us to belong to his kingdom.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord Jesus, we thank you that you want us to
belong to your kingdom, to be members of your
church. Help us to respond to your call so that
we can take part in the feast in the kingdom of
heaven.
Amen.

Isaiah 25:6-10a
Psalm 23
Philippians 4:12–14, 19-20
Matthew 22:1–14 or 1-10

Getting Started

Play a game of pass the parcel with music to accompany the game. Have some party food. The party
food can be either a bowl of crisps, a tray of sweets or a cup cake for each child.

Tell the children we are going to have a very mini-party today. Eat some of the party food and play the
game you have chosen. Ask the children if they are invited to parties and what they are like. There will
be many and varied answers. What do they like best about parties? Games? Food? Being with friends?
Maybe all of these? Are there times when they don't feel like going to a party? Why?
How do you think it feels for the person having the party if someone, maybe a best friend, says, ‘I don’t
want to come to your party!’ How would you feel if your best friend said that to you? Upset? Sad?
Angry? All of these?
Well, we are going to hear about a king who had a party. He had invited a lot of special friends to his
party, which was going to be a feast, much bigger than our mini-party.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 22:1-10

Prepare for this story by asking the children to take different roles. Choose a king, 2 servants to prepare
the feast, 4 servants to go out inviting people to the feast and 4 people to be those invited to the feast.

Let the king practise looking important on his throne. Then ask him to look sad. Then ask him to look
angry.
Let the first two servants practise preparing large joints of meat, salads and sauces.

Let two other servants practise going out with invitations and trying to persuade people to come to the
party.
Let two invitees practise shaking their heads and going about their business, one digging his field, the
other opening up his business (a shop or office).

Let two other invitees practise roughing up two of the servants, or even all of the servants. Emphasise
that they are just acting, not really being rough!

Now read the following story, or tell it in your own words from the Bible passage, while the children do
appropriate actions during the story. All the children can join in for the last scene.
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This is a story Jesus told to his disciples and some other people who had followed him to listen. He said:

The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding feast for his son. The king sat on his
throne giving orders to his servants. He wanted to invite a lot of his friends to the party. He sent some
of his servants out with invitations. Other servants got the feast ready for the party. They cooked whole
oxen and whole lambs. They laid the tables with the best platters and cutlery. They decorated the hall.
When the feast was ready the king sent his servants out to tell his friends everything was ready for the
party and that they should come to his palace. This was because there were no telephones in those
days. But when the servants arrived to tell the king’s friends the party was ready, they refused to come.
They shook their heads and said, “No, we don't want to come!” They went off to do other things. One
went to dig his field, another went to open his shop, and another to do some work in his office. Then
some others grabbed the king’s servants and beat them up and hurt them!
When the servants went back to the king and told him what had happened, at first the king was sad.
Then he was very angry!

When he had calmed down a bit, the king said to his servants, “Look! The feast is ready. My friends
refused to come, but I’m going to have the party anyway. So go out and find some other people to
come to my party. Look for people on the street corners, look for people who have nothing to do, look
for people who have never done anything good in their lives as well as those who have. Bring them to
my party.”
So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all sorts of people, and the wedding hall was
filled with guests.
Jesus has invited us to belong to his kingdom, to join him at his party which will be a feast in heaven.
We can accept his invitation straight away. If we don’t accept his invitation, other people will be there
instead of us!

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils and colouring materials.

J The younger children can draw and colour the pictures on the activity sheet.
R The older children can do the wordsearch.

To extend the activity you could make a poster or banner with everyone making a hand print with a
choice of colours of paint. The heading could read, ‘We are all invited to belong to God’s kingdom.’ They
could do a separate hand print individually to take home, to remind them they belong to God's kingdom.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer for today and/or the Lord’s Prayer.
Suggested songs: “Colours of Day” – “The Lord’s my Shepherd” – The latter is the Psalm designated
for today’s worship in church.

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

The children can show their activity sheets and say how they acted out today’s story. They can show
the poster/banner if they have made it.
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Sunday 15th October 2017

Jesus

heaven
friends

wedding

Name:

angry

kingdom

Age:

throne

servant

feast

party
king

invitation

Sunday 22nd October 2017

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To recognise that we live in this world and give to God things for the heavenly kingdom.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Lord Jesus
All things come from you
and of your own do we give you.
Amen.

Isa 45:1, 4-6
Ps 96
1 Thess 1:1-5b
Matt 22:15-21

Getting Started

For this activity you will need some tracing paper, some pencils or wax crayons, and some coins with
the Queen’s head on them.
Let the children have a go at doing rubbings of the coins.

Ask them if they know why coins in this country have the Queens’s head on them – she is the ruler of
this country.
A coin features in this week’s Gospel reading, and Jesus uses this to teach a very important message.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 22:15-21

Either read the passage to the children, or let three confident children read the passage using three
parts: Narrator, Pharisee and Jesus.

Some of the Jewish religious leaders did not like the new teaching that Jesus was giving. They were
used to their own laws and their own ways, and to having authority over others. In short they were
normally the teachers and the ones with all the answers!
So they were trying to trap Jesus with their question about paying taxes to Caesar. The Romans were
occupying the region at the time, and so the Jews had to pay taxes to the occupying force.

Jesus knew that they were trying to trap him – so he gave a very clever answer. The denarius had
Caesars head on it – so Jesus simply said “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God
what belongs to God”.
So the answer is clear – the taxes should be paid, but we should also give to God that what belongs
to God.
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Ask the children what they think we should be giving to God. We could have quite a long list.
Suggestions might be: love; respect; reverence; the first fruits of our labour; worship; time; talents etc.
God gives us our lives, our time, our abilities and our energies and he loves us, we should give back
to God part of what he has given to us. God also gives us the world in which we live and we should
look after wisely an well.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child and crayons and pencils. For the extended activity you
will need some sheets of paper, glue sticks and plenty of coin rubbings

The activity sheet includes two pictures to colour and a word search.

J Younger children can create some collages using the coin rubbings that they did earlier. They may

wish to do some more coin rubbings in different colours to add to their pictures. They could also
create some of the words we listed above by having the outline of the word on a sheet and filling it
with the coin rubbings.

R Older children could create some acrostic prayers using the word “praise” or “adoration”. Write the

word vertically down the left hand side of the page. The children then write a word or phrase
beginning with each letter.

Prayer and Worship

Light a candle and sit quietly around it.

Ask the older children to pray the prayers they have written.
Pray the prayer at the top of the page.
Conclude with the Lord’s prayer.
Suggested Hymns:

Praise him
All good gifts around us

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Explain that we have been hearing how the Pharisees tried to trick Jesus by asking a question about
taxes. Share the answer that Jesus gave:
“Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar – and to God what belongs to God”.

Share some of the answers that we came up with for things that we could give to God.

Show the pictures that have been coloured, and some of the collages.

The older children could share their acrostic prayers.
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Sunday 22nd October 2017

Name:

PRAISE

Age:
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Find the gifts that we can give to God
love

respect reverence worship time
talents adoration
praise offerings prayers songs psalms

Sunday 29th October 2017

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To understand what the greatest commandment is.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord,
Help us to love one another as you have
commanded us to do.
Always thinking of others before ourselves.
Amen.

Exod 22:20-27
Ps 18
1 Thess 1:5c-10
Matt 22:34-40

Getting Started

Ask the children how they would welcome their family and friends into their house, – a hug or kiss. If
you don't know someone quite so well, you might shake hands with them.
Today’s reading is about how we should show love to God and other people.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 22:34-40

J For younger children you might shorten this reading to verses 36-39

Jesus had been talking to the Sadducees in the verses of this chapter of Matthew that immediately
precedes this reading. The Sadducees and Pharisees are different sects of 1st century AD Judaism.
The Sadducees consisted of the more wealthy people while the Pharisees were more like a political
party who believed that Jewish Law and the ritual that took place in the Temple were of utmost
importance. Their beliefs were slightly different in the way that various Christian sects (Baptists, Roman
Catholics, Quakers, Methodists etc.) have varying beliefs. However they did not like one another.

At the beginning of the reading, Jesus has put the Sadducees right on something that they did not
understand correctly. This pleased the Pharisees. In the Gospels the Pharisees are often trying to trick
Jesus and catch him out. On this occasion they want to test him on his knowledge of the Law. They
asked Jesus what was the greatest commandment. Jesus replied that they should love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your mind. He goes on to say that the second
greatest commandment is to love our neighbour as ourselves.
Ask the children if they know what a commandment is? It is something that you have to obey and make
sure that you always do it,
In the Old Testament there are 10 commandments (Exodus 22:20-27) where God tells us what we
should and should not do. They are the laws of God. Jesus has put all this commandments into two
groups.
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We can show our love for God in many ways such as worshipping him, and praising him. Most
importantly also, by doing what he asks us to do, loving one another, which is the second
commandment.
Ask the children who they think their neighbour is. People who they meet in their everyday lives, not
necessarily just the people who live near them. Please stress that the children should be careful and
not talk to strangers, especially when they don't have an adult with them.

Ask the children if they can think of any ways of loving each other. eg helping people, being kind, and
respectful. The children can explain how they have or could show Love in their everyday lives. Eg:
helping someone who has fallen over and hurt themselves. The children should be able to think of
plenty of ideas.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils.

On the activity sheet are four boxes each with a picture of a child in it. The child in each picture has a
problem that they need help with. The children can colour the pictures in and write or draw how they
could show their love and help to solve the problem.
At the bottom of the sheet is a memory verse, in bubble writing, to colour and learn.

R Older children can look and Exodus 22:20-27, read the ten commandments. Decide which of these
commandments are about loving God, and which are about loving each other. They could write a
list, on a sheet of paper divided into two columns.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

A new commandment I give unto you
Make me a channel of your peace.

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning that God has commanded us to love him and each other. We have
thought of practical ways in which we can love one another in our lives. The children can show their
sheets to the congregation, or they can be displayed in church if you have a space.

The children could read out the memory verse together which tells us the second greatest
commandment. Ask the older children to say what the greatest commandment is.
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Sunday 29th October 2017

Name:

Jesus said that the second commandment is this:

Matthew 22v39

Age:

Sunday 5th November 2017

All Saints Day

Aim

To understand that all saints began life as ordinary people like us.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

All Saints Day
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord God,
Thank you for the example that the saints in the
past have shown us. They listened to you, and
understood your message.
May we do the same.
Amen.

Rev 7:2-4 & 9-14
Ps 24:1-6
1 Jn 3:1-3
Matt 5:1-12

Getting Started

For this activity you will need some small soft balls or some rolled up socks.

Teach the children how to juggle, or perhaps one of the children can juggle and can teach the others.
You can start with 2 balls and move on to 3 if you think that the children can cope.
In the getting started activity we had to learn a new skill.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 5:1-12

You will also need a short story of one of the Saints.

Today we celebrate the lives of the Saints who have lived in the past and now live with God in heaven.

What do the children think a Saint is? There are many answers to this. Someone who has followed
God’s ways. Different Saints have followed God in many different ways.

Does anyone know the names of any Saints? The list is very long, the ones celebrated by the church
are shown in the lectionary. If you don’t have one, ask your Parish Priest. Each Saint has become a
Saint for different reasons. All Saints began life as ordinary people and decided to dedicate their lives
to God.

Here you might want to talk about a particular Saint, this could be the one that your church is dedicated
to. Or you might find a story about another Saint, such as Saint Francis, Saint Benedict, Saint Patrick
etc. Read the children the story about the Saint you have chosen.

Discuss

1. What did this Saint do that was special?

2. What was it that they did that showed their love for God and for his people?

Emphasise that Saints have not been perfect all their lives, but have spent a good proportion of their
lives doing God’s work on earth. We are all God’s saints, we all can do God’s work.

Think about all the qualities that he expects from us. Can the children think of any? caring, kindness,
humility, courage, respect etc.
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Read the Bible reading for today. This is not an easy reading for children to understand, you might
need a children’s Bible for this, as some of the language is tricky.

In the reading Jesus is telling a crowd of people how God expects us to be as his people. This reading
is the Beatitudes. The Beatitudes tell us the qualities that God expects us to show in our everyday
lives If we are able to show these qualities then we will be doing God’s will as his saints here on earth.

The Saints in the past all lived their lives according to God’s will, even though it was difficult for them
at times. Some of them faced many difficult times, including ridicule, torture and even being put to
death. It is not always easy for us to be God’s saints, but we need to listen carefully to what God is
asking us to do.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need at least one activity sheet for each child, possibly more, copied on to different, brightly
coloured sheets of paper. Pencils, crayons and also string and glue.

The activity sheet shows a bunting triangle.

Today’s activity is to make some bunting to hang up in church.

☼ The older children can write the name of a saint on their piece of bunting, they might want to use the
daily lectionary. They could try and write underneath, one quality that each saint showed in their life.
(They might need to go home and find this out for next week.)
☺Younger children draw the faces of people in the congregation.
The bunting could also say ‘we are all God’s saints.’

The triangles need folding over at the top, around the string and then glued together.

Prayer and Worship

Sit the children in a circle on the floor, or around a table; and light a candle. The children can think about
people in the congregation who do special things for them, and say thank you.
Say the prayer at the top of the session.

The children can offer to God ways in which they could be small saints and show one of the qualities
that God ask of us.

The Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your choice can be used to conclude

Suggested hymns:

For all the Saints
Hark the sound of Holy voices chanting across the crystal sea

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

oday we have been learning that Saints in the past have shown special qualities and have been God’s
special friends on this earth, often standing up for what is right.
We have made bunting to tell us about the Saints.
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Sunday 5th November 2017

Name:

Age:

Sunday 12th November 2017

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To be awake for the coming of the Lord.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord,
keep us shining like lights in the darkness,
sharing your love, May we be awake and ready
for your coming.
Amen.

Wis 6:12-16
Ps 63
1 Thess 4:13-14 (15-18)
Matt 25:1-13

Getting Started

Ask the children what they would need to do in preparation for a very special party such as a wedding.
– You could make a list on a sheet of paper.

What would happen if those things had not all been prepared eg. if you had forgotten about the food.
Today’s reading is about a wedding.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 25:1-13

J For younger children you might find a children’s version of this reading.
Today’s reading is about a wedding. It is a parable.

What is a parable? A story that Jesus tells to help people understand a tricky concept.

Jesus at the beginning of the reading, is talking to a crowd of people, trying to explain to them what the
kingdom of heaven will be like. He tells them that there were 10 bridesmaids who had lamps and were
waiting for the bridegroom to arrive. Five of the bridesmaids had lamps and a flask of oil in case they
had to wait a long time. The other five only had lamps. The bridegroom was late arriving. The
bridesmaids all became drowsy and slept.
Who were the wise bridesmaids? Why? They had plenty of oil

Who were the foolish bridesmaids? Why? They had to ask the wise bridesmaids for some more oil.
Why did the wise bridesmaids not share the oil with the foolish ones? Because they would run out.

The Foolish bridesmaids went out to buy oil but by the time they returned the bridegroom had arrived
and the door was shut. they were too late for the feast.

What does the parable tell us about the kingdom of heaven?

That we must be prepared for the coming of God’s kingdom. If we are not prepared when the kingdom
comes then we will not be able to enter.
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J With younger children you could ask them what they imagine God’s kingdom to be like. There might
be a huge range of ideas. None of them are wrong, as no one really knows.

Then focus on the 3rd bullet point below. Remind the children that 2 weeks ago we looked at how
Jesus asked us to love one another.

R With the older children, discuss how we might make ourselves prepared.
•
•
•

Read our Bibles, and do what God is asking us to do.
Pray to God, saying sorry for the things that we have done wrong. Also while we pray listening
for God to tell us what he wants us to do.
Making sure that we love God, and also that we show love to each other. (Remember Jesus’
commandment from two weeks ago.)

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, plus a small glass jam jar and a tea light for each child.
Something to decorate the jam jars, such as black sugar paper, sticky stars, glitter, indelible or
glass pens, glass paint. Also white PVA glue and some string.

The children are going to decorate the jars. This can be done in a variety of ways. Shapes can be cut
out of black paper to make silhouettes and stuck onto the jar. Sticky stars or other shapes can be used.
If you have glass pens or paint these also could be used. A pattern or line of glue ( only a thin layer)
can be put on the jar and then glitter sprinkled over. Each jar can have string wound around the rim and
a long handle made. Inside each jar a tea light is placed.
There is also an activity sheet for the children to take home.

The sheet is a word scramble. The children need to unscramble the words, and then in the last column
it tells you which letter to use at the bottom to complete the two word sentence.
The answers tp the word scramble are : 1. kingdom 2. awake 3. bride 4. lamps 5. day 6. wine 7.
banquet 8. look 9. ten.
The final phrase is “Keep Awake!”

Prayer and Worship

Light the candles in the jars before you start. Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s
Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your choice.

Suggested hymns:

Give me oil in my lamp keep me burning.
Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning that we must be prepared for the coming of the Kingdom of God. We have
made lamps, as the bridesmaids had in the story, to symbolize being ready.
Older children might like to explain how we can all be ready for God’s Kingdom.
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--

Unscrambled word

-----

Which letter to use from
the unscrambled word
1st
5th
5th
4th
2nd
1st
2nd
4th
2nd

Name:

----

dnmokgi
kaawe
redbi
apml
ayd
nwei
qatbune
okol
nte

Scrambled word

Unscramble the words, and then the 3rd column tells you which letter of the word to use in the words at the bottom. The letters are in order.

Sunday 12th November 2017
Age:

Sunday 19th November 2017

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Aim

To know that God expects us to make the best use of the gifts he has given us.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Thank you lord for all the talents
that you have given us.
May we use them wisely
to glorify your name
Amen.

Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
Ps 128
1 Thess 5:1-6
Matt 25:14-30 or 14-15,19-21

Getting Started

R For older children, each child will need a piece of paper taped to their back and a pen. Each child

is to write on the sheet of paper on each child’s back something that that person is good at. It could
be something like swimming etc or it could be that they are kind helpful etc.

Once everyone has had a chance to write on each other’s lists – remove the pieces of paper from the
backs and look at the varied talents that each of the children has.

J For younger children you could have a discussion about what they are good at. If the children know
each other well, they might be able to say what someone else is good at.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Matthew 25:14-30

J For younger children you might find this story in a children’s Bible.

Again, the story this week is a parable. It is a way of explaining something that might otherwise be
difficult to understand.

The story tells us how a man who was going away from home for a while, gave some money to his
servants asking them to look after it. The money used at the time was called ‘talents’.
If you were given some money to look after for someone, what would you do with it?
When the master came back, he asked them to bring back his money.

The servant who had been trusted to look after 5 talents, had doubled his money, as did the servant
who had been trusted with 2 talents. However the servant trusted with one talent only brought one
talent back.
Who had used their money wisely?

In English, we use the word talent in a different way to mean something that we are good at.

God has given us talents or gifts. We must use those gifts to the best of our abilities. At the beginning
of the session we talked about things that each of us is good at. God expects us to use that talent well,
rather than hide our talent like the servant who was only given 1 talent and did not use it.
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How can we make sure that we use these talents wisely? Practise them to improve what we can do
and use the talent to help others. You might be good at tidying up and helping at home or school – if
so then offer to help in this way. You might be good at writing stories, dancing etc – if so then you can
use these talents to bring enjoyment to others. You might have skills that you can use in church, for
example you could join the choir if you are good at singing.
There might be talents that God has given us that we don’t know about yet.

The reading tells us that we must use our talents wisely rather than not using them. Our talents are a
gift from God. God gives us talents, we should spend our time wisely investing time improving our
talents. By doing so, we glorify God, and God will give us more.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, printed on coloured card if possible, (you might require
more – if you want to make gift tags for members of the congregation) pencils, crayons or coloured
pencils, scissors, items for decorating the gift tag eg gel pens, glitter glue pens, sticky shapes etc,
and some gift ribbon.

The activity sheet has a picture of a gift tag on it the children will need to cut the tag out first can write
their name on one side, and on the other the talent that they are good at and would like to get better
at. The tags can also be decorated. A hole can be punched in the one end, and a piece of gift wrapping
ribbon threaded through it and tied.
You might like to think about things that people in the congregation are good at. Write their name on a
gift tag, and what they are good at. They can also be decorated as well. These could be given out at
coffee time after the service.

The children can learn the memory verse – Matthew 25v29 “For all those that have, more will be given”
which is written at the bottom of the gift tag.

Prayer and Worship

Gather the children together, and light a candle

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

Take my life and let it be
Shine Jesus Shine

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning that God has given us talents that we must use wisely rather than pretend
that we don’t have them.

Show the congregation the gift tags. These can be displayed if you have somewhere suitable. If you
have any tags for people in the congregation, they could be given out now, or at coffee.

Share the memory verse – Matthew 25v29.
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Sunday 19th November 2017

Name:

Age:

Sunday 26th November 2017

The Solemnity of Christ the King

Aim

To understand the sort of King Jesus is.

Today’s Readings

Today’s Prayer

The Solemnity of Christ the King
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Dear Lord,
You gave us Christ the King of all creation.
Help us to live by his Gospel,
and bring us to the joy of his Kingdom,
where he lives and reigns forever.
Amen.

Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17
Ps 23
1 Cor 15:20-26, 28
Matt 25:31-46

Getting Started

Play a what / who am I game.

You will need to have some ideas in advance for the children to guess who or what you are thinking
about. The answers should only be yes or no answers. For younger children, it is helpful to choose
people or objects in the room.

R Older children may be able to make up their own guess what I am.
Today’s Teaching

You will need 2 large sheets of paper to write on. In the centre of one have the name Jesus,, and in
the centre of the other a drawing or picture of a crown, over the word Jesus. Some coloured pens to
write with.
Bible Reading – Matthew 25:31-46

We are celebrating the festival of Christ the King, which marks the end of the church’s year, when we
remember all the things that are brought together in Christ.

On the sheet of paper with just the word Jesus on it, ask the children what we know about Jesus as a
person on Earth. Depending on the age of the children you will get different responses. You may need
to start them off e.g. he was born in Bethlehem, his parents were Mary and Joseph, he performed
miracles. Ask them to think about things they have learnt in Sunday school over the last year.

You could ask them, but not record, the sort of things we do not know such as, what he liked to eat for
breakfast, what his favourite game was as a child.

Why do we not know these details? – Because they are not recorded in the Bible, as they are not
important to the message.

Read the Bible reading

J For younger children, you might read a abbreviated version of this as it is quite a long reading.
The reading describes what will happen when Christ comes in glory.
•

He will sit on his throne

•

He will separate the sheep from the goats.

•

All the nations will be in front of him
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Explain to the children that the sheep are those people who have followed the teaching of Jesus and
shown in their lives through words, actions and in their hearts. Goats are those who have not. With older
children you could relate this to the parable of the sower. The sheep are those whose seed has fallen
on fertile soil, the goats those whose seed has fallen on stony ground, or amongst the weeds.
Verses 35-40 ask who has helped others – the poor, the sick, the hungry etc. He says that these are
his sheep.
verses 41-46 explain the reverse. The goats are those who did not do these things or even notice the
poor, hungry etc. These people will sit at his left hand

On the sheet of paper with the crown record what sort of King Jesus was – humble, helped people, died
for us etc. And what sort of king he was not – rich powerful etc. You might use two different coloured
pens for this.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils, long pieces of
card (to make crowns) items to decorate the crowns such as sticky shapes, felt tipped pens, gel
pens, glitter etc sellotape and glue.

You might wish to mark zig zags on the top of the crowns for the children to cut out. If your children are
younger or time is limited you might cut these out beforehand.
The children will need to decorate the crowns. These can be sellotaped to fit each child.
The activity sheet is a memory verse for the children to colour and recite.

“Come you that are blessed by my father inherit the kingdom prepared for you.” Matthew 25:34

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

Christ is the King let the whole world rejoice
Rejoice the Lord is King

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning about Christ as our King, the type of person he was when he lived on
earth, and also what sort of King he is.

The children could share the things that have been recorded on the two sheets – what Jesus was like
as a person and what kind of king he was.
Everyone could say the memory verse together.

The children could join the recessional procession wearing their crowns.
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Name:

Age:

Matthew 25:34

Sunday 26th November 2017

Harvest 2017

Aim

To understand that God gives us everything we need.

Today’s Readings
Harvest
OT
Psalm
NT
Gospel

Today’s Prayer

We thank you Lord for all the good things that
you give us. We pray for places in the world
where there is not enough to eat or drink.
Amen.

Deut 8:7-18 or 28:1-14
Ps 65
2 Cor 9:6-15
Luke 12:16-30 or 17:11-19

Getting Started

You will need 7 cards each with a letter of the word “harvest” on, a large sheet of paper and a pen.

Put the letters up on the wall or a board for the children to see, spelling the word harvest.

Challenge the children to make as many words as they can using the letters from the word ‘Harvest’.
Record the answers on the large sheet of paper.

J Younger children might like to physically move the letters around.

Eg. starve, share, have, earth, heart, hear, tears, rest, tea, ear, vet, eat . There are many other words
that can be made. We will be focusing on some of these today.

Today’s Teaching

Bible Reading – Luke 12:16-30

You might like to find a simpler version of this for younger children.

At his time of year we celebrate harvest, giving thanks for the food God has given us.
Who grows and gathers the food?

How does it reach our homes? Expect a huge variety of answers from the children.

In this story the rich man had land that produced so much grain that he had to build some new barns
to store it all in and all his possessions. He thought that he had enough for many years to come and
so he relaxed, ate and drank. God had other ideas though. He told the man that he was a fool, and that
he was to going to die that night.
What was the use of all the grain and possessions that he had stored up?

This reading tells us that we should not worry about life because it is more than food and clothing. God
knows what we need and will provide for us.
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We all have lots of possessions, probably some that we hardly ever use. Ask the children what their
favourite toy is.
Would they ever share it with anyone?

What would they be prepared to share with other people.
Would they be prepared to give their toys away?

God will provide everything we need, but not necessarily all the things we want.
Is everything equal and fair in the world?

Can you think of places where people do not have enough to eat?

Is it fair that we have enough money to buy food from all over the world and others do not?

Discuss the idea that some places have a very limited diet in terms of amount and variety of food.

Today’s Activity
•

You will need an activity sheet for each child, pencils, crayons or coloured pencils, a small plastic
or polystyrene tray for each child, some cress seeds, kitchen paper and water.

Wet the kitchen paper and lay on trays, sprinkle cress seeds. These can be taken home, where the
children can watch them grow.

The activity sheet is a word search for the following words: starve, share, have, earth, heart, hear,
tears, rest, tea, ear, vet, eat.
Complete the word search and colour and decorate the activity sheet.

Prayer and Worship

Say the prayer at the top of the session, or the Lord’s Prayer, the collect for today or a prayer of your
choice.
Suggested hymns:

We plough the fields and scatter
The farmer comes to scatter the seed.
For the beauty of the earth.

Bringing it All Together – Taking it to Others

Today we have been learning how God provides us with all we need. We do not need to store our
treasures and possessions

The children can show their cress seeds, and their decorated word searches.

If you have the letters Harvest on A4 card, the children could show the letters and re-arrange
themselves to make different words. You will need to practise this beforehand.
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Harvest

Name:

V
S
J
A
B
Z
H
O
F
W
O
X
B
E
I

E
C
O
R
P
V
J
A
T
L
X
A
D
V
D

STARVE

E
W
F
F
V
I
S
C
V
P
H
Y
W
R
D

R
I
D
O
H
B
C
V
U
E
H
T
L
A
R

D
A
L
E
Q
R
Q
G
O
R
T
A
E
T
D

G
F
F
C
I
P
A
X
A
Z
S
J
S
S
M

SHARE

TEARS

REST

A
M
C
I
N
G
V
E
Q
V
A
F
Y
I
G

G
P
R
P
A
P
X
S
H
G
C
R
G
A
M

HAVE
TEA

F
D
L
Z
B
V
E
H
P
T
K
S
J
D
V

Age:

T
T
C
D
F
E
D
A
H
R
E
S
T
S
E

EARTH
EAR

R
F
L
K
W
A
S
R
S
A
F
A
J
O
L

X
Y
N
Y
D
R
F
E
Y
E
E
U
I
N
R

G
W
K
H
A
T
X
C
T
H
V
I
D
T
J

HEART
VET

EAT

H
P
C
E
T
H
U
N
Q
E
F
N
Y
H
P

Q
M
T
J
O
E
P
C
T
Z
F
Z
S
I
N

HEAR

