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Page 6
As a deacon I have
found myself followto unexpected

Yes, we are delighted to bring you yet
another new edition of the Additional
Curates Society Good News Magazine. Each
time when it comes to join together the
various articles and information that we
have, it is so difficult to decide what to leave
out, as there is so much that we want to
share with you of the positive, encouraging
and exciting developments that the ACS
constantly initiates, supports and sustains in
our Church. Here is but a flavour of our lifechanging work; if you want to keep up to
date with all that is happening then why not
visit us on our website
www.additionalcurates.co.uk and click on to
the section “News” where you will find the
latest information, a news archive which
contains some photographs taken from the
parishes that the General Secretary visits
from week to week, as well as up to the

minute
stories from
some of our
sponsored
parishes.
And never
forget, if
you are in
Birmingham and anywhere near Spitfire
Road then do call in and see us; we are
delighted with our showroom that contains
samples of our work as well as a full range of
sacristy/devotional supplies, and the ever
increasing vestment range – the kettle is
always on and we love to see a friendly face
ing God’s call ces
pla
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‘You could
be a nun!’
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Coins for

So, enough of this, dive in, enjoy and
remember – this and all the work that we
do is supported and financed by your
generosity, so THANK YOU.
1
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What Me a Nun!
by Jenny Clarke
St Luke’s, Grimethorpe
Here’s a little about me
and my search for
vocation.

My original
intention was to
remain in London
and teach, but
due to changes in
my personal life,
over a period of
two weeks, I’d
accepted the job
in Barnsley, visited
Grimethorpe and
Brierley, been
back to London
to complete my
teaching course,
and returned to
the Parish for a
meeting regarding
children (of which
I had no idea
what it was
about). I came
away from the meeting as: the new
conductor of the parish church school choir,
resumed my role as the organist, coordinator of the children’s events for summer
and also the new Sunday school teacher!
They say God works in mysterious ways, but
He is really over the top at being obvious
sometimes.

I had been involved in
church life as a musician
from being 18 and my
faith and understanding
had slowly grown, but
when I moved back to
Yorkshire for a job as a
peripatetic music teacher
at Barnsley Music Service,
God clearly wanted to
use the gifts and talents
he had entrusted to me in
the Parish of Grimethorpe
with Brierley, where I had
been organist before my
year in London, studying
as a music teacher.

So as a Newly Qualified Teacher and
working hard in the parish, I found myself
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having a serious spiritual thirst, a need for
spiritual nourishment to sustain me in the
work and responsibilities I had. I was drawn
to church, I felt a real longing and desire to
be there and waited with anticipation for
the next service. I needed the stillness to
balance the busyness of my life: I needed to
open my heart to the presence of God
within, to be able to be Christ to others. My
faith was developing so quickly, the more I
drank the more I thirst, I craved knowledge
and understanding, prayer and
nourishments from the sacraments, not only
to aid my outward expression of my faith
but also for my own personal inward need.

Page 3

my friend about it but couldn’t actually make
myself say, ‘I wondered whether I’m
supposed to be a nun!’ I just laughed at how
ridiculous it sounded! I’ve never even met a
nun!
My parish priest at Grimethorpe had been a
Franciscan Friar for 25 years and although he
often told stories about his life as a
Franciscan, I had no real understanding of
what life as a religious really meant or
involved – except having cold toes of course!
Then I met Brother Stephen from Mirfield on
our Parish pre-mission pilgrimage, and knew
I longed for something of the life he had –
although I wasn’t sure what it was.

After Christmas 2009, my faith was gaining
real momentum and the need for prayer was
at an all time high. As much as I loved my
teaching job, it was incredibly hard and I
remember laying in bed one evening and
thinking:
How lovely it must be for nuns and monks who
have the time and space to give themselves
fully in prayer, I
wish I could do
that. Maybe I
should be a nun
– Wait! What
did I just say to
myself? Where
did that come
from?!

So by Lent 2009, I was quite anxious about
these evermore frequent thoughts and also
for my clear need to be involved more
directly in church life. I always value my time
of prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament, it
has a hold on me and I can never bring
myself to leave it, and this was especially true
on this night
at a deanery
service. I
was in tears
and knew I
couldn’t
leave
without
talking to
someone.
So I tried to
compose
myself and
went to a
priest who

Frequently
these thoughts
came into my
head and I
tried to talk to

3
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Priest: Why not speak to your priest about
this? He’s a really nice man, and he
has the experience of the religious
life.

was there for the sacrament of confession;
the conversation went something like this:
Me:

I’m sorry I’m not here to make a
confession, I made it earlier, I just
need to talk to someone.
Priest: Yes, of course, go ahead.

I hadn’t spoken to my priest initially because I
felt like a high school teenager who daren’t
tell their friends that they fancy someone
because they are scared they’ll be laughed at
because the boy they fancy is completely out
of their league. That’s how I felt about Jesus;
my faith was so tiny, being a religious was
completely out of my league – (plus I like
wearing makeup and nice clothes and being
in a relationship, etc).

Me:

I feel as if I’m addicted to Church
(smile from priest) I go as much as I
possibly can, when I’m not there, I
want to be and can’t wait for the next
time I go there. I need to be with
God and pray, feeling his presence
constantly. I take my daily office in the
car with me and use it when ever I
can. Are there any roles in the
church or jobs I can do to satisfy this
need?
Priest: Well there are
lots, Jenny,
numerous,
various roles,
there’s the
obvious thing
from what
you’re saying,
there’s the
religious life,
you could be
a nun.’ (Of
which I burst
in to

My priest was fantastic and his advice was to
start by looking around different communities
to understand what the religious life is. I
gained so much, by visiting Rempstone,
Horbury, Whitby and
finally Walsingham. In
May 2009 I knew that
although I loved my job
as a violin teacher, and
was good at it, I knew it
wasn’t enough, so I
handed my notice in and
trusted God that I would
do the right thing. I knew I
wasn’t ready to join a
community and needed the
time to explore. The right
path certainly materialised.
At St Luke’s st
uncontrollable
atue
sobbing). Is this something
In September 2009 I became
you’ve been thinking of?
the pastoral assistant, funded by the ACS, at
Grimethorpe and Brierley and I thoroughly
Nodding ‘But I feel too normal to be
enjoy every minute of it. It is wonderful, all
a nun!’
the work I do is directly involved in the
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and through prayer and sacraments He will
grant me the grace to do what ever His will is.
Whether I’m called to the religious life or
other work within the church, I’m am sure
God will make my path clear and I am certain
the Holy Spirit will carry me along as He has
done so so far.

building of God’s Kingdom and I have the
space and time for prayer and spiritual
development. My talents as a music teacher
are used as a channel for mission; I use it in
school assemblies, work with children, fund
raising, and also establishing a church choir. I
find ministering to the sick and needy, as well
as teaching in bible study and confirmation
classes a great privilege and humbling
experience. I learn so much myself. I also
have the time to test my vocation; staying
with the sisters at Walsingham, thoroughly
enjoying my time there, the dynamic
between the sisters is wonderful and I always
feel at home.
It can be difficult at times trying to work out
God’s call and even more difficult responding
to it but I place my trust in God, and know
that He will only take me where love can go

Jenny with Fr Peter Needham

ADVERTISEMENT
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Ordination but NOT
Priesthood
A Permanent Deacon’s Ministry
by Deacon Claire King
of God may be made visible.” Ordination of
Deacons, Common Worship.

Many parishes experience the great
excitement of welcoming a new deacon. The
vast majority of deacons, although they still
remain deacons, are
ordained priest a year
later. However, some
deacons are
permanent or
distinctive, set apart to
live out a ministry
which belongs to the
whole church, the
ministry of Christ the
servant, and I am one
of them.

My first experience of church was a through
the Girl
Guides
attached
to my
local
church in
Kent.
From
there I
joined the
church
youth club,
became
confirmed
and a
regular
worshipper
at a lively
modern
catholic
parish
church. At that time we had a deaconess,
later deacon, on the parish staff and it was
while I was still in my teens that I began to
consider what God’s call to me might be.
University followed and still the call persisted,
a call to service within both the church and
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“Deacons are called
to... proclaim the
gospel in word and
deed, as agents of
God’s purposes of
love. They are to
serve the
community in which
they are set, bringing
to the Church the needs and hopes of all the
people. They are to work with their fellow
members in searching out the poor and
weak, the sick and lonely and those who are
oppressed and powerless, reaching into the
forgotten corners of the world, that the love
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the community, a call I began to recognise as
one to the distinctive or permanent
diaconate and not to the priesthood within
the Church and one affirmed by selection
and theological training.

Page 7

As a permanent deacon I have found myself
following God’s call to unexpected places,
working with those on the fringes of church
life often at the times in their lives when they
are asking big and challenging questions. And
finding that taking a step in faith, in spite of
my initial response, “No I couldn’t do that”.

I was ordained deacon in the Diocese of
Southwark in 1994 serving my curacy in a
South London parish. During this time I
married Fr. Philip O’Reilly whom I had met at
theological college and we lived in his title
parish in South Croydon. A long time
supporter of ACS through my home parish in
Kent, I was grateful to ACS for a grant. We
then moved North to work not only in
different dioceses but in different provinces!
Fr Philip as Team Vicar in the industrial villages
of the Staveley Team Ministry and me as a
hospital chaplain in Sheffield. Then south
again to the midlands and the diocese of
Leicester.

This was certainly my reaction when asked
to consider applying for a post as a hospital
chaplain. I had enjoyed parish ministry a great
deal and it had not occurred to me to
consider other forms of ministry. But at that
time deacons posts were few and far
between and I took a step in faith and applied
for a post in Sheffield. By God’s providence
Fr Philip also successfully applied for a parish
post in North Derbyshire near to the
Sheffield border, within easy reach both for
commuting and for emergency calls. I spent
five years as a hospital chaplain working
7
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other institutions meeting people where they
across a variety of disciplines and
are and building bridges to faith and to the
departments with patients, their families and
Church, please remember to pray for them.
the staff who care for them. It was a very
varied and challenging ministry, from the
I am currently in my second post in Leicester,
midnight emergencies through to the long
the first as a parish deacon in inner city
term support for patients undergoing
Leicester working with community groups
rehabilitation following illness, accident or
and running a community centre from a
surgery. And it was I discovered a diaconal
ministry, a ministry of service, one of meeting church base in the parish and helping with a
with those on the margins of church life, who support service for those affected by HIV and
now in another Leicester city parish, St.
were often quite suddenly faced with the big
Chad, serving a small
questions of
but faithful
life, Why does
congregation again
God allow
long time
suffering, to
supporters of
me, to those
ACS. Currently we
I love? The
are as a parish
privilege of
running families
walking
outreach events
alongside
building on work
those
with the local
struggling
school and
with such
Children’s Centre.
questions
was immense.
S Chad’s, Leicester
The diaconal ministry
continues to surprise and excite me as I
In 2001 we moved to Leicester to a new
encounter new ways and new places to
parish for Fr Philip. And again I said “No I
meet those for whom the Christian faith is
couldn’t do that”, as I considered an
invitation to become a prison chaplain. Once new or strange. A ministry that I believe
more women of the Catholic tradition
again God opened doors and I found myself
should consider. As you continue to pray for
embarking on a rich and fulfilling ministry
behind bars. Once again as a deacon meeting vocations to the priesthood, please also pray
for the women and men who serve God as
the marginalised, those with little or no
distinctive deacons within the church,
contact with the church until they found
reaching out and finding new ways to engage
themselves within an institution which
with those on the edge of church life, set
provided chaplaincy services. Chaplains
apart to live the words of Jesus, “Behold I am
provide a valuable if hidden ministry going
among you as one who serves.”
out to the colleges, hospitals, prisons and
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A Walworth
Sesquicentenary
by Fr John Walker
We have just started our year of celebrations to mark
the opening of our parish church, St John the
Evangelist, in the mission district of Walworth in
1860.
St John’s was built with the specific intention of
ministering to the needs of the overspill from the
East-end of London that was relocated to, what was
then, the countryside of Walworth. From the 1860’s
to the end of the century there was a great migration
of people into Walworth and the surrounding areas of
Bermondsey, Peckham and Camberwell from the Eastend. this is why so many of the old families still consider
themselves to be cockneys, because their roots lie very
firmly in the East-end. The parish though geographically
quite small (it is possible to walk across it at any point in
ten minutes, and round the perimeter in half an hour) was
by 1900 densely populated. There was deprivation and
hardship on a level difficult to envisage today outside the
third World; Fr Cotham and his small army of Curates,
aided in later years by Deaconesses, worked long hours
ministering to the people and their needs.
At St John’s the spiritual needs were centred round the
daily Mass and the Offices, and in the fullness of its
Catholic tradition the people were able to experience
something of the beauty of holiness that was so lacking
in the drabness and hardship of their lives. The clergy
also helped provide for the temporal needs of the
people and stories abound of them walking back to
the clergy house with nothing on their feet because they had
9
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given their boots to someone
who needed them to get a job to
support their family, or without a
coat for the same reason. Food
meant for the evening meal at the
Vicarage was often given to those
who came knocking at the door
asking for food for their children. It
is the not unique story of the
incredible commitment to Jesus
and his Gospel that permeates the
history of so many Catholic
parishes from these early years of
the renewal of the Catholic
tradition.

fortunate to have a Curate and a retired
priest living in the parish so in early 1995 we
reinstated the daily Mass. It has to be said
that within a month or two it became
apparent that the difference it made to the
spiritual life of St John’s was immense, it
became the heart-beat of the life of the
church family, a focal point for the
commitment of every day to God. Within a
short time the people became used to the
rhythm of the daily Mass and though on a
few occasions the registers show that the
congregation numbered the priest and only
one other, these were very rare occasions
and attendance usually varies at the daily
Mass between five and fourteen people.

Those first ministers laid solid foundations
and though the years since have seen as
much retreat as advance. St John’s is still
there ministering to the people both
spiritually and temporally. It is a people
church and the clergy and parish worker are
kept busy seeing to the needs of the people;
the demands of an average day in the parish
are so diverse that sometimes we wonder
what will crop up next. There is a thriving
parish school which retains very strong links
with the church. There is a vibrant social life
in the church community with everything
from professional concerts to beetle drives
and quiz nights; all it has to be said in aid of
ongoing church restoration.

Maintaining the daily celebration has proved
impossible; Curates come and go, retired
clergy move on to the Homes of St Barnabas
or even higher things, and more often than
not, as I have already said, the incumbent is
the only priest attached to the church. At St
John’s we had to rethink how we could
provide for a daily Mass; the PCC and the
congregation discussed at great length how
to resolve the problem and how we could
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Over the years it has not always been
possible to maintain the tradition of a daily
Mass; the armies of Curates have long since
disappeared and at St John’s, as in so many
other parishes, the incumbent has often
been the only priest at the church for long
periods of time. Back in 1994 we were
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ensure a
daily
communion
for the
people. It
was in the
need
expressed
by so many
members of
the church
family to
receive
communion in the week or on a daily basis
that we found the solution. If it was
impossible to provide a priest for every daily
Mass it was possible to provide Eucharistic
Ministers who could take the service to the
Peace and then administer communion in
one kind from the tabernacle, allowing time
then for reflection and a final shared blessing.
These were duly trained and began to
function in partnership with the priest. This
has meant that the Mass or Communion can
be kept at the set time every day, and

Page 11

Communion can be received every day. So
we have managed to maintain a daily Mass or
Communion for fifteen years in unbroken
continuity.
We celebrate 150 years of ministry, witness
and mission in the Catholic tradition at St
John’s and thank God that through the ups

and the downs of those years he has kept
faith with his people here in Walworth and
for all the churches throughout the world
that endeavour to keep the tradition alive
and for the blessing of the daily Mass or
Communion.

Introducing the ACS
Communion Service
when our Priest
cannot be with us
COMMON WORSHIP or ROMAN
1 PACK:
1 leaders laminated card
plus
25 people’s cards

£28.00
Individual cards: Leaders card £5.00 – People’s card £1.50 each
11
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DISCOVERING PRIESTHOOD
being a priest in Godʼs Church

A weekend conference for men

based at St Stephenʼs House, Oxford
10th, 11th and 12th September 2010
thinking about or training for the sacred priesthood

For further details contact:
Additional Curates Society, Gordon Browning House,
8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham, B24 9PB
Tel: 0121 382 5533 • email: info@additionalcurates.co.uk
God Calling – An initiative supported by Forward in Faith, ACS,
CBS and other Catholic Societies.

ADVERTISEMENT

Community of the Holy Cross
Help us build the new
Convent at Highfields

BE A BRICK AND
BUY A BRICK FOR
HOLY CROSS

The Community of the Holy Cross at
Rempstone is moving to the next village,
Costock, sometime in the next two years.

£10
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TO MAKE A DONATION TO THE
BUILDING FUND AND HAVE YOUR
NAME ON A BRICK CONTACT:
The Revd Mother
Holy Cross Convent
Ashby Road, Rempstone
Loughborough LE12 6RG
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We are building a new Convent with green
technology and a traditional monastic layout
to help us live our Benedictine life to the
full. As at Rempstone, there will be a guest
house to enable visitors to share in our
worship, to deepen their spirituality and to
enjoy the beauty of creation in the grounds
and countryside at Highfields.
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being really clever. Also if you retire … then you
can always come here and put in some hours!! …
No? well it was worth a try! Your retirement
address means that we can keep in touch with
you. So whatever changes – please let us know:
email address, telephone number, ACS secretary,
changed quantity of Good News magazine and
also if your parish amalgamates with another. You
can get in touch with me by letter, by phone, by
email jean@additionalcurates.co.uk (reminder: to
speak to me directly, a TUESDAY is the best day
to find me in.)

Jean says thank you to all
Incumbents and ACS Secretaries.
Your harassed volunteer
is not quite so harassed
now … Having
received quite a good
response from you all,
giving me up to date
information for our data
base. Thank you so
much! However, as my
mother used to say to me, ‘don’t rest on your
laurels’ … there is still work to be done! I know it
is asking a great deal of you but if you could keep
us in mind if any of your personal circumstances
change. E.g. If you change address; please give me
your new parish and diocese. (I don’t know all
areas of the country although I am improving)
Whenever you get in touch for whatever reason
please give the Diocese you are under – this is a
great help. In fact, if you retain the envelope that
this Good News has come in you will be able to
quote your Reference Number which you will
find on the address label – now, that would be

Do also look on the ACS Website and read some
of the interesting Stories from Sponsored Parishes
– this puts some meat on what is happening to
the money you so kindly raise and donate. Just a
last thought – if you have not already done so and
you are one of our ACS secretaries, please let me
have your Birthday date – this means that we can
send you a card to show our appreciation of the
work you do in encouraging your congregation to
support us. (I wish it was a bunch of roses – but
you can pretend it is!)
13
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What’s NEW at the ACS
available to order online at www.additionalcurates.co.uk
1) Statue of the Holy
Family
A beautiful 8" high
resin statue of Our
Lady the Christ-child
supported by S Joseph
with wood effect finish
and gift boxed.
£11.20

2) Statue of Our
Lady of
Walsingham
A beautifully made
resin statue, of the
image as in the
Anglican Shrine,
full of detail
exquisitely
coloured. Gift
boxed.
£20.50

3) Gluten Free Hosts
Sealed edged. Pack of 50
£6.00 For our full selection of hosts, altar wine, see our web site.
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4) Prinknash Incense
Available in 4 fragrances in 1lb boxes
Order either:
Abbey
Sanctuary
Cathedral
Priory
ALL AT £17.00 each
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All prices include post & packaging
5) Modern Green Vestment
A modern green generous gothic cut vestment with
gold and silver metallic crosses on front and back,
edged in gold, complete with stole, machine
washable, 100% polyester.
£83.50
other colours available
Other vestments on website

Order Form
1) Statue of the Holy Family
2) Statue of Our Lady of Walsingham
3) Gluten Free Hosts (50)
4) Prinknash Abbey Incense
Prinknash Sanctuary Incense
Prinknash Cathedral Incense
Prinknash Priory Incense
5) Modern Green Vestment
6) Silver Pen Set

£11.20 each
£20.50 each
£6.00 each
£17.00 each
£17.00 each
£17.00 each
£17.00 each
£83.50 each
£3.60 each

Name....................................................................................................
Address ................................................................................................
............................................................................................................
..................................................Post Code............................................
Email....................................................................................................
Tel No ..................................................................................................

✂

CARD DETAILS
Card No ................................................................................................
Start Date ..................................... Expiry Date ..................................

6) Silver Pen Set
A metal ballpoint pen, diamond cut in silver
coloured case with a gold coloured guardian
angel motif, in a presentation box lined with
velvet to enhance the beauty of this gift.
Approx. 160 x 35mm.
£3.60 each

Issue No ............................ Security Code .............................
Please make cheques payable to: “Additional Curates Society” and return to:
Additional Curates Society, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road,
Birmingham B24 9PB
Please state whether these are a gift and require a gift tag sent directly to the
recipient on a separate sheet, marking your own personal greeting that will
accompany the gift and the certificate which states that these items have been
blessed by the General Secretary in the Chapel at Gordon Browning House.
Or order online: www.additionalcurates.co.uk
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Stories from
sponsored parishes
by Fr Nicholas Spicer
We hear from Father Nicholas Spicer
of Worksop Priory a lovely and moving
report of Father Philip Corbett’s
ordination

answering our
prayer “Give
us priests …”
The next day others joined us as
Father Philip presided at Mass for
the first time. Amidst a huge rain
storm (the credence table had to
be moved as the roof sprang a new
leak!) Fr William Davage of Pusey
House drew us deeper into the
meaning of priesthood for which
we are so thankful.
Having said the traditional Masses of
the Holy Spirit, Our Lord, Holy
Angels, S Philip and of Requiem, the
reality of everyday life emerged, where
all this is rooted, as Father Philip rediscovered his already well established
ministry amongst the bereaved, the
families of the unbaptised, the sick and
schools of the parish – now as a priest.
Unfortunately a Curates training
weekend meant he missed our ACS
Sunday and the much appreciated visit of
Fr Barry Smart. The Youth Pilgrimage and
Anglo Catholic Charismatic Convention
with parishioners, young and not so
young, took him away for two weeks in
August but hardly for a rest!
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Father Philip Corbett’s second year in
the parish of Worksop began with his
ordination to the Sacred Priesthood in
the Priory Church. Against the glorious
historical background, amidst the hard
work of many parishioners, with Bishop
Jarrett’s presence and words, many
priests and deacons, Fr Philip’s family and
friends and Father Philip’s own offering,
hopes and desires, fears and anxieties,
we knelt. Father Philip prostrated himself
to ask for the intercession of Our Lady
Mary, S. Cuthbert and all the Saints. We
thanked Almighty God for once again
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The parish and I are again grateful for the
continued support of Fr Smith and the
staff at ACS and the financial contribution
the Society makes to Father Philip’s
expenses. Thank you.

Page 17

(You have captured in this short report the
privilege, the essence and the sheer hard
work of being a Priest amongst people.
Thank you. Ed)

Father Nicholas
Spicer, Father
Darren Smith and
Father Philip
Corbett
with the parish ACS
secretary Kath

 

  

ADVERTISEMENT

A residential community of retired Anglican clergy. Married couples
are very welcome, as are those who have been widowed. Admission
is also open to licensed Church Workers and Readers. There are
facilities for visitors and guests; occasional quiet days and retreats.
•
•
•
•
•

All Cloister flats have sitting rooms, bedrooms and en suite facilities
Two Chapels; daily Mass and Evensong
Three Libraries; Snooker Room; 9 hole Putting Green
Well equipped Common Room and Refectory
The Nursing Wing offers both residential and full nursing care

For further details or to arrange a preliminary visit please contact:
Fr Howard Such, Warden, The College of St Barnabas,
Blackberry Lane, Lingfield, Surrey, RH7 6NJ
Tel. 01342 870260
Website: www.st-barnabas.org.uk
Email: warden@collegeofstbarnabas.com
Patrons: The Archbishops of Canterbury, York and Wales; Lord Carey of Clifton;
Lord Pilkington of Oxenford; The Lord-Lieutenant of Surrey; Mr Peter Ainsworth MP
Dame Judi Dench
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Give a Little Change a Lot
We would like to invite all our
readership to consider joining our
regular giving initiative that does as the
label says, “Make a considerable
difference” by donating a fairly small and
insignificant amount. Yes for just £1 per
week (£4 a month) you can help the
ACS resource our Church and ensure
the much-needed ministry of priests not
only for today but also for the future.

the toughest parishes in England and
Wales. By committing yourself to just £1
per week we can make some real radical
changes in the society that we live. So
please join our scheme by filling in the
enclosed form and returning it to us
here at the Additional Curates Society,
Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire
Road, Birmingham B24 9PB or
alternatively by logging on to our
website www.additionalcurates.co.uk
and clicking on the donations section
where donations can be made using
your credit or debit card.
See forms on page 17.

We at the ACS are in the business of
transforming lives by praying for
vocations, encouraging vocations and
paying for priests who work in some of

LEGACIES
Have you considered supporting the work of the Church through the ACS after your death?
The money received from legacies is the life blood of the Society, helping to put priests in
parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
If you would like to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of wording
in your Last Will and Testament.
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work
care of the General Secretary
Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
the sum of £_______________________________
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(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a certain
fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS)
(free from all death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of the
Additional Curates Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the
time being of the Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient discharge to my executors
of the same.”
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GIFT AID DECLARATION
I desire that the Additional Curates Society treats all donations that I have made since the
6th April 2000 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration as a Gift Aid
Donation until I notify the Society otherwise.
I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and that my tax bill will always be more than or equal to
the amount of tax that the Additional Curates Society will be able to reclaim in the relevant
tax years.
Name ................................................................................................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................
....................................................................................Post Code ......................................
Signed ................................................................................Dated ......................................
Parish ..............................................................................Diocese ......................................

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode ......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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Tile Hill is in an
Interregnum

Tile Hill , St Oswa ld
Ki ng & Marty r
Co ventry

a team and good communication are
paramount. In the first few weeks there
were, of course, hiccups but none
insurmountable.
We have managed to book locum priests
for every Sunday Mass so the faithful
people of the congregation are able to
receive their Holy Communion. Our
Tuesday evening and Wednesday morning
said Eucharists’ are also continuing with the
support of Father Kit Dunkley and our elderly
Lay Pastor.

This began at the end of September 2009
when Father Brian Regan retired after
devoting 15 years of faithful ministry to the
people of the parish. His retirement has
been a great loss to us and we are now in
the position of having to replace him. Sadly,
running the ship without a captain brings
about so much stress during an
interregnum.

We have an excellent serving team of six at
St Oswald’s which includes a thurifer. This
devoted team has been praised by many
visiting clergy. Having a different Priest each
Sunday has certainly brought a wide variety
of sermons! All extremely good I might add!
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St Oswald’s has five licensed Eucharistic
Ministers who assist
with the distribution
of the Sacrament;
four of them also
take Communion to
the housebound
who cannot attend
services. This
ministry is also being
maintained during
the interregnum.
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It became clear the Parochial Church Council
and the Churchwardens duties would come
to the forefront
instantly. The prime
factor is in keeping
the church services
going and the
continuation of the
many community
groups who utilise
the parish hall. This
is when one
realises working as
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The Church of England Legal Process
The paperwork involved in this process
brought about a great deal of responsibility
to the PCC, especially the PCC Secretary –
thank goodness for emails! Several
meetings, including the Section 11 were
held to produce our Parish Profile. We
were fortunate in being able to hold our
Section 12 meeting in late November
where the Parish Profile was agreed upon
by the Bishop of Coventry, the Archdeacon,
Area Dean and Father Kit Dunkley who
represented the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. St
Oswald’s has passed Resolutions A and B
and the Bishop of Coventry has extended
Episcopal care to the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Bishop Christopher, together with the
Bishop of Warwick and Bishop Andrew,
work in close partnership. The process of
advertising for the post of Parish Priest can
now proceed.

Page 21

All legal documents have to be maintained
as well as keeping the congregation
informed of what is happening during this
time.
History of the Parish Church
The parish church of St Oswald, King and
Martyr, is situated at the heart of this
1950’s council estate originally built for
Coventry’s car workers. Our previous
Priest, developed excellent relations with
local Schools, industry and shops as well as
an extensive ministry to the chronically
sick, deprived and families torn apart by
traumatic or emotional periods in their
lives.
The Church has had a wonderful
reputation of being totally involved within
the community. We are a missionary
church, reaching out to the local
community. Our main outreach to the
parish is St Oswald’s Community Advice
Centre which has been running for some
22 years. It is purely funded by donations
and provides free and impartial advice on
debt, benefits and health issues among
other things. There are four advisors and
we are assisted by up to 4 second-year
law students from the University of
Warwick

Alongside the legal process, the PCC and
churchwardens are responsible for the
church building and vicarage, making
absolutely sure both buildings are secure
at night. This is a huge responsibility and
one which must not be taken
lightly.

St Oswald’s has been a Catholic parish
for more than 30 years. It has seen
great growths in its time. Our last
Priest was an Anglo-Catholic with a
strong evangelical background who
had an excellent knowledge of liturgy,
adapting Common Worship to meet
our more catholic needs.
21
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parishes in our situation we need a man who
will be a good pastor, an able teacher and
have skills in ministering to younger families.
By the term ‘younger’ I suppose we mean
families where often the adults in the
household are less than 35 years of age with
school age children. To be a priest in a
today’s society he will have to be a resilient
and tolerant person, able to delegate, full of
self confidence and patience but with a highly
developed sense of humour! Will we find
that man?

There are two other churches located in the
parish; Limbrick Wood Baptist Church and
Our Lady of the Assumption Roman Catholic
Church, with both of these we have a very
good relationship. In addition, a branch of the
Agape International Church Fellowship meets
in our church hall on Sunday afternoons.
St Oswald’s is part of the Coventry South
Deanery which is comprised of eleven parishes
and the Warwick University Chaplaincy. We
maintain a close relationship with the Deanery
Chapter who are supportive of St Oswald’s
and we are given financial support through the
parish share adjustment in view of our status as
a Missionary Parish.

An interregnum is the strangest system I have
ever known in any professional organisation.
It puts pressure on much of the faithful laity
and sends the Parish Administrator running
around chasing
her own tail! I
wonder if
others in
interregnum
feel the same.

F i nd i n g a ne w Pr i e st
Traditional parishes like ours may well find
extra difficulties filling our incumbency posts,
because of the lack of candidates coming
forward for ordination over recent years.

We are a missionary parish in a
nation that needs Christ’s
teachings more now than ever.

Nevertheless,
the most
important
aspect at the
moment is that
with the help of
good lay servants, the ministry of this parish
continues whilst we await our new
Shepherd. We pray every day that God will
send us a good, faithful Priest.

We feel a great need to keep the Church
and the teachings of Christ as the central
focus of our community and help it grow
both in numbers and faith in an increasingly
secular and unbiblical world. We intend to
provide help and pastoral care to those in
need and so draw the people of the parish to
the Light of Christ.

Anne Gregory
Parish Administrator
Email: stoswalds-tilehill@hotmail.com
Visit us on www.stoswalds.net
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We are looking for a Priest who adheres to
biblical teachings and who will strengthen and
continue our catholic tradition. Like many
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From the General Secretary

Fr Ian and Fr David of Belle Isle, which is a supported parish of the ACS, with Fr Darren
I am delighted to be able to put on the front
cover of this edition a beautiful photograph of
Master James Smith-Chopra. Young James,
his sister and parents are all at Mass every
week and go to make up part of the
Christian family. It is tempting to look at
people like James and to refer to them as the
Church of the future, but I think we all realise
and acknowledge children and young people
should and must be the Church of today.
Any Christian community must have its fair
share of young and not so young if it is truly
to be representative of the whole of God’s
creativity.

months and there is not even a suggestion of
an induction date in the near future. All Saints
is but one of so many parishes in England and
Wales that struggles to find a priest to care
for them, to proclaim the Gospel and to
celebrate the sacraments.
Similarly you will find information in the
magazine from Ann Gregory about the
struggle that Saint Oswalds in Coventry are
experiencing during an interregnum. We
could add to this Saint Saviours, Scarborough
All Saints, Birmingham, S Mary the Virgin and
S John the Evangelist, Kettering, S Giles,
Reading and so on and so on, for the list
grows longer as more and more parishes
become vacant and fewer and fewer present
themselves for ordination and our clergy get
older and older.

One of the things that gives me particular
sadness when I think of James and his family
is that they are worshipping in a church that
has now been without a priest for almost 18
23
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Dulverton Hall, Dining Room
Dulverton Hall, Scarborough
On a visit to Dulverton Hall Scarborough
the Church of England’s Pension Board
Residential Home, there were two things
that struck me about this wonderful place.
The first was what a magnificent building it
was, with superb staff who make the
residents comfortable and happy.
The second was, although it is a Retirement
Home, the residents are anything but
retired. So many of them are still actively
involved in parish ministry. How true those
words of scripture are that state “You are a
priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek”.

Dulverton Hall, Chapel
responsibility to ensure that the church is
adequately resourced for both James’
generation and the generations that will
come after him. That is why, my dear friends
I want to seriously urge you all to join me in
praying for priests. Never grow tired of
asking God in His mercy and generosity to
send us good, faithful, holy priests. The
beautiful words of the Additional Curates
Society prayer, Almighty God give us priests,
succinctly and correctly places before both
ours and God’s minds the important role of

The reality is more and more of our clergy
are coming to retirement age with fewer and
fewer coming in at the opposite end. The
age profile keeps growing and is something
that we all need to be both aware of and
address.
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But this is where you and the Additional
Curates Society come in, because it is our
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priesthood in the church, offering the Holy
Sacrifice, giving Jesus in all the sacraments,
proclaiming the faith, baptising and teaching
the young, tending the sheep, seeking the
lost, pardoning sinners, blessing our homes,
praying for the afflicted, comforting the
mourners and strengthening us all in our last
hour.
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By ordering your sacristy supplies or parish
requisites from the society, knowing that
instead of providing profit for shareholders
any surplus goes towards our important
work.
By buying your Christmas Cards, Easter
Cards and gifts from the society, which is
supportive because all profits go into our
work.

Secondly help us to resource the church
today. These are very challenging times
financially for us all, but if we want to
continue our Vocations Conferences, if we
want to continue financing parish placements
where individuals are given the opportunity
of testing their vocation to the priesthood
and the religious life, if we want to maintain
our generous financial support of poor and
populous parishes then we need money, and
there is no easy way of saying this. To be
brutally honest and point blank we need to
find new ways of making money, new
donors to give money and hopefully
challenge our existing benefactors to give
more sacrificially and generously to God’s
work.

Or by mentioning the society in your will, a
real and generous legacy of love.
I, like you, have so much to thank the church
for. My faith means the world to me and I
know our faith can transform our world for
the better, but friends if we want this faith to
continue to grow then we must provide
priests for successive generations.
Almighty God, give us priests.

You can support this missionary endeavour
of providing priests for parishes by giving
regularly a small but consistent amount each
week, month, quarter or year, which helps
us with a measure of certainty to know
what we can afford, what we can plan.
By organising some fund–raising event
either at home or in the parish for the work
of the ACS. Coffee Morning, raffle,
sponsored walk.

S Saviour’s, Scarborough
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ACS Headline News … …
Society from the collection taken.
Congratulations Father.
ST GILES, READING sends thanks to Fr
Darren for being with them in January and
many felt the sermon gave some memorable
images and a real challenge to greater
commitment in the future.
COFFEE MORNING. Proceeds from St
Richard’s Church, Haywards Heath were
donated to the Society, many thanks to the
Cynthia Grainger and all helped to make this
event a success.

WELL DONE to Fr Ivor Morris on his Silver
Jubilee anniversary of Ordination to the
Priesthood.
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to an
anonymous donor for their most generous
gift towards the work of the Society.

REST IN PEACE. It is was with great
sadness that we heard of the death of Daisy
Trueman just after her ninetieth birthday.
Daisy had been an ACS Parish Secretary for
many years, we thank her for all the work
that she did to promote the Society. She will
greatly missed.

CONGRATULATIONS TO Fr John Henley
on the occasion of his Silver Jubilee of
Priesting and the generous donation of the
collection on that occasion.

THANK
YOU to Mrs
Patricia
Eldridge for
her
encouraging
words in
favour of the
new format of
’Good News’,
also for the
support from the Parish of St Saviour on the
Cliff, Shanklin on the Isle of Wight. The
picture was taken at their Corpus Christi service.

A BIG THANK YOU to Fr Darren and Fr
Barry from the Parish of St Saviour with All
Saints, Scarborough for being with them for
the Easter Triduum.
FAITHFUL SUPPORTERS from Plymouth,
Joe Balsdon (aged 12), Roy and Jean Dobson
thank you for your donation towards the
work of the Society.
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GOLDEN JUBILEE celebrations at St Paul’s,
Knightsbridge for Father Graham Palmer as
he clocks up 50 years of ordination and a big
thank you for the generous donation to the
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CONGRATULATIONS TO Father David
Boundy in this Golden Jubilee year of
ordination to the priesthood.
RIDE THE LIGHTS IN BLACKPOOL.
31st August 2010. Blackpool Bob and Fr
Graham Piper from St Christopher’s, Hawes
Side will be taking part in this again this year
in aid of the Society. If you would like to
sponsor them please contact Bob on
blackpoolbob@talktalk.net.
GOOD LUCK
If you have any foreign coins left over from
your holidays and you cannot exchange why
not donate them to the Society and we can
get them exchanged, if not give them to your
parish secretary who will forward them onto
us. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
IN THIS.

Blackpool Bob with Fr Darren last year.

PASTORAL ASSISTANT in BRIGHTON

Are you wanting to explore a possible vocation to the Priesthood and does spending a
year or two in the centre of Brighton and Hove, the cosmopolitan and vibrant, ‘city-bythe-sea,’ appeal to you? There’s a vacancy in two of Brighton’s well-known traditional
Anglo-Catholic parishes, S. Michael & All Angels and S. Paul’s [each PCC has passed
resolutions AB&C]. Each parish is much involved in its local community, and there is
a wide variety of opportunities to experience ministry in three schools, a Street Pastor
scheme [led by our present Curate], to the homeless at our Saturday community cooked
breakfasts, care homes, to the many visitors and those coming to church for cultural
events, etc. The churches are very beautiful and the people friendly and welcoming.
Brighton is a busy yet relaxed and fun place, quite unlike any where else in England.
There is free accommodation for the successful applicant. All ministry is undergirded
by the daily Mass and Divine Office. Four Parish ordinands were ordained last summer,
two of whom had been our pastoral assistants.
If you would like to know more please see our web sites:
www.saintmichaelsbrighton.org and www.saintpaulschurch.org.uk
or contact the Parish Priest, Father Robert Fayers on 01273-727362 or
fatherrobertfayersssc@gmail.com.
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PEWTER POCKET TOKENS
ONE FOR YOU AND ONE FOR A FRIEND

Text on reverse

CROSS IN THE POCKET

I carry a cross in my pocket, a
simple reminder to me, of the
fact that I am a Christian, no
matter where I may be.

Actual size:
30mm diameter
These beautiful solid pewter tokens are a wonderful way of sharing your faith.
Provided in packs of two and designed perfectly to fit in a pocket or purse. They
present us with a wonderful tool for evangelism, whenever you reach into your
purse or pocket for change you are reminded of your faith in Christ’s redeeming
love. The second token is to be given away, to family or friends, for faith is at its
best when it is shared.
PRICED AT ONLY £4.99 for two tokens incl p&p (pay by cheque or card)
ORDER FORM

Pewter Pocket Tokens (quantity of sets) _____________________________________
Name ________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________

Post code _____________________

Email ________________________________________________________________
Tel No________________________________________________________________

End Date____________

Issue No____________

Security No___________
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Card No ______________________________________________________________
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