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DISCOVERING PRAYER WITH THE CHURCH

Do you find it difficult to pray? Do you need help?
Priests have a book with Morning & Evening Prayer.
This is too long and complicated for most people.
‘Discovering Prayer’ can help you to pray each day. It
has prayers for every day of the year. It will help you
to make time for God. It is easy to use. Each daily page
has a Psalm, Scripture and Prayer. (More is available
if you want it.)

SPECIAL RECESSION PRICE
£19.99 (rrp £25)

Order on line: www.additionalcurates.co.uk or by phone: 0121 382 5533
Our price includes Postage, Packing and VAT
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PLEASE NOTE
We are really keen to keep our
records as up-to-date as
possible.
If you are aware of any changes
you feel would be helpful to us
PLEASE get in touch by email,
letter or phone. We are
particularly keen to have your
email address.
Please address these changes to:
Mrs Jean Marriott.
Also would you give some
thought to appointing an ACS
Secretary to your Parish if you
have not already do so.
Many thanks

The opinions and views expressed in this magazine are those of the individuals and not
necessarily of the Additional Curates Society.
Front cover: Gary Hartill, his wife Carole and twins Jacob and Jessica
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Welcome...
Welcome everybody to a new and
exciting edition of the ACS Magazine
that quite literally does bring Good
News. Once again we have tried to
focus on some of the outstanding work
that takes place in parishes in England
and Wales in proclaiming the good news
of Jesus Christ by our talented and
committed clergy.

For more up to date reports, stories and
information don’t forget that you can
access our website at
www.additionalcurates.co.uk, and by
clicking on the heading News you will see
a sub-heading “Stories from Sponsored
Parishes”. These are changed every few
weeks showcasing some of the work that
we do with your help.

We are also showcasing some of the
vocational work that we undertake, looking
at Mark who is in the midst of a parish
placement in Wylde Green, Gary at Friar
Park and Al from Swinton who are all in
the process of discerning their vocation
and presenting themselves for the LOM
style of ministry (locally ordained minister).
Unlike years past when one size fitted all,
the church undertakes a number of
different styles of training and ministry from
full time to part time, stipendiary, nonstipendiary and locally ordained. As the
Church continually tries to resource itself in
the most efficient way possible, please
remember that none of this work would
be achieveable without your contribution.
Any gift to the Additional Curates Society is
an investment in the Kingdom of God itself
and its fruits are many and plentiful.

That’s enough from me, read on and dip
into some of the stories, people and the
places that share our passion for
priesthood.

1
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Rebellious Youngster
by Gary Hartill
Hi my name is Gary Hartill and I’m from
St Francis church in West Bromwich. I’ve
worshipped here for the last 18 years
since marrying my wife Carole.
It was still important for me to get married
in church, even though after becoming a
typical youngster, I rebelled from God at
the age of 11 burying my Christian way of
life firmly to the back of my mind. After
booking our wedding, my wife and I
decided to attend Sunday mass once a
month, which naturally progressed to
every week and here we are 18 years
later!
It didn’t take long for our priest Fr Alan
Jones, to encourage me to serve at the
altar and my wife to join the choir. I
thought my life couldn’t get any better
until, on the 25 October 1994 my wife
gave birth to our twins Jacob and Jessica.
My family felt complete and yet something
was still missing in my life.

age 16

As time went by I was spending a lot more
time in church, I felt different with in
myself, I know now my faith had started to
deepen. In 1997 I helped to start St Francis
Youth Club under the guidance of Fr Keith
Johnson, which has now been running for
more than 11 years. Over the years it has
involved my whole family, even Emmie,
my mother, who runs a great tuck shop.
It became obvious that Church had
become a big part of my life which led to
fellow parishioners and several clergy
asking me if I had I ever thought about
ordained ministry. I just laughed their
suggestions off as some sort of joke, even
though deep down I knew I had a yearning
for more but struggled to come to terms
with my feelings believing the Priestly roll
being way out of my reach as I am
definitely not degree educated.
The ten month interregnum was a testing
time for our church in 2004, but a
confidence building time for myself through
the extra responsibilities Pauline and I had
taken on board as churchwardens before
Fr Ron Farrell was appointed Parish Priest.
However it still took me a further 18
months to tell my wife exactly how I felt
about the Priesthood, not realising that my
daughter, Jessica had overheard everything
and promptly informed Fr Ron of our
2
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“private” conversation. I also confessed to
Fr Ron how jealous I was to hand back the
extra responsibilities beyond my church
warden’s role. I felt a part of me was
missing so was happy to minister sick
communion whenever Fr Ron was on
holiday.
June 2006 Fr Ron advised me to attend the
ACS festival at All Saints church Birmingham
as he claimed it would probably be beneficial
to me. After mass Fr Darren Smith of S
Luke’s Kingstanding at that time, asked me
about my calling to the Priesthood. I didn’t
really know what to say but before I had a
chance to answer, I was being introduced
to the then ACS General Secretary Fr
Stephen Leach. On the way home I told Fr
Ron what had happened, he just smiled
and advised me to make sure Jessica or
Jacob aren’t listening next time.
“ I wondered of my future within the
Church of England in such turbulent times.
However, I was soon put back on track
after talking to Fr Ron and Fr Darren and
through many hours of prayer. ”
Six weeks later I was nervous and
apprehensive knowing I would have to
confess my feelings on my first vocation
week-end but I really felt a great weight
had been lifted off my shoulders expressing
my inner most thoughts to others in the
same situation as me but on different paths
and in other directions. The week-end was
uplifting and inspiring confirming my
yearning for a more active priestly way of
life. I was soon with the local Vocational

3

Officer Fr Ian Cook who put me in touch
with the DDO Mark Geldard, who
encouraged me to do The Churches of
the New Testament course from St John’s
College, Nottingham. To my surprise I
found the work quite enjoyable however I
admit to losing my drive to learn after the
General Synod meeting in July last year.
After just coming to terms with my calling I
wondered of my future within the Church
of England in such turbulent times.
However, I was soon put back on track
after talking to Fr Ron and Fr Darren and
through many hours of prayer.
After advice from Revd Michael Jefferson
the Area Local Advisor of The Local
Ministry Office, we found the best route to
the Priesthood for me was to become an
OLM (Ordained Local Minister.) A
mandate was sought and granted by the
Lichfield Diocese to give permission for a
ministry team to serve therefore allowing
the PCC to accept and encourage training
not only for myself but for any Lay Local
Minister in the future of S Francis. I know I
have a long journey ahead of me but with
God’s help and your prayers I know I will
not be travelling alone.
We’ve been extremely lucky that the ACS
has helped to financially support curates of
St Francis over the years, including our
resident curate Fr Andrew Hughes. The
ACS has never been more important as it
is now. Any man who feels they may have
a calling to the Priesthood I urge you to
speak to your Parish Priest and remain
faithful to God through prayer.
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Will you let
me be your servant?
by Mark Wharton
I have always wanted to be a priest, and
I must admit that until I was about 14, I
had a very romantic idea of priesthood.
One which was totally unrealistic!
It started with a fascination with the whole
drama of the liturgy, the vestments and the
ritual and thankfully it has grown into an allconsuming desire to serve the people of
God as a Priest. It is an immense privilege
to be invited by God to explore vocation
at any stage in our lives.
“Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I might have the grace
to let you be my servant, too”

I have lived with my grandparents all my
life and I grew up in St. Anthony’s Byker, in
the diocese of Newcastle. St. Anthony’s is
a small community in an urban priority area
(UPA) where day by day people gather to
witness to the faith. I cannot express my
thanks enough to the people there for
their prayers, support and unfailing humour
over the last few years. In July 2008, after
finishing my A-Levels, I left St. Anthony’s to
spend 12 months working in a totally
different setting. A new community
promised to be exiting and very scary and
it has been both!
“We are pilgrims on a journey,
we are trav’lers on the road.
We are here to help each other
walk the mile and bear the load”
I am currently halfway through spending a
year, on a pastoral placement at Emmanuel
Wylde Green in the diocese of Birmingham,
generously supported by ACS. Emmanuel is
large suburban parish which has seen, and
continues to see impressive signs of growth
in all areas. The incredible choral tradition,
the energy of the congregation, and the
total contrast to where I grew up has made
the whole experience. The parish priest isn’t
bad either!
4
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So what exactly does
a pastoral assistant do?
When I arrived in July, Fr. Ronald asked me
to write my own job description (good
you might think - I certainly did!) so it
included no reference to the P.C.C, or to
my biggest fear, children. I duly produced
the description and Fr. Ronald added the
line “to carry out any duties the Parish
Priest sees fit to allocate”. We all know
what that means…

even though it absolutely terrifies me. Fr.
Ronald says this is a good thing!
I never thought that I would look forward
to working with the children, but their
spontaneity is quite incredible. Just some
weeks ago we were discussing Charles I
and his marriage to the Catholic Henrietta
Maria, and one boy piped up, “Wouldn’t
he have kept his head, if he’d married
someone else?” Out of the mouths of
babes…

Mainly I assist with daily liturgical and
pastoral life of the parish; this involves
work with the elderly, the sick, the
housebound, those in hospital, the
bereaved and the young communicants
group.

Visiting parishioners and just catching catch
up over a cup of tea (and usually some
cake) is a large part of what I do on a daily
basis. Sometimes we just share the day to
day things that people get up to, but I have
also had the immense privilege of sharing
in some deeply moving moments. One
lady lost her daughter in tragic
circumstances just 12 months ago, and I
have been able to visit her on a regular

The young communicants meet every
Friday and have a programme of games,
teaching and worship (as well as food) and
I am beginning to get to grips with this,
5
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basis and just be with her; there is nothing
else I can do. Perhaps I am learning that
Priesthood isn’t about doing anything, but
about being, or as we approach Lent,
perhaps it is about being like Simon of
Cyrene; helping people to carry their
cross, while acknowledging that we cannot
take it away from them completely.
The constant feeling I have is one of
privilege; it is a supreme honour to share
with so many people the love of Christ
and to have received so much in return.
“I will hold the Christ-light for
you in the night time of your fear.
I will hold my hand out to you,
speak the peace you long to hear.”
Very soon after I arrived, I was given a very
sound piece of advice, “you are what you
pray and the daily worship is a constant
source of strength and occasionally
humour! The daily office and Mass allows
us to bring the whole parish to the altar, so
that even if the people don’t know we are
praying, the prayer continues. There is
something very holy about this hidden
ministry, and people who don’t come to
Mass have commented to me that when
they hear the bells, they are very pleased
that someone is there praying for them.
Emmanuel has seen increase in homeless
people who come the church for various
reasons, and their presence at church
brings both joys and worries. This has
given me a wonderful opportunity to
work alongside some of them and we are

slowly but surely helping each of them
find shelter and work. In the mean time
all we can do is to continue to welcome
support them. This is yet another side to
priesthood I have seen, that we are called
to gather in the outcast and desolate and
make a place for them within the body of
Christ. Yes, sometimes they are
inconvenient and unpleasant, but aren’t
we all? Just as Christ sees beyond our
failings, so we as the church must learn to
see the people behind the problems and
to try to help them see that they are
valued and cherished by the Father.
Above all, I think that I have learnt that this
is the essence of the Gospel; that Christ
values each of us enough to embrace the
cross and suffering and we must, with our
own vocation communicate this wonderful
reality to all we meet.
“I will weep when you are weeping,
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you.
I will share your joy and sorrow
till we’ve seen this journey through.”

6
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I was recently invited to be a God-Parent
to a little boy, fostered by a member of the
congregation; Christopher has many
difficulties ahead of him and I was deeply
moved to be asked to accompany him on
his journey as his Godfather. It’s for people
like Christopher that we must continue to
witness so that we can guarantee that
there is a church that will love and cherish
them.
I am due to leave Wylde Green in mid
September to go university in London.
Heythrop College is a small college of the
University of London that specialises in
Theology and Philosophy; after being there
for three years, who knows? I am
incredibly exited about this journey, and I
look forward to its continuation, safe in the
knowledge that God will take us to
wherever we need to be, in order to
preach the Gospel to the entire world.
“When we sing to God in heaven,
we shall find such harmony,
born of all we’ve known
together of Christ’s love and agony.”

“Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that I might have the grace
to let you be my servant, too”
It only remains for me to thank the ACS
for their financial contribution, Fr. Ronald
and the people of Emmanuel.

Father Crane writes
The Parish has taken
to Mark as an
individual as well as
to the whole idea of
hosting a Pastoral
Assistant, and we
would like to offer
another young man
the opportunity to have a similar
experience. Mark has special gifts with the
elderly, but it could be that young people,
children, toddlers or just ordinary middle
aged folk are your thing.

Please continue to pray for more priests;
ask Our Lady to guide and protect all our
priests, and all those who are exploring
their vocation and in time we will transform
the world and the church in England.

There are ways such a position may be
financed, so money is not a bar to
applying. If you would care to take up the
post from the autumn of 2009 do contact
either Fr Darren Smith at ACS, or myself.

The article is interspaced with the verses of
a hymn; I first heard this hymn when I was
15 and it was after my first meeting with
my Parish Priest to discuss my vocation. I
knew I had to take notice of it then…

Fr Ronald Crane SSC
Emmanuel, Wylde Green, Sutton Coldfield
Tel: 0121 373 8348
email: fathercrane@btinternet.com

7
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Introducing our New
Chairman, Bishop Tony
who writes for us
THANK YOU FATHER JEREMY
Father Jeremy Winston deserves our
thanks for his hard work as Chairman of
ACS over the past six years.
He has steered the Society through some
significant changes; not least the
appointment of Father Darren as our new
General Secretary, the updating of our
image, and the new website and logo. We
know that we will continue to benefit from

his support in the future. He keeps the flag
flying in Wales! Thank you Father Jeremy.
I am very honoured to have been
appointed Chairman of the Society at its
recent AGM. I never thought that I would
rise to such heights when I was first
involved with ACS as a curate at S. Paul’s
Church in Tottenham. When I later moved
to The Parish of the Resurrection in
Leicester, ACS helped us with generous
support in 1989 for a project developed by
Father Martin Warner at S. Matthew’s
House, where ordinands and theological
students came to live as part of their
priestly formation. I still come across
priests who remember their time on that
inner city estate with much affection recalling not only the people who lived
there but also the worship and prayer life
and the fun of learning theology at the
grass roots.
As I write this the General Synod has just
committed the proposals for Women
Bishops to the revision stage. This is a very
difficult time for many clergy and laity as we
face an unknown future within the Church
of England. Let us pray and trust that God
will provide an honoured place for all. As a

8
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lly give more
Even if you can’t persona
sly consider
perhaps you could seriou
supporting us by:

priests in the poor and populous parishes
of England and Wales.

promoting our literature
using our printing service
activities
organising fund raising events and
commitment
taking out a monthly direct debit
scheme for as
to our Give a Little, Change a Lot
little as £5 per month
in your will
(e) consider including the Society
iety.
(f) maintaining prayer for the Soc

Thinking about costs, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank those of you who
give regularly and faithfully to ACS. We
could not support parishes and clergy if we
did not receive such sacrificial giving. We
are facing a difficult year with the financial
crisis affecting us all and we need your
support this year more than ever.

Society we continue to reaffirm our
commitment to serving the Church, to
be true to our strap line “Passionate
about Priesthood” and to working hard to
both promote vocations to the sacred
priesthood and to pray and to pay for

For over 170 years the Additional Curates
Society has served the church faithfully
fulfilling its founding father Joshua Watson’s
vision for providing extra clergy for the
poor and populous parishes. Our work is
as important today as it ever was.
+ Tony

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Luzar Vestments
37 Fallowfields, Bicester
Oxfordshire OX26 6QT

Tel: 01869 327535 or 07973 853158
Fax: 01869 322680
Email : Richard@LuzarVestments.co.uk

www.luzarvestments.co.uk

Suppliers of Vestments &
Ecclesiastical Items:
x New embroidered & braided
x
x
x
GL005
5 piece Low Mass Set,
fully lined. Available in all
colours. Price £315.

x

Vestments in many styles &
designs, starting at £150.00.
Large selection of Secondhand & antique Vestments in
many different styles.
Albs, Cottas, Copes, Stoles,
Dalmatics, Birettas.
Ecclesiastical Plate & Church
Brass, both New, Secondhand & Antique.
And much more…..

Please contact us for full details

9

RL264
5 piece Low Mass Set, in all
colours. Orphreys Machine
embroidered. Price £595.
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What do they do?
The Additional Curates Society
The Additional Curates Society is
about more than curates. Since 1837
it has been working to ensure more
clergy, full stop. Particularly in
poorer parishes. ‘Passionate about
priesthood’ is its strap line. A banker
who left the city of London but not
because of a financial crisis founded
it. Ironically 170 years later the
current financial downturn has
triggered a sharp rise in requests for
help from the ACS from parishes in
England and Wales.

“There’s a genuine need out there –
an indication of the financial state of
the church and nation”, says ACS
Secretary, Father Darren Smith.

Joshua Watson, founded the ACS,
gave up his successful banking
career because he wanted to devote
himself to service to the church. He
is one of the forgotten heroes of the
19th century English church. A
leader of the Hackney Phalanx,
forerunner of the Oxford Movement
for liturgical reform (his brother was
vicar of Hackney for 40 years),
Joshua took a major part in founding
King’s College in the University of

London, to offset the ‘Godless’
University College.

It was a period of population
explosion and the industrial
revolution, with a ferment in the
church, as the church tried to catch
up. The objective of the ACS was to
provide clergy in ‘poor and populous
parishes’ in the rapidly expanding
towns in the inner cities. Before new
parishes were created, these
depended particularly on curates.
From one parish as many as 30 new
ones might be created. Curates had
to provide all the care until new
incumbents were appointed.

Then the church in the inner cities
was expanding. Now under pressures
it is retreating. Next year, to help
relieve these pressures, the ACS may
go back to paying stipends for whole
or half-time posts. At present it
makes grants to parishes to support
team vicars and priests-in-charge, as
well as curates, but not an incumbent
holding a living (there still are many
of these in this priest-in-charge age).
It helps with housing and other
expenses.
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Coming from where it did, ACS is
institutionally high church Anglican and
most of its support comes from AngloCatholic churches. “But in making
grants we are concerned with need,
rather than any theological stance”, says
Father Smith. “We help many
evangelical churches and evangelical
churches support us.’
Making grants is not the only thing the
ACS does. Each Petertide – the Sunday
nearest St Peter’s Day (June 29) – it
produces Petertide Packs for parishes,
giving sermon outlines, prayer cards,
Sunday school material, magazine
articles and service outlines.

The ACS has a range of rosary
meditation cards and lines in the ACS
shop which include new black and
mother-of-pearl rosaries and a new
crucifix.

And the ACS keeps in personal touch.
Since is appointment as its Secretary in
March, Fr Smith has travelled over
10,000 miles visiting parishes. “I see
myself as something of an itinerant
preacher”, he says.
by Laurence Dobson
Church of England Newspaper

ference
Vocations Conexplo
ring a
A conference for men
vocation to the Priesthood

Friday 25th to 27th September 2009
at The College of The Resurrection, Mirfield
Please contact Fr. John Brownsell on
telephone number 020 7727 5919
or email jkb@allsaintsnottinghill.org.uk
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A Curate’s Tale
by Fr Tony Oulton SSC,
Assistant Curate, S. James the Great, Haydock
While the parish of S. James’ Haydock
stands on the edge of the Diocese of
Liverpool, it stands firmly within the
Catholic tradition of the Church of
England, faithful to, and building on, the
legacy of earlier generations of priests
and people.
Haydock is now famous for it’s racecourse
and many of you may have passed very
close to it if travelling on the M6
motorway. It is a former mining village,
once famed for being the longest linear
village in England, and a ‘traditional’ sort of
community, where – for the moment, at
least, thank God – the Church is still a
central element of community life.
It’s hard to believe that I am drawing to the
end of the third year of my curacy here and
the overwhelming emotion I feel is of
immense gratitude – to Almighty God for
His providence and kindness in bringing me
here, and to the people of S. James’ who
have taught me infinitely more than I have
taught them. Here the Catholic faith is
practiced in an unselfconscious way and the
natural piety (in the right sense of that word)
of the people of God in this place has
affected me deeply and shaped my own
spiritual growth since ordination. Quite
simply, the people of S. James’ are warm,
welcoming, devout and very good fun!
At the heart of our life and worship – as in

any parish
worth it’s salt
– is the
offering of the
Holy Eucharist
and the
celebration of
the daily office.
Alongside
those two pillars of the Catholic faith, and
springing from them, the parish has a
strong devotion to the Mother of our
Saviour, and we have a thriving
Walsingham Cell, with 47 members, and a
weekly Rosary group. There are many in
the parish who have a voracious appetite
for pilgrimage and as well as our annual
pilgrimage to Walsingham, the clergy here
have organised trips in recent years to
Lourdes, Rome, the Holy Land, Assisi,
Santiago (the burial place of our Patron)
and closer to home Holywell, Pantasaph
and Ladyewell. After Easter I will be leading
a party of 44 to the Shrine of Our Lady of
Knock in Ireland.
The healing ministry of the Church is
central to our parochial life and we have
the largest branch of the Guild of S.
Raphael in the world! The monthly Mass
of healing is one of those occasions when
the ‘natural’ practice of the faith is made
obvious – the laying-on of hands is
administered jointly by the clergy and the
12
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laity, and there is a right balance between
reverence, respect and expectation of
God’s healing power coupled with the
acceptance that for most of us God’s
healing power is experienced not in
miracles or great show but in peace and
strength to take up once more one’s cross
of suffering knowing that thereby one is
participating in a unique and special way in
the life of Christ. That is not to say that
miracles are unheard of in Haydock – far
from it, our church is home to one person
whose miraculous healing is responsible for
the fact that Padre Pio is now Saint Pio.
Parish life also includes a branch of the
Mothers’ Union, a Women’s Guild,
Uniformed Organisations and a Tiddlers
Group for parents and young children.
Our church school is a fundamental
element of our church life and the clergy
are familiar faces at school. The Eucharist
is celebrated each Friday morning with the
junior school children and I lead an infant
school assembly each Thursday.
“This a parish that has produced down the
years a steady stream of ‘home-grown’
ordinands...”
Alongside that there are the usual round of
weddings, baptisms and funerals. After
Easter we will begin the arduous yet
rewarding task of preparation of all those in
years 4, 5 and 6 at school for
Confirmation, as well as beginning classes
for adults and children who come to our
church but do not attend our school. S.
James Haydock is a busy place, and puts
the lie to any suggestion that the Church is
dying on it’s feet! Perhaps we go to show
13

that while the whole ‘Fresh Expressions’
movement and talk of ‘new ways of being
Church’ may have some value, there is still
no substitute for doing the old ways well.
The parish has been a long-time supporter
of the work of ACS and is proud to go on
supporting the Society in it’s work of
fostering vocations to the Sacred Ministry.
Our annual collection for the work of ACS
is taken from Advent Sunday to
Candlemass, and the Third Sunday of
Advent is always observed as our ‘ACS
Sunday’. In recent years we have boosted
our donations to the Society by hosting
‘Chez Curé’ evenings, when the clergy
have donned their aprons and produced
five-course dinners for 45 people or more!
This a parish that has produced down the
years a steady stream of ‘home-grown’
ordinands and it has contributed to the
training of the newly-ordained (though
there was a gap of 40 years between the
arrival of my predecessor in 2001 and the
curate before that!) This would not have
been possible without the generosity of
the ACS, and we are grateful for all the
support we receive each year from the
Society.
I hope and pray not only that others will
have the opportunity and privilege I have
had of serving God as a priest in this parish
but that this parish will in the future help to
foster and nurture the vocation of many
men whom God will call to be His priests.
With all our hearts, we here at S. James’
Haydock – priests and people together –
join our voices with ACS and pray,
‘Almighty God, give us priests!’
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New Products
available to order online at www.additionalcurates.co.uk
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1) Large Portable Home Communion Set
A top quality leather case with red water silk lining, with
double closing metal clip for added safety. A large black cord
giving the opportunity to hand this around the wearer’s
neck. It contains a generously sized gold plated Pix 80mm
diameter, 30mm deep and can carry up to 30 people’s hosts
and 10 preists’s hosts. Generously weighted, engraved with
IHS. A small travelling wooden crucifix with a metal figure of
Christ and a white linen pall. £48

4) The All New Rosary - The Passion of our Lord
26" long with beautiful red iridescent glass beads,
reminiscent of the precious drops of blood that fell from our
Lord on the Cross. The central medallion is made of pewter
bearing the stylised Christian images IHS with a 2" pewter
crucifix. This Rosary is medium weighted and of a higher
quality and standard than most traditional rosaries,
ensuring many years of service. Beautifully gift boxed in a
red velvet case. Makes a wonder gift. £9.99

2) Small Travelling Sick Communion Set
Black leather case, zipped closing with a medium weighted
Pix suitable for 10 people’s hosts 50mm diameter 10mm
depth with a pewter cover designed with chalices, wheat,
grape and bread. A small wooden crucifix with metal figure,
a white corporal and a small Holy Water sprinkle. £40

5) To complement our existing range of Crucifixes
An 11” standard wooden crucifix. The venetian replica
contains a hand painted representation of our Lord with a
gold loin cloth. There is also a detachable base/hanging
bracket, which allows greater flexibility, and can therefore
be either wall mounted or placed on a shelf/table. £10.99

3) Eucharistic Minister Pectoral Cross
In a gold plate with a circular Eucharistic Minister emblem,
complete with black hanging cord. Certificate reading “In
appreciation of the service to the Lord presented to .......date
and by” Gift Boxed. £4.99

6) Still available
Standard 10" and 14" crucifixes, wall mounted at £9.99 and
£14.99.
ALL PRICES INCLUDE P&P

Order Form

3) Altar Server Pectoral Cross
In a gold plate with circular Altar Service emblem, complete
with black hanging cord. Certificate reading “In
appreciation of the service to the Lord presented to .......date
and by” Gift Boxed. £4.99

1) Large Portable Home Communion Set
£48 each
2) Small Travelling Sick Communion Set
£40 each
3) Eucharistic Minister Cross
£4.99 each
4) Altar Server Pectoral Cross
£4.99 each
5) The All New Rosary
£9.99 each
6) 11" Crucifix
10" Crucifix
14" Crucifix
Name....................................................................................................
Address ................................................................................................

1

✂

............................................................................................................
..................................................Post Code............................................
Email....................................................................................................
Tel No ..................................................................................................
Please make cheques payable to: “Additional Curates Society” and return to:
Additional Curates Society, Gordon Browning House
8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Please state whether these are a gift and require a gift tag sent directly to the
recipient on a separate sheet, marking your own personal greeting that will
accompany the gift and the certificate which states that these items have been
blessed by the General Secretary in the Chapel at Gordon Browning House.
Or order online: www.additionalcurates.co.uk
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Bonjour...
Greetings from France! Father Prescott
and Father Bond send their warmest
greetings to all the supporters of the
Additional Curates Society and assure us of
their prayers. Sadly Father Prescott has
been rather unwell of late and has just
come out of hospital and is awaiting a gall
bladder operation. In spite of this he is in
good spirits and has said:
“How delighted I am to see a new lease of
life injected into the ACS, something that is
particularly gratifying to the both of us who

dedicated so much of our time to the
work of praying for and paying for priests.
How good it is to see one of our own
boys now in the role of General Secretary.
Who would have thought this tousled
haired lad who at the tender age of
16 attended one of our vocation
conferences at Chichester, would now
be walking in the footsteps of Joshua
Watson! Keep up all the good work
friends, and Father Darren never grow
tired of this passion for priesthood.”

INTRODUCING – SACRISTY SUPPLIES
from ACS
Available for collection from the Office or by Post
ALSO AVAILABLE

Large 9" Concelebration Host,
sealed edge, 69 sections
SPECIAL PRICE £17.00 for 20
53⁄4" Concelebration Host,
sealed edge
SPECIAL PRICE £10.00 for 25
Priest Host, sealed edge, white
SPECIAL PRICE £6.00 for 50
Peoples Host, sealed edge, white
SPECIAL PRICE £4.00 for a 250 jar
BULK DISCOUNTED PRICE
£14.95 for a 1200 jar
Gluton Free Host
SPECIAL PRICE £6.00 for 50

● Altar Wine ●
12 bottles (red or gold) £89.00
● Candles ●
● Oil etc ●
CALL FOR A PRICE
Other discounts available for
regular and bulk orders
All prices include VAT
Postage charged at cost
Order online:
www.additionalcurates.co.uk
or Phone: 0121 382 5533

16
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GIFT AID DECLARATION
I desire that the Additional Curates Society treats all donations that I have made since the
6th April 2000 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration as a Gift Aid
Donation until I notify the Society otherwise.
I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and that my tax bill will always be more than or equal to
the amount of tax that the Additional Curates Society will be able to reclaim in the relevant
tax years.
Name ................................................................................................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................
....................................................................................Post Code ......................................
Signed ................................................................................Dated ......................................
Parish ..............................................................................Diocese ......................................

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode ......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS

17
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New Patterns of Ministry
Fr David van Krieken Vannerley
Curate of St Laurance-in-Thanet
Patterns of ministry in the Church of
England have changed in important ways
in recent times and my situation is a
good illustration of that.
Thanet deanery is one of the poorest parts
of the south-east with areas of serious
deprivation. St. Laurence-in-Thanet Team
Ministry covers southern Ramsgate and
accounts for about a sixth of the deanery
by population. The parish is a wonderful
place to be a curate because of its diversity;
we have an old town centre – the church
is 950 years old – a fifties estate, suburban
sprawl, two little villages and an
international airport. There are four church
buildings and a range of ministries that
keeps our team of four priests, three
readers, three authorised lay ministers and
an administrator very busy indeed.
My own position is becoming more
common, I am a Self-Supporting Minister
and have several strands to my working
life. First claim on my time is to be main
carer for our two younger children who
are still at secondary school. While they
are at school I give the parish as much time
as I can and this can seem a challenge to
people who are used to more traditional
patterns of ministry: in fact the mid-week
day times is when so much of the church’s
hidden ministry to the community goes on.

I have worked with our parish Aided Junior
School and with other of the schools in the
parish (eight altogether) and I have a heavy
commitment to our work with older
people. We are a big retirement area and
have lunch club and senior fellowship work
running. We also have significant
commitments to funeral and bereavement
ministry, I recently officiated at my fiftieth
funeral.
I was once a schoolmaster and continue to
have an interest in education as a parent,
of course, but also as a governor of two
Anglican Aided schools and as one of the
Diocesan Team of Schools Inspectors. I
have kept my own education going as well
and recently graduated MPhil after
researching the development of Ordained
Local Ministry in this diocese. I am now in
the process of completing my PostOrdination training which, in Canterbury,
leads to a master’s degree. As my priestly
identity has evolved, rooted in parish
ministry, it has also spread out a little into
being a regular member of the visitor
chaplaincy team at our Cathedral and also
assisting the Chaplain of the St. Mildred
Chapter, GSS.
The parish is very grateful to ACS for its
grant in aid of my work because, although I
do not have a stipend and the diocese pay

18
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travel costs for ‘deployed SSMs’, there are
other costs involved in having even an
auxiliary curate such as myself. The grant
that we receive meets my expenses of
office and makes a contribution to the
support costs for our shared ministry. This
is an interesting example of a grant making
possible an additional ministry in a big
parish in exactly the way the founders of
ACS intended – although I think that they
may be a little surprised at the way their
vision has worked out in my case!

19
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A Message from the
General Secretary
by Fr Darren Smith
I am sure, like me you become almost sick
and tired of hearing the news most of
which is full of doom and gloom, credit
crisis, unemployment, redundancies,
recession and depression. I honestly do
believe if the media spent a little bit more
time looking for positive rather just simply
reporting negative, then if nothing else we
would all feel a whole lot better and
perhaps we would then see some signs of
recovery. Like all organisations and all
individuals the Additional Curates Society
has not been exempt from the bad news,
but I am pleased to be able to report that
in spite of all the negativity that surrounds

us we are just as determined as ever to
pay for and pray for priests in our Church.
I often say if only people could come with
me on one of my weekly trips to the
parishes of England and Wales they would
see as I see, some of the amazing work
that takes place by our wonderful clergy
and people in a gospel partnership.
Moving on now I would like to take the
opportunity of saying “thank you”. Thank
you for your generosity, for people who
give regularly in our Give a Little Change a
Lot scheme, a small monthly commitment
of a few pounds that makes a considerable

20
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difference to so many people. Full details of
this are available on our website or why
not give us a ring or drop us a line and I
can give you details of how you can
become a member of the Society.
Thank you to the individuals that arrange
some imaginative and challenging fundraising activities, from coffee mornings to
hair cutting, from selling eggs to baking
cakes. The parishes that select us as one of
their nominated charities for the year or
give from the proceeds of a special
collection, harvest festivals, Christmas
Carol Services; those who take one of our
Lenten Boxes. Sometimes it is easy for me
to thank people personally for their gifts
and other times it is not so easy, such as
the very generous anonymous donor who
every few weeks sends an envelope
containing cash simply marked “priests

On Yer Bike!
Ride the Lights!
Tuesday 1st September
Download a sponsorship
form or donate online at
www.additionalcurates.co.uk
.

All money
will help provide
‘Priests for Parishes’

21

fund”. Your money is greatly appreciated
and does wonderful things for the service
of Christ in the Church. We commit
ourselves to being good stewards of your
money and to making sure it is used wisely
and carefully.
If you can think of any way in which we
can raise more in these challenging times
then please let us know, because sadly the
need gets greater even if the resources
become rarer. I am confident that not only
will we see a recovery in due course in the
world economy, so too the ACS will
continue to grow, because this is God’s
work and not ours that we do, so let us
never grow tired of asking the Lord to
send us priests.

May the Lord bless you as we work
together in his service.
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Why We Chose the Logo
First of all we wanted to thank
everybody who has either contributed
to a suggestion for our new logo, and
also to those who expressed an opinion
on the designs submitted in the last
edition of the Good News Magazine.
The overriding concern for the council was
to try and ensure our logo looked both
contemporary and also correct.
Contemporary in order to
illustrate the fact that as an
organisation that has existed
for over 170 years the ideals
of the society are just as
fresh and relevant today as
they ever were and correct in
terms of ensuring that the
illustration properly represented the
task that has been set for us, providing
priests for parishes.
Brian Beddowes’ design has clean, fresh
lines with a priest emerging from hands,
which are meant to represent the hands of
the supporters that generously provides
funds that enable priests to be placed in
the poor and populous parishes but also
the hands of protection, support and

encouragement that the society genuinely
offers to those testing and exploring their
vocation to the sacred priesthood of the
church. The priest is clearly recognised
wearing Eucharistic garments, with hands
extended prayerfully offering the supreme
sacrifice of Christ the Holy Eucharist. The
initial ACS or writing in full Additional
Curates Society obviously our name but
the strap line Passionate about
Priesthood clearly identifies our
aim, which isn’t always that clear
to the wider world that might
not necessarily be conversant
with the term Curates. The
choice of colour blue was once
again deemed to be strong,
vibrant and dynamic, drawing the
eyes up to heaven where we receive all
our inspiration from God our loving Father.
This new design is being rolled out now
onto all our literature, all the books we
publish and of course has been the central
theme of our new website which really is
well worth a visit, showcasing all of the
wonderful work that the ACS does, our
literature and books, together with the
history of the Society and vocational
information.

22
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The ACS Design
by Brian Beddowes, Brighteyes Design
Brighteyes is a small design agency
specialising in web design. We offer a
personal friendly service and find this
our greatest asset. We offer very
competitive prices for all types of web
design and print jobs.
It was a great experience to redesign the
ACS brand. It all started with a phone
call from Fr Darren and the first thing to
look at was the logo (see opposite).
The new look needed to be clean and
modern. Once the logo was decided
upon we got to work on the website.
With the website I really wanted to do
ACS justice. The site needed to be clear,
easy to navigate around and show
everything ACS are about. It needed to
show and sell ACS’s products, tell
everyone about the latest news and
allow people to donate online.
We would love to work more with
parishes and do them justice too. Our
website packages start from only £550
so if you are interested in seeing what
we can do, please visit our website at
www.brighteyesdesign.co.uk or give us
a call on 0121 605 8331. We would be
more than happy to answer any queries
or offer advice.

23

GN make up 1:Layout 1

6/7/09

11:18

Page 24

Second Time Around
by Al Thompson

Hello, my name is Al Thompson. I
attend the church of All Saints Wardley,
Swinton, Manchester. Our parish is a
team ministry consisting of three
churches. Saint Peter’s, Saint Augustine’s
and All Saints, each church has its own
school. As I am sure you can imagine the
parish is quite large. I am District
Warden at All Saints.
I am hoping to be ordained and serve in
my own parish as Priest, O.L.M. (Ordained
Local Ministry). In some areas this is known
as L.O.M. (Local Ordained Ministry).
I first thought about vocation over twenty
five years ago! For one reason and another
the time did not appear right then I did not
pursue it further.
Last year my parish priest Fr Jeremy
Sheehy, asked me had I ever considered
O.L.M. I must say at this stage Fr Jeremy
knew nothing at all about me thinking
about a vocation in the past, In fact no one
in any of the three churches knew as I had
moved home and now live in a different
area to my younger days.
I did not say anything at the time, but that
night I could not sleep for thinking about
what Fr Jeremy had said. I tried to forget it,
put it too the back of my mind; it wouldn’t
go away. The next week I asked Fr Jeremy

if we could have a chat, he came to my
home and I poured out everything about
my past thoughts, only this time I said to
him I want to do something about it I want
to see this through to the end no matter
what.
O.L.M. Is an unpaid ordained ministry with
a special focus. Whereas the majority of
those who are ordained as Deacons and
Priests offer themselves to be deployed
wherever the Bishop of the diocese wishes
(after due consultation), O.L.Ms serve in
the setting of their own parish. Their
ordination is exactly the same as those
ordained to stipendiary ministry or non
stipendiary ministry. O.L.M. Is a ministry
which affirms the local church and
recognises also the catholic nature of all
ordained ministry. O.L.M. Is definitely not a
second- class sort of ministry, nor is it
intended to replace full-time stipendiary
ministry.
Training takes place over three years. In
Manchester diocese on the south side of
Manchester Moss Side and the North side
of Manchester Bury.
The training is one evening a week for
thirty weeks each year, six residential
weekends away each year and one week
residential each year. Students need to
spend an average of about twelve hours
24
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each week on their studies.
Training cost are met from the
central church funds. Parishes are
expected to meet all travelling and
other necessary expenses.
Last year I went to a vocations day
held by the Bishop of Beverley in
Leeds. The Bishop then very
kindly came to see me. I attended
a vocation weekend at Saint
Stephen’s House in Oxford.
Where I met Fr Darren Smith
from A.C.S. I attended a follow up
meeting at Christ the King Gordon
Square London. I was asked to
give a talk on O.L.M. It was here
that Fr Darren asked me if I would
do this Article.
The photographs are of the three
Churches mid week services that
are held in the parish. The people
from the three churches have all
been very supportive and are
remembering me in their prayers
(as I hope you will) I feel very
thankful and humble for this. If all
goes well I hope to start my
training next September (God
willing). I would also like to thank
Fr Darren and all at A.C.S. for their
help and support.
Thank you God Bless.
top: All Saints, Wardley.
middle: St Peter’s, Swinton
bottom: St Augustine’s, Pendlebury
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FROM THE PARISHES
SINCERE
THANKS to Her
Majesty the Queen
for her generous
donation and
continued support
of the Society.

A BIG THANK YOU to Olive Davey,
ACS secretary at The Ascension,
Crownhill, for her continued support and
good wishes for 2009.
WARM GREETINGS from Fr Timothy
Whitwell SSC, “Simply to say, what a brilliant
website! Excellent.”
THANK YOU to Canon John Sykes for his
kind gift which he received from lunchtime
talks and lectures in the Manchester area.

THANK YOU ACS from Bishop Roger
Jupp for the generous support you are
offering the parish of Christ Church, St
Leonards to support the ministry of Fr Tim
Tregunno.

”GOOD NEWS is now a better magazine
since it has more about the people and
parishes that it helps rather than
information about the parishes that support
the Society.” Well done ACS from Francis
Otway.

CONGRATULATIONS to Fr Brian
Godsell on his Ruby Jubilee and the
generous gift of the collection from his
celebration service.

WELL DONE Mrs Jasma Zyglado the ACS
representative at S Augustine’s, Kilburn,
London for successfully distributing more
boxes to her congregation this year. Keep up
the good work.
WELCOME to
Yvonne Martin the
new Parish
representative at S
Aidan’s Church,
New Parks,
Leicester. The
Society thank you
for doing this most
valuable job.

WELL DONE S James the Great, Darlington
for £250 – a share of their retiring collections
during Lent. Thank You.
CONGRATULATIONS to- Miss J White on
her 80th birthday and thank you for the
share of your birthday gifts which you had as
money to give to your favourite charities.
THE ACS are sad to hear of the death of
Rev K A Ball and thank Mrs Ball for her
continued support and generous donation.
THANK YOU to Mark Wilson ACS box
secretary of S Anselm, Hatch End for handing
ACS material over to S George’s,
Headstone.
26
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Mr Quinton Greatrex supports the
Society in a regular way by giving part of
his income from being Myster Magic.

WELL DONE S Aidan’s, New Parks,
Leicester on your 50th Anniversary which
started on Mothering Sunday with a visit
from the Archbishop of Canterbury. Thank
you for the most generous gift of £442.56
from the collection that day. Good luck with
all the activities for your celebration year.

Myster Magic works in the West
Midlands area and you can contact him
by email:
myster.magic@virgin.net

LEGACIES
Have you considered supporting the work of the Church through the ACS after your death.
The money received from legacies is the life blood of the Society, helping to put priests in
parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
If you would like to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of wording
in your Last Will and Testament.
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work
care of the General Secretary
Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
the sum of £_______________________________
(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a certain
fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS)
(free from all death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of the
Additional Curates Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the
time being of the Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient discharge to my executors
of the same.”
27
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Mission Work
by Fr Keith Harrison
Since Fr Derek Lloyd joined us, he has
made a great contribution to the parish.
The Wellfield Mission Area is growing and
he has settled down with the people there
very well. His work in school is also much
appreciated.
He looks after our weekly Bible Study
(which he started) and the Mass which
precedes it. He holds a regular Rosary
Group and is involved in confirmation
preparation. He has been very good to
work with and we share the Daily Office.

His ministry is much appreciated by
everyone here, and we hope that it may
continue for some years yet.
Without the help of ACS we would not
have such a good priest with us, and the
parish would be the poorer for it. he has
made a significant difference to the parish
of West Burnley and we feel fortunate to
have him here. he has settled in
wonderfully well and I believe is happy
with us.
Picture: Fr Derek with servers and Lay Reader
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GOOD MORNING
I am God.
Today I will be handling all of your problems.
Please remember that I do not need your help.
If life happens to deliver a situation to you
that you cannot handle
DO NOT ATTEMPT to resolve it.
Kindly put it in the SFJTD
(something for Jesus to do) box
It will be addressed in MY time, not yours.
Once the mater is placed into the box,
DO NOT hold on to it or attempt to remove it.
Holding on or removal will delay the
Resolution of your problem.
It is a situation that you think you are capable of handling
Please consult me in prayer
to be sure that it is the proper resolution.
Because I do not sleep nor do I slumber,
there is no need for you to lose any sleep
Rest my child.
If you need to contact me,
I am only a prayer away.

On a recent visit to Castlethorpe the AM Youth
used this Prayer, I thought our readers would like it.

