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The opinions and views expressed in this magazine are those
of the individuals and not necessarily of the Additional
Curates Society.

THANK YOU
To all of you who have
returned the “Updating our
Records” form.

Help us to keep our records
up-to-date.
Let us know your Email,
telephone number or change
of address by either calling us
on 0121 382 5533
or email
info@additionalcurates.co.uk
or by writing to us at:
Gordon Browning House
8 Spitfire Road
Birmingham B24 9PB

Front Cover: Fr. Wayne Coughlin, Assistant Curate
in the Parish of S Theodore, Port Talbot

WELCOME … …

Welcome to our new edition of the Good
News magazine and carrying on from the
last edition I once again want to focus on
some of the people and the places that
we support through our prayer, ministry
and through our generous financial
support. On reading through these I
hope that you will soon realise that quite
literally every penny matters as every
penny makes a difference and our proud
boast here at the ACS is that we are not
only passionate about priesthood we are
anxious to make sure that your money
goes directly to the parishes, priests and
people.

some of the updated news items
connected with the Society, you can
view many of our products and order
on-line using your debit or credit card.
Similarly there is a chance for you to
donate on-line, just follow the links, and
donations can be made in the same way
as payments and we can even accept Gift
Aid on-line.
Earlier on this year the ACS was
privileged to be part of the Caister
Retreat and it was there that many of us
heard the very moving story of young
D a v i d
Bateman
aged just 14
who
first
s t a r t e d
attending
church after
the death of
his
father.
David
has
k i n d l y
w r i t t e n
something
for
us
because even
at this tender
age he is
feeling the
call of God
to
the
priesthood.

I must take this opportunity of thanking
everybody for the incredibly kind
comments received after the last edition
of the Good News. There is a sense in
which what we are trying to do is
nothing new. It has been very interesting
reading some of the back copies of
Home News (Good News’ predecessor)
and even as far back as 1944 the main
emphasis of the magazine was to focus
in on the parishes, priests and people
that the Society was supporting. We of
course are very lucky now in having an
even more up to date medium of
communication, the Internet. I would
encourage you all to visit our website
which is still in the process of being
revamped ready for a launch sometime
in the autumn, and as well as reading
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Many of us can identify with David’s
story as God certainly does call the
young as well as the not so young to the
sacred priesthood.

the ACS, a valuable experience with
hands on ministry, you could almost say
“try before you buy!”. We have reports
of some of our very talented clergy:
Father William Gillis from Caldicott and
an article by Father Wayne Coughlin
from Saint Theodore’s, Port Talbot (his
photograph is on the front cover or our
magazine).

Moving on this we are pleased to have
an article written by Grant Naylor, now
at the tender age of 20 who also speaks
movingly of his first sense of vocation
when he was but 12. Grant has attended
our vocations conferences and has many
links with the Society, and is prayed for
on a regular basis as he prepares for
selection conference. We are then able
to read a report about Max Kramer
who is on the next stage of ordination
and has just completed a placement at
Wantage with Father Salter funded by

Luzar Vestments
37 Fallowfields, Bicester
Oxfordshire OX26 6QT

These are all real stories and all talk
about life changing experiences that
are only made possible by your
generosity. So sit back, put your feet
up, enjoy a good read and please
continue to pray for us, work for us
and be generous to us as together we
ask God to send us priests.
Tel: 01869 327535 or 07973 853158
Fax: 01869 322680
Email : Richard@LuzarVestments.co.uk

www.luzarvestments.co.uk

Suppliers of Vestments &
Ecclesiastical Items:
x New embroidered & braided
x
x
x
GL001
5 piece Low Mass Set,
fully lined. Available in all
colours. Price £235.

x

Vestments in many styles &
designs, starting at £150.00.
Large selection of Secondhand & antique Vestments in
many different styles.
Albs, Cottas, Copes, Stoles,
Dalmatics, Birettas.
Ecclesiastical Plate & Church
Brass, both New, Secondhand & Antique.
And much more…..

Please contact us for full details
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RL001
5 piece Low Mass Set, fully
lined. Available in all liturgical
colours. Price £425.

Master David Bateman
day of my life, September 11th of all
days.

Dear Readers,
My name is David Bateman. I come
from the Church of the Ascension in
Portsmouth. I would like to tell you a bit
about my life and my desires and all
about my faith.

For a couple of months I was in shock
until I started going to the Ascension
Church which helped me through this
really difficult time.
So now it was not just my mum, brother
and sister and me. Now the church was
my family too. My priest, Father Ron
and his family were like my Dad to me
in all different ways. When I started my
new school I found it very difficult as I
was bullied. I could not tell the teachers
because they would not do anything. I
couldn’t even tell my mum but I told
Father Ron. After I told him it was easy
to tell my mum and things were
eventually sorted out. His family are
always there to talk to as well and they
have all helped me through various
problems I have had.

I want to begin by telling you how I
found faith and my church. I was 8 years
old and had little faith at all. Then my
Dad died. My Dad was my only true
hero. Any problems I had I could trust
him to sort out for me
and he was always
there for me. He got
cancer,
which
gradually got worse
and
worse
till
eventually he died.
This was the worst

I was baptised and confirmed at the
Ascension by Bishop Keith and this was
a really great day. I
have been on many
trips with the church,
St Albans, Guildford,
I.O.W, Winchester,
Walsingham etc.
I found Walsingham
3

has helped me. My faith is very strong
and I think I would like to help other
people know Jesus like I do.

a really special place that helped me
build up my faith. When I was there I
went into the church and went to where
the Blessed Sacrament was. I prayed
there for ages and hadn’t realised that
nobody knew where I was and that they
were looking for me. I was with the
Sacrament the whole time.

I hope you have enjoyed reading a bit
about my life.
David Bateman, age 14
Ascension Church, Portsmouth

‘Caister’ at Pakefield was also very
special and I found my faith reinforced
even more. It was amazing to be with so
many people, all praying and
worshipping together. It was just a
fantastic experience.
In the future I would like to become a
priest and help people like Father Ron

CONGRATULATIONS ACS
I thank you for sending me the ”Rosary Meditation Cards”. I consider the cards an
excellent informative way to present the Rosary, especially with written details of
biblical passages so one can refer to the Bible and read more on any of the topics.
The mother of pearl heart-shaped beads
are particularly “prayerful”, not at all
awkward to hold like some of the bulky
beads of my childhood!
Ann Harvey, Seaford

The NEW Rosary Meditation Cards
including the Mysteries of Light
Order either: on-line or by phone:
www.additionalcurates.co.uk
Tel: 0121 382 5533
They are £3 per pack incl p&p
See page 14 for the NEW ACS Rosaries
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Young Vocation:
The Journey of a Lifetime
As a twenty year old exploring and testing
curate, at the church to which my school was
what I believe is a vocation to the priesthood
attached, asked me if I had thought about
I am delighted to take up Father Darren’s
vocation, and he took time to explain to me
offer to write in Good News. I have a long
the process of discernment. I am so thankful
standing link with ACS, having attended a
to this day that, even at the somewhat tender
number of the Society’s vocations
age of twelve, somebody took me seriously
conferences
and
and encouraged that
through personal
early sense of call.
I had people ask me ‘have
relationships built
up over the years. you thought of being a priest’ or From that time on I
ACS has been
had many people
instrumental in the telling me that they thought ask me if I had
development of my ‘You would make a good priest.’ thought
about
sense of vocation
ordained ministry or
and I pray that, if
if I wanted to be a
God wills it, I will one day be one of those
priest. At first I chose to deny it to others and
many, many priests who have been the
keep it on the quiet, but, again and again I
product of the Society’s vocational work.
had people ask me ‘have you thought of
being a priest’ or telling me that they thought
The title of this article sums up an ongoing
‘You would make a good priest’. The crunch
journey, which for me, started aged twelve
came at the age of fifteen when, whilst on a
or maybe even earlier. I seem to remember
visit to St. Luke’s, Southport, the then
that, during my confirmation classes, I
General Secretary of ACS, Father Stephen
began to feel acutely aware that God may be
Leach, invited me to attend the forthcoming
calling me to the priesthood. The evangelical
ACS vocations conference. I knew that I
wanted to go but I also realised that I
After Mass, coffee in the pastoral assistant’s flat. would now have to tell people about
my vocation. I now appreciate that
my apprehension about telling people
was unnecessary but I also think that
a sense of vulnerability is integral to
exploring vocation. For young people
it is a big thing to talk to others about
a sense of call in a world which is
indifferent to faith. That is why I
think it is vitally important that we,
5

the Church, support and encourage young
people who have a sense of God’s calling to
discern in which direction God is calling
them.

1980s, young people are still responding to
the call!

I am, at the time of writing, undertaking a
pastoral placement at St. Columba’s Church,
Following the vocations conference I
Anfield, Liverpool. Fr. Ray Bridson (another
resolved to do something and so it was my
product of an ACS conference), the Vicar
parish priest who soon put me in touch
here, has recently celebrated both his 50th
with the DDO. Looking back the DDO was
birthday and 25th anniversary of ordination
very kind and encouraging, and, like the
to the priesthood this
Curate three years earlier, took me
year. If we want future
son
seriously. Since then a support network
d
i
generations of priests
r
nd B Anfield
o
has opened up and I have over
m
to be able to
,
y
s
r Ra lumba’
the last year been
F
h
celebrate the silver
o
it
nt w at St C
m e e t i n g
a
r
jubilee at all then
G
ass
regularly
rM
we
must
afte
with
a
encourage
Vo c a t i o n s
those young
Advisor from
p e o p l e
the Diocese of
amongst us
Liverpool. Also,
w h o
over recent years
believe
the
Bishop
of
that God is
Beverley
has
calling them. I do
conducted a simple,
not wish to downplay the
but effective, program
importance of vocations in later
for those exploring
life, but, I do think that the pathway that the
vocation from petitioning
young aspirant treads is one of particular
parishes in the north. Once
difficulty. At 12, 15 or even 17 years of age
a year we meet together for a vocations day
there is little that one can do in the short term
and once a year for a social lunch. It has
about one’s sense of call. Whereas at 28,
been tremendously heartening to meet and
from the first meeting with one’s DDO, one
share with other men who are exploring a
could be in training within 18 months time.
sense of vocation and it is promising to see
That sense of vocation which I first started to
so many moving on through the selection
feel aged twelve has been sustained, by
process and into training. The final element
God’s grace and thanks to the nurture and
of that support network has undoubtedly
encouragement of others, for eight years. I
been my fellow Christians at university
pray that if it is God’s will that it will
where a number of the chaplaincy
continue to grow and flourish. A young
members are also discerning vocations to a
vocation is, I would argue, truly the journey
variety of ministries in the Church. At
of a lifetime; because it moves with the
Lampeter, a college which stopped training
young man whilst his body, intellect, social
ordinands for the church way back in the
6

would say, “Do something about
it!” Yes, you do have to become
vulnerable and accept that the
answer may be that your vocation
belongs elsewhere. Don’t delay,
talk to others about it, friends, your
Vicar and if possible other men in a
similar boat. I commend this
journey to you all, a journey
through which your faith will grow
more deeply, your prayer life
become more profound, a journey
through which you will meet many new and
different people and a journey through which
you will never feel adequate for the role you
so aspire to. Despite the feeling of inadequacy
it is a journey that you must take to find out
who God wants you to be!

groups, outlook and situation are changing
and developing.
If we want a future for our churches, then, as
catholic Christians, we need a future for our
priesthood. We can often be good at praying
for vocations but hopeless at spotting and
nurturing them. If you know a young man
who you think might be called to the
priesthood then please make it
known to him, encourage
and support him. One
word might make
all the difference.
Maybe
you
could be one of
the people that
contribute to the
discernment of
somebody’s
vocational journey.
As I have already noted
I believe God has used
countless people to bring me thus
far, why not let him use you? If you know
someone who you believe may have a
vocation then why not tell them and
challenge them to explore it further?

I am now at the stage of preparing my papers
for a Bishops’ Advisory Panel which is
hopefully going to take place
in the next academic
year. I humbly ask of
your prayers: for
an increase in
young people
responding to
the call, the
Diocese
of
Liverpool
and
myself.
Grant Naylor

Pictures
Top:
Yours truly serving in the kitchen tent of
Liverpool diocese at the Walsingham
Youth Pilgrimage.
Bottom:
Yours truly at a “Corrie”-esk Liverpool
street, visiting.

To the young (or older) man reading this
article, and who is thinking about vocation, I
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BEING A PARISH PLACEMENT
IN THE PARISH OF
SS PETER & PAUL, WANTAGE
Max Kramer left us at the end of July for holiday before he begins formal
preparation for Ordination at Westcott House in Cambridge. He has worked as a
Parish Assistant in the Parish of Wantage, generously supported with a grant from
the Additional Curates Society.
During the year he has thrown himself into Parish and Community life.
Part of the placement involves in working as a Lunchtime Supervisor (dinner lady!)
in the Fitzwaryn School for mentally and physically handicapped children. Max has
found this a real stimulus and has built relationships with both staff and pupils.
Max is an extremely good communicator and has a particular gift when it comes
to preaching. Mirfield let us down for Holy Week and at the last minute Max
stepped in and guided us through the Holy days of the Lord’s Passion and
Resurrection with exceptional skill; we published the text afterwards and with
characteristic enterprise he sold copies to the congregation!
Each week has found him involved with School Assemblies, youth club, club for
disabled teenagers, visiting, taking Holy
Communion to the house-bound,
residential homes and to
Hospital.
He
has
established a group of
musicians
to
accompany the liturgy
in both our worship
centres and in May he
arranged
a
Jazz
Concert to raise funds
towards stemming our
deficit. He has also taken us to
his roots by sharing with us in the
8

Passover which we kept on the day of the Jewish Passover and after the APM;
this was a great help towards our understanding of the Eucharist. To all these
activities he brings his usual energy and enthusiasm. Sometimes it is hard to
remember he is just 22 years old.
We hope Max has learnt from us in the Parish of Wantage on his journey to
Ordination but it goes without saying that we have learnt a great deal from him. All
this was made possible through the generosity of ACS.
The Revd Canon J L Salter

EASTER CARDS – SPECIAL OFFER

TELEPHONE FOR DETAILS AND PRICES
Your own pictures can be reproduced for you.

Phone for a quotation – 0121 382 5533
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Father Willliam Ingle Gillis
Associate Priest
in the Rectorial Benefice of Caldicot
Fr. Will was ordained in 2004 in St. Woolos Cathedral in the Diocese of Monmouth.
He has been involved in all aspects of ministry, from the traditional
to the more modern, and has become the Diocese Social
Responsibility Officer, the Deanery Chapter Clerk,
and also finds time to lecture in St. Michael’s
Theological College, Cardiff.
Fr. Will has just completed a course
on Ignation Spirituality and is
studying to qualify as an Ignation
Spiritual Director. As if all that wasn’t
enough, last year saw the publication
of his first book, “The Church Event”.
Fr. Will has a wife and two young sons.
Since Fr. Will’s arrival the Benefice has
been actively involved in mission, with the
clergy regularly attending all the local
schools. A Mass is held in the Church every
Tuesday morning, and children from the
church school attend.

Fr Will
explains Noah at
the Family Service.
The pulpit was turned into an ark.

In conjunction with the other local churches, an exhibition on the “Life of Christ”
was held and 1200 children from the local schools attended where they came to
understand our faith through personal computers, and video.
Fr. Will was responsible for
overseeing the restoration of the
Church hall. There was a
pilgrimage to Lourdes (though
Fr. Will was unable to attend).
Another Lourdes pilgrimage is
planned for next year and a
pilgrimage
to
Canterbury
happened in the summer. Fr. Will
was responsible for starting
family services in St. Mary’s,
Rogiet.

24 young people were confirmed, six of which
were baptised in the service.
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The General Secretary writes …
Those who know me will
be immensely surprised
to see me wearing a
biretta as it is not, nor
has it ever been, part of
my
normal
attire,
although I must admit as
a somewhat enthusiastic
and pious seminarian I
did send an order to Rome
for no less than seven
birettas (they were not all for
me!). I fondly remember soon
after my ordination wearing a
biretta for the first time and
immediately realising that it was
not me, and certainly not for a
1960’s council estate on the edge
of Leicester. I can remember a
priest friend at the time telling
me that birettas were “old hat!”.

befitted the title Father,
and all those “heroes” of
the anglo-catholic movement who were prepared
to work on the margins of
society, maintaining and
defending the Catholic
faith and building up the
kingdom of God here on
earth.
It is interesting to note that a lot
of the younger clergy seem to be
attached to this particular form
of headdress, and I was
somewhat surprised during a
recent visit to the city of Rome to
see in the clerical outfitters that
there is not only an abundance of
birettas, but also for the more
traditional
Latin
shape
chasubles, lace cotters and albs.
It just goes to show you it is not
only Anglicans who are becoming
more and more

I must admit to feeling nostalgic
whenever I see a biretta because
it conjures up for me, as I am
sure it does for so many of you,
the image of the traditional
anglo-catholic
priest.
Synonymous with that
image are the noteworthy
values of faithfulness to
God,
dedication
and
commitment to His people.
I think back to the priests
who I have both admired
and always have aspired to be
like. Priests who naturally
11

attached to traditional attire.
And from the samples we have
already seen of the new Roman
Catholic liturgy there seems to
be a generalised attempt to turn
back the clock.

priests. It is easy to become
disillusioned and despondent
when churches are talking about
facts and figures, pounds,
pennies and parishioners’ bums
on seats. Believe me there is
some outstanding work going on
in parishes throughout England,
Scotland and Wales that are
supported by the generosity of so
many individuals. I personally
love to talk of partnership in the
Gospel, the partnership of
priests and people together, and
this partnership is expressed so
beautifully in the way the ACS
works. The generosity of the
faithful, the prayers of priests
and people together is making a
real difference in so many
parishes. My prayer for us all is
that irrespective of the way that
we dress, the words we use or the
numbers that attend, our
commitment to God will be as
great as our forefathers and the
priests of today and the future
will readily embrace
the Gospel values that
were
always
so
evident in the heroes
of our faith.

This may not be to everybody’s
taste as we quite literally go back
to the future, but it is my sincere
hope and prayer that along with
the retro looks and retro liturgy
we might once again, and
particularly
as
Anglicans,
recapture something of the
essence and style of the
traditional priesthood. Certainly
my own experience in a parish
taught me that there is nothing
better than personal contact. The
old fashioned things of visiting
parishioners at home and in
hospital showing them true
fatherly care, love and attention.
Being solidly committed to the
sacramental ministry of the
Church and being true to our
ordination
vows
praying for our people
even when they do not
pray for themselves.
It has been my
privilege over the last
seven months to visit
some
magnificent
churches and to meet
some beautiful people
and hard working

So perhaps the biretta
is not going to be “old
hat” after all but a
powerful reminder of
what
our
priests
should be.

12

LEGACIES

Have you considered supporting the work of the Church through the ACS after your
death. The money received from legacies is the life blood of the Society, helping to
put priests in parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
If you would like to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of
wording in your Last Will and Testament.
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work
care of the General Secretary
Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
the sum of £_______________________________
(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can express a wish that a certain
fraction of your estate should be applied to the work of the ACS)

(free from all death or legal duties), to be applied for the purpose of the work of
the Additional Curates Society, and I declare that the receipt of the General
Secretary for the time being of the Additional Curates Society shall be sufficient
discharge to my executors of the same.”
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Gift Selection from
the ACS Shop
THE ALL NEW ACS PRAYER ROSARY
BLACK ROSARY
A beautiful black cut glass tone which in the reflective light reveals a whole
host of magnificent colours, turquoise, gold, blue to name but a few. The
beads traditionally spaced with a strong linked chain coloured silver with a
beautiful image of our Lord on the Cross which is double sided and is
approximately 2" (5cm). The overall length of the beads are 21" (52cm) and
at the very heart there is an image of Our Lady with a silver coloured crown
with nine stars forming a beautiful halo.

MOTHER OF PEARL ROSARY
The second rosary is of similar dimensions, each bead is shaped as a heart
and is ivory/cream mother of pearl, each bead has a pearl essence effect
which shines almost silver in the sunlight. The crucifix is baroque style
measuring 2" (5cm), the length is 21" (52cm) and the image of Our Lady is
double sided. The first bearing an imprint of Mary with a coronet and ten
stars, the other side has an image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
These superior quality medium weighted rosaries come supplied in an
exquisite display box and can be dispatched directly from here as a gift with
a card bearing a personalised greeting and a certificate that the rosary has
been blessed by the General Secretary, in the Chapel here at Gordon
Browning House, or sent directly to you.
The Rosary will remain a treasured possession for many years to come, bringing comfort in
themselves and also as an aid to sincere prayer and devotion of Christ the Eternal High Priest.

THE ALL

NEW ACS CRUCIFIX

Wood carved crucifixes are available in two sizes 10" and 14". Each has a
bracket suitable for hanging on the wall and represents remarkable value for
the quality and finish of the product. The 10" has a 41⁄2" corpus the 14" has a
61⁄2" corpus.
Both are finished exactly the same with a gold loin cloth and gold INR
inscription plate with beautifully detailed finished face, a green crown of
thorns and tasteful subtle wound marks picked out on the hands, feet, knees
and brow of our Lord. They are both presented in a gift box and are priced at
£9.99 for the 10" and £14.99 for the 14". This price includes postage and
packaging.
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The Communion Service without a priest cards.
25 people’s cards and a laminated leader’s card available in either:
(a) Common Worship or (b) Roman Rite.
A great parish resource which ensures a dignified celebration
of communion by extension in these days of clergy
shortages.
.uk
.co
tes
ura
alc
ion
dit
ad
w.
ww

A Eucharistic Minister Gold Plated
Pyx complete with pewter inscription
and image.
Approximately
2" diameter

Look on
the ACS
Website
for more
gifts and
literature

Roman Rite

ORDER FORM

Please state quantity

Black Rosary (£9.99 incl p&p)
White Rosary (£9.99 incl p&p)
10" Crucifix (£9.99 incl p&p)
14" Crucifix (£14.99 incl p&p)
Gold Plated Pyx (£9.99 incl p&p)
Holy Communion without Priest: CW Rite (£28.00 incl p&p)
Holy Communion without Priest: Roman Rite (£28.00 incl p&p)
Name___________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________ Post Code______________
Email: __________________________________________________ Tel No: ________________
Please make cheques payable to: “Additional Curates Society” and return to:
Additional Curates Society, Gordon Browning House
8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Please state whether these are a gift and require a gift tag sent directly to the recipient on a
separate sheet, marking your own personal greeting that will accompany the gift and the
certificate which states that these items have been blessed by the General Secretary in the
Chapel at Gordon Browning House.
15

GIFT AID DECLARATION
I desire that the Additional Curates Society treats all donations that I have made since the
6th April 2000 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration as a Gift Aid
Donation until I notify the Society otherwise.
I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and that my tax bill will always be more than or equal
to the amount of tax that the Additional Curates Society will be able to reclaim in the
relevant tax years.
Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
____________________________________

Post Code _________________________

Signed ______________________________

Dated ____________________________

Parish_______________________________

Diocese___________________________

PLEASE USE CAPITAL LETTERS

BANKER’S ORDER

To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ______________________________________________
______________________________________________ Postcode ________________________
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS
Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
_____________________________
The sum of £_______________ (amount in figures)
(amount in words) _______________________________________________________________
on _________________________________ and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ________________________________ years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature _______________________________________________________________________
Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) _____________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________ Postcode ________________________
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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STRAWBERRY TEA
Peas Supper • Attic Sale

Perhaps you have just agreed to become a
Parish Secretary for ACS, or your parish has
received a grant for a curate or a placement
and you need to raise some funds to send to
ACS. These notes are to help you settle in
and to give you some ideas for fund raising
events.

*If you haven’t got the talent in the parish then
local music teachers are always looking for
performance opportunities for their pupils!

And don’t forget the ACS Collection Boxes,
which some people will take home and put
small change in – which mounts up!!

If your parish has not had an association
with ACS in the past, or it has lapsed for
some reason, one presumes that the parish
priest and the PCC are already behind you;
if not then you need to start there. Then you
need to introduce ACS to the
wider
congregation.
Literature is available
from
Gordon
Browning House
to help you with
this. An article
in the Parish
Magazine
is
always useful
but why not think
about organising a
social evening, say
combining a short talk
about the history and work of
ACS followed by food of some sort (always
popular!) You could charge for tickets and
make a profit.

The secret of success for your events is to
plan well ahead; if you produce an annual
calendar or diary try to fix your dates in time
to get them in. Get tickets out well ahead of
the event and plug it in the
parish magazine, the pew
sheet, the local press
and any other
outlet you can
think of!
Try to get a
team
around
you who will
help with each
event so that all the
work doesn’t fall on you
alone on the day of the event.
Ask individuals to take on one job – to
take tickets at the door, look after the raffle,
make the tea and coffee etc. It will also help
immensely if you can persuade people to
pay for some of the comestibles – tea,
coffee, milk, sugar, biscuits etc., and to give
raffle prizes.

The three main seasons of the Church on
which ACS focuses particularly are Advent,
Lent and Petertide (29th June – St. Peter’s
Day), which are quite well spaced out. Why
not think of organising one event during
each season? e.g.
Cake stall • Coffee Morning • Cheese
and Wine • Strawberry Tea • Concert or
Musical Evening* • Hot Pot/Pie and

John Hilton
ACS Parish Secretary, S Luke, Southport
Picture: Fr Darren Smith with l to r: Alan Hood,
Thelma Garry, Kath Bond, and John Hilton
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U P DAT I NG T H E I M AG E
We presented you all with something of challenge in the last Good News magazine
to help us find a new image/logo that would identify our charity, update our image
and improve our communication. We have been thrilled by the response we have
received, there has been a great deal of hardwork and by the next edition of the
Good News we hope to be able to announce the winner and explain the rationale
behind our ultimate choice. One of the contributors is a friend from Vauxhall
Printing who has come up with a number of clearly defined themes playing on the
name. Brian Beddowes similarly has worked on a number of images centred around
showing a priest, the initials, the name and the strap line Passionate About
Priesthood. Father Stephen Williams who has worked on a number of stylised
images of the Holy Spirit descending with one particular image that contains all
seven sacraments with the initials ACS in the picture of the host above the chalice.
We are also grateful to Father Sweetman who has drawn a simple logo around the
word ACTS with the “T” forming the cross shape and of course clearly identifying
our initials ACS. Any further submissions will be gratefully received prior to a
decision being reached in due course. Let us know what you think. Send us an email to info@additionalcurates.co.uk.

Fr. Stephen Williams
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Simon Billingham – Vauxhall Printing

Brian Beddowes – Bright Eyes Design

Fr Denis Sweetman
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DIARIES etc

The ACS Website

LITURGICAL POCKET DIARY

Have you visited our website
recently? You will see that it has
been radically updated with lots
more information. It is regularly
reviewed to make sure it
includes all the most up to date
offers and information about the
Society. A chance to view our
photo gallery and a new prayer
page, where prayer requests are
received.Why not visit us at:

170mm x 99mm 6 hole loose leaf
Week to View – £10 incl p&p

LITURGICAL POCKET DIARY
170mm x 99mm 6 hole loose leaf
Day to Page – £13 incl p&p

DESK DIARY
A5 6 hole own binder
2 Days a Page – £12 incl p&p
Binder: £10 incl p&p
Binder & Pages – £21 incl p&p

THE ORDO
Loose Leaf – £10 incl p&p
Binder – £10 incl p&p
Binder & Pages – £19 incl p&p

www.additionalcurates.co.uk.

YEAR PLANNER
24" x 36" – £10.00 incl p&p
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We are a one stop shop for all your church needs,
providing Candles & Consumables, Furniture,
Furnishings & Church Plate, Clerical Wear &
Vestments, Statuary, Altar Wear & Dressings, Music
Books & Stationery and Giftware.
We are conveniently located within 3 minutes off Junction 6 of
the M6 Toll road (Burntwood & Brownhills).
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A5190

Attwood

We now have a 1200 square foot showroom!
Our first floor showroom is open to the public
Monday to Thursday 9am - 5pm, Friday 9am - 8pm
and Saturday 9am - 1pm and has a lift for disabled
access.
It is conveniently located approximately 4 miles
to the east of Cannock Town Centre and 5 miles
west of Lichfield City Centre. It is within 3 minutes
of Junction 6 of the M6 Toll road (Burntwood &
Brownhills).
If you provide us with your receipt for the Toll
Road we will refund you the Toll Fee!

Sutton House, 3 Newlands Court, Attwood Road, Burntwood, Staffs, WS7 3GF
FREE Phone 0800 3583 172 FREE Fax 0800 3583 173
www.shinglers.net sales@shinglers.net

GOD CALLING?
Vocations Conference

Picture
shows
the
participants in the very
successful 2008 Vocations
Conference at S Stephen’s
House in Oxford.
Some 20 aspirants came
together to share their
experiences in their
journey of discerning
whether God is calling
them to the Sacred
Ministry.
Please Pray for them as
they listen to God’s calling.
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S Theodore, Port Talbot
“Celebrating the mystery of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection is
a right, a privilege and a challenge that we as Christians are blessed
to be able to participate in.”
Fr. Dennis Smolarski

This sentiment of the Jesuit Fr. Dennis Smolarski although describing the nature of
worship also aptly expresses the life and purpose of the church and calls me back each
time I read it to a
proper
understanding of the
priestly ministry to
which I have been
called.
As an Assistant
Curate
in
the
Parish
of
S
Theodore,
Port
Talbot, I share all
the general priestly
duties with my
colleague Fr Colin
Amos: including,
the celebration of
the Sacraments, visiting people in their homes and those in hospital, taking the Blessed
Sacrament to those at home, in nursing homes and hospital, working with the local
schools. More recently, I have found it an enormous privilege to celebrate the Sacrament
of Reconciliation and to be able to guide people in the Christian journey. As part of my
pastoral ministry, I see my role as developing a greater awareness for the need of
growth in terms of spirituality and discipleship.
I see myself continuing to exercise a “deaconal” ministry within the context of the
Sacred Priesthood, giving that deepest expression in being a servant of the people.
Being an Assistant Curate one might say is to exercise sacramental ministry of love to
the people and to the incumbent and in turn receive their support and encouragement.
Working with Fr Colin starts each week with a meeting to discuss and organise the rest
of the week, with time after the Divine Office each day to reflect and discuss further. As
22

well as working close with Fr Colin I am given space and freedom to work under my
own initiative as was the case when Fr Colin went on a long awaited sabbatical. It was
during this that I became aware of the parish responsibilities and the encouragement
and support we give each other. With this in mind we try to have an “away day” every
six months to assess the progress of the mission strategies and the development of
ministry within the parish.
During my time here as assistant curate I have forged close working relationships with
some of the local church and primary schools, done by visiting and my involvement as
a Community Governor. Work with young people is viewed as a priority within our
Mission Action Plan (MAP).
With the completion of the Parish Youth Hall we have been able to do more imaginative
work with people of all ages. With the redevelopment of the Parish Hall it is hoped to
be able to interact with the community more, with these various developments and Fr
Colin being on sabbatical this became possible because we share the responsibilities,
e.g. Fr Colin leading the Parish Pilgrimage to Walsingham and me leading the
Ecumenical Walk of Witness and Act of Worship for Pentecost (hence the red balloons
in the photo on the front cover). Such work whilst not impossible, would be
enormously difficult if the parish
relied on the ministry of one Priest.
My
motivation
stems
from
responding to God’s call to serve
him in the ordained ministry and I
seek to emulate Christ’s own
sacrificial “catholic” ministry. I
recognise that I need to daily reaffirm my ordination vows, both in
word and deed, and seek thereby to
grow into the stature and likeness
of Christ. To do that effectively
means acknowledging that Christ
came as the one who served, and in
so doing I seek to model my life
and ministry upon His, and
therefore to pursue a path of selfsacrifice and ultimately the
complete consecration of heart and
life to Him who has called me to
this ministry. Therefore, my desire
is not to fulfil personal goals or
aspirations.
Fr Wayne Coughlin
23

P
e
arishes
h
t
m
o
r
F
CONGRATULATIONS to Canon Ray
Bridson on his Silver Anniversary of
Ordination to the Sacred Priesthood
and many thanks for his most generous
donation to the Society.

generous gift to the Society. It was
raised from a Lunch in Ray and Shirley
Steers garden, the photo shows Fr
Robert Fayers with Phylis Zmack.

THANK YOU to Fr Maurice Jevrons for
his gift to us after celebrating his 45th
Anniversary Mass of his Ordination to
the Priesthood.
WELL DONE Canon Robert Brunswick
on reaching that magical age of 70 and
not having any birthday presents except
donations to charity of which the
Society was one, many thanks and
belated birthday wishes.
THANK YOU Derek and Janet Yeates
of S Mary, Felpham for their generous
gift after a Lent Lunch.

WELL DONE to Bob of Blackpool who
has completed a Sponsored Cycle Ride
through the Illuminations in aid of the
Society and raised £300.

FIFTY GLORIOUS YEARS of Ordination
to the Priesthood has been celebrated
by Fr David Tweddle, thank you for
your gift to mark this occasion.
When men of God do write or preach,
I ask of them that they should smile,
In case their words are ’yond my
reach,
It helps me stay with them a while,
For in their smile I see their God,
Who helps me in my earthly plod!
WHAT A WARM welcome we
received on my recent visit to
Worksop Priory. The photo shows (l to
r) Fr Nicolas Spicer, Mrs. Kath
Stubbins and Fr Phillip Corbett with Fr

THANK YOU to the Parish of S Michael
and All Angels, Brighton for their very
24

ANOTHER RUBY JUBILEE this time for
Fr Bernard Sharp, who celebrated this
with a Eucharist at Ss Dyfrig & Samson,
Grangetown, Cardiff. Fr Bernard was
joined by an aunt and two cousins as
well as fellow priests and members of
his previous parishes where he had
served. He has now settled into
retirement and as he says “What a
privilege this ministry is! How
wonderful our people are”. The Society
thanks you for your kind gift.

Darren after the Mass being presented
with a cheque for over £700 for ACS.

CONGRATULATIONS ACS May I
compliment you all on a new look ACS
publication (Good News). A better
format and easier to read I think. Well
done. Fr Ken Gabbadon, Newton Heath.

THE SOCIETY would like to thank
Peggy Theophilus for all the hard work
that she has done for nearly 20 years in
the Parish of S John, Cardiff on behalf
of ACS. Peggy has had to retire as ACS
Parish Secretary due to ill health. It is
said of her: “Miss Theophilus is a
tremendous gentle Christian lady, loved
by all who are fortunate to know her”.
We pray that you get well soon Peggy.

CHELMSFORD DIOCESE was where
we went to meet the people at S
Michael & S Mary, Corringham. What a
welcome we received and a cheque for
over £300 for ACS. Photo shows Fr
Andrew Hughes from Friar Park as
deacon for Fr Robert’s First Mass

CONGRATULATIONS go to Canon
John Hudson on reaching his Fortieth
Anniversary of Ordination. Canon John
is Parish Priest of S John Baptist,
Royston, where he preached about
Priesthood and the Society, thank you
for your wonderful gift to us.
WELL DONE Wellingborough! Freda
Gossage dropped into have a coffee at
your centre she picked up the magazine
and found Christian Life inside, did the
competition and won the prize. You all
made her feel better as you were all
‘welcoming and kind’. Details of
Christian Life on ACS web-site.

WELL DONE S Francis of Assisi, Friar
Park for their special ACS Appeal which
raised £1100. Prayers for Fr Andrew
Hughes as he starts his diaconal year in
the Parish.
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OUR LADY OF WEDALE
Stoke Pilgrimage 2008-09-07

Secretary of the Additional Curates
Society, who had flown up from
Birmingham to join us. In his heartfelt
and witty sermon Father Darren asked
the pilgrims to emulate the pattern of
the Blessed Virgin Mary whose
Assumption we were celebrating. She is
not only our Mother but also the pattern
we must strive to follow. She gave her
all to God’s purpose and so must we,
“Be it unto me according to thy will”.
Mass was followed by a sprinkling of
water from the Holy Well.

While the weather on Saturday August
16th was sunny the heavy rain in the
preceding 10 days had left our Lady’s
Acre boggy and the Mass was held in
the Parish Church of Saint Mary of
Wedale, Stow.

After the Mass Brother Ian Miller,
Guardian of the Fraternity of Saint Boisil
GSS, led a sizeable party of pilgrims,
including Father Smith and Canon
Pagan to the Holy Well and gave a short
address on the history of the shrine that
had been sacred to Our Lady and the
Holy Child since the days of the Roman
British Church.
This year’s pilgrims came from as far as
the Midlands and the Western Isles and

The threat of inclement weather
reduced the number of day pilgrims
somewhat, but this did not detract from
a wonderful High Mass celebrated by
Father Dale Gray of Saint Mary and All
Souls, Coldstream, with Canon Keith
Pagan of the Cathedral of the Isles as
Deacon and Father Duncan McCosh of
Saint Peter’s, Galashiels as Sub-Deacon.
Our guest preacher this year was Father
Darren Smith SSC, the General
26

were delighted again to be supported by
members of the Chapter of Saint Oswin
GSS from Northumberland, one of
whom Brother Anthony Cuthbert acted
at Crucifer.
Everybody present enjoyed a wonderful
pilgrimage and our thanks go to the
clergy and servers who came to the
Stow of Wedale to celebrate Our Lady’s
Assumption. Hopefully the 2009
pilgrimage will be blessed with better
weather!
Why not visit their Web-site:
www.stowpilgrimage.org

The photographs show the General
Secretary kneeling at the well, the
clergy sprinkling pilgrims outside the
parish church, and a small group of
pilgrims around the well.

Being a Church Army Officer
Evangelism, Church
Planting, work with
elderly,
with
the
homeless and with
youth and children. I
said to her in passing –
‘that was interesting,
I’ve being doing youth
and children’s work all
my life in my spare
time and never thought I could have
done it full time’. Well she didn’t hang
around, 2 days later I received a phone
call from the Candidates Secretary of CA
asking if he could pop up for a chat. The
following week he popped up to County
Durham from London and spent a
couple of hours chatting to me about my
life. I was a little shocked when he told

I was in the second
half of my 5th decade
when I was asked to
go
along
to
a
vocations day – the
idea being that I
would help sort out
the expenses for the
visiting speakers – an
experienced priest, a
newly ordained priest, a nun, a
Franciscan and a lady who was a
fundraiser for Church Army. There were
several young men and women
exploring vocation – the last thing I
expected was that I would respond to
what I heard. The lady from the CA
explained about the different areas of
work that CA was involved in Area
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me that I was an Evangelist and he
thought I should enter formal training.

The other half of my ministry which is
funded by Diocesan Mission Fund,
Church Army and several Anglo-Catholic
Societies is as a Mission Enabler in the
After various exploratory meetings and a
diocese. It involves training in Mission
very thorough selection process I was
and Evangelism with congregations.
accepted into training and so life
Wilson Carlisle the founder of Church
changed.
Army once said ‘I have the hardest job of
my life, to open the mouths of the people
My training included placements at a
in the pew’. What he said inspired me to
hostel for young people in Cardiff,
follow his lead. I understand his
working with the Diocesan Children’s
comment because what I am finding is
Adviser in a small village in Co Durham
that many members of our congregations
and at a drop in centre for homeless and
don’t recognise the gifts that God has
vulnerable people in Sheffield. The
given them and often don’t feel
learning experiences at each of these
competent to speak about their faith.
were amazing and have helped me so
With a little help in recognition of
much in my ministry.
gifts and in understanding
Wilson
that we are all called
In July 2004 I was
Carlisle the founder of
to help God in His
commissioned as
mission of love to
a Church Army
Church Army once said ‘I have
the world, it is a
Sister
and
the hardest job of my life, to open delight to see
admitted as an
the mouths of the people in
congregations
Evangelist in the
grow in confidence
Church
by
the pew.’
and in their work within
Archbishop
Rowan.
their own communities. Whilst
Half of my ministry as a
I understand what Wilson Carlisle said –
Community Missioner began at the
I do not find this part of my ministry hard
Church of the Good Shepherd,
– it is a delight to see gifts being used,
Sunderland a parish which is
exciting to see new initiatives being
undergoing urban regeneration and
undertaken and God’s love spreading
was scheduled to be demolished before
I arrived. My roll was to help build up
I consider myself fortunate to have been
the new community. Four years on the
brought up in an Anglo Catholic parish
demolition has only recently begun and
where my gifts were recognised and
it could be another two or three years
encouraged from an early age. Even
before the new build is underway.
though I didn’t use them to the full at the
There has, however, been lots to do in
time it is never too late. There are a
being alongside a tight-knit community
myriad of things we laity can do in God’s
which is being decimated and finding
service and there is lots of help and
ways to bring hope and confidence for
training available to enable that. Go for
the future. Only time will tell how this
it!
works out.
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Unfolding The Rose

A new young, priest was walking with an older, more seasoned priest in the garden
one day. Feeling a bit insecure about what God had planned for him and his
ministry, he was asking the older priest for some advice. The older man walked up
to a rosebush and handed the young curate a rosebud and told him to open it
without tearing off any petals. The young priest looked in disbelief at the older
priest and was trying to figure out what a rosebud could possibly have to do with
his wanting to know the will of God for his life and ministry. But because of his
great respect for the older priest, he proceeded to try to unfold the rose, while
keeping every petal intact. It wasn’t long before he realised how impossible this
was to do. Noticing the younger priest’s inability to unfold the rosebud without
tearing it, the older priest began to recite the following poem:
It is only a tiny rosebud,
A flower of God’s design;
But I cannot unfold the petals
With these clumsy hands of mine.
The secret of unfolding flowers
Is not known to such as I.
But God opens this flower so sweetly,
When in my hands they fade and die.
If I cannot unfold a rosebud,
This flower of God’s design,
Then how can I think I have wisdom
To unfold this life of mine?
So, I’ll trust in Him and His leading
Each moment of every day.
I will look to Him for His guidance
Each step along the way.
The pathway that lies before me,
Only my heavenly Father knows.
So I’ll trust Him to unfold my life’s moments,
Just as He lovingly unfolds the rose.

