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“A wonderful place for a wonderful retirement ”
The College of St Barnabas
is a
residential community of retired Anglican
clergy. Married couples are very welcome,
as are those who have been widowed.
Admission is open to licensed Church
Workers and Readers; there are facilities
for visitors, guests and respite care.

For further details, or to arrange a
preliminary visit, please see our
website or contact the Warden, at:
The College of St Barnabas,
Blackberry Lane, Lingfield,
Surrey, RH7 6NJ
Tel. 01342 870260 Fax. 01342 871672
www.st -barnabas.org.uk
warden@collegeofstbarnabas.com



All Cloister flats have sitting rooms,
bedrooms and en suite facilities;



There are two Chapels with
daily Mass and Evensong;



Three Libraries; Snooker Room;
9 hole Putting Green;



Well equipped Common Room and
Refectory;



The Nursing Wing offers both
residential and full nursing care.
Direct admission is possible;

Occasional quiet days and private retreats
can be accommodated.
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Farewell to a Dear Friend
I would like to dedicate this edition of
Good News magazine to former General
Secretary, Father Anthony Prescott.
Elsewhere in the magazine you will find
the eulogy preached at his Requiem by
Father David Nicholson, a fitting tribute to
a real giant in the land. Without wanting
to duplicate anything that he said I do feel
it important to add a few comments of
my own to the man who inspired,
encouraged and nurtured my vocation
and many other vocations to the sacred
priesthood.
For so many of my generation. Father
Prescott’s name is synonymous with the
Additional Curates Society, a man of
charisma, vision and flair. He was
instrumental in taking the ACS from the
margins of the church to become a
leading voice in Catholic Anglicanism. So
many clergy never fail to tell me of the
exploits of Father Prescott. A man who
was able to stir people’s emotions,

making you laugh and cry in the same
sermon, such a wonderful gift.
When I was asked to be General
Secretary I felt so humbled to be given
the privilege of sitting in his seat. No one
could ever fill his shoes, but my hope and
prayer has always been that if I could do
nothing but remain faithful to his vision
and commitment of promoting
priesthood, encouraging men to respond
to the call and supporting parishes of
England and Wales then I would be doing
a good job.
We rejoice that Father has now been
“promoted to glory” and our prayers and
best wishes go to his family and to his
faithful friend and colleague, Father
Stephen Bond, who intends to move
back to the UK in the not too distant
future.
Almighty God, Give us Priests.

Fr Darren Smith

From St David’s
to Fenny Stratford
For the past six months, I have had
the very fortunate opportunity of
doing an Additional Curates Society
placement at St Martin’s Church in
Fenny Stratford. It is an experience
that I have found to be both hugely
fulfilling and rewarding and at the
same time certainly challenging.
Fenny Stratford is perhaps a part of
the ‘older’ areas of Milton Keynes
and offers some of the most beautiful

“

At first I was very
uncomfortable in
this situation,
however, after a
while it has turned
out to be incredibly
rewarding.

“
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worship to the community it serves.
Having grown up in South Africa and
after living in Cardiff and West Wales
for a few years it has provided me
with the most advantageous and
wonderful formation in my journey of
faith particularly through its clergy and
congregation. Its tradition is one that I
was not brought up on, yet have
come to love and embrace.
Whilst discerning a vocation to the
priesthood in the Church in Wales –
what has become apparent to me is
the importance of the centrality of
prayer and being in a position to offer
your ministry to God, by beginning
each day at the altar and then going
out into the community to serve His
people in their trials and joys. It has
been practiced and made very clear
at St Martin’s with daily prayer said in
Church and a daily Mass with which I
have become reliant on. It is made
perfectly clear within any book on the

priesthood that such time for
reflection and prayer is vital in
discerning this particular path of life.
Fr Victor Bullock, the vicar, has been
so helpful in my preparations for
selection conferences and vocation
meetings and I owe him a great deal
of thanks. It has been and is a huge
privilege to be able to look, reflect
and see the priest truly represent
Christ to the people and the people
to God in this way. It is a truly
edifying experience to say the least.
In December last year I attended
the first of two selection panels in
the Diocese of St David’s called the
Diocesan Selection Board, where I
was asked a number of questions
about my relationship with God and
His people. I found that being able

to draw on experiences from my
placement proved fundamental in
order to answer the questions the
board asked of me. It would be a
tremendous understatement to play
down the importance of my
placement in preparation for this
panel and I have, as such, been
recommended by the Diocesan
Selection Board to proceed to the
final Provincial Selection Board. I am
therefore immensely grateful to be
able to continue this placement in
preparation for the final panel.
Of the many varied experiences that
I have since being on placement, it
has been ministering to the sick,
housebound and elderly that I feel
has benefitted me and shaped me
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most of all. One of the many ways
that St Martin’s does this is through a
monthly visit to Rosewood Care
Home for people suffering with
severe dementia. At first I was very
uncomfortable in this situation,
however, after a while it has turned
out to be incredibly rewarding.
Another fantastic experience was
representing the Church along with Fr
Bullock in the community event, the
‘Fenny Poppers Festival’. A secular
event, however, the Church was at
the centre of the day’s festivities. This
meant that I was up laying out grass at
six in the morning before having to
get ready for the Sunday services in
preparation for the festival. This
experience removed any possible
‘starry-eyed’ expectations or feelings
about being a vicar. It was a truly
wonderful experience to be a part

“

of. St Martin’s is also preparing an
initiative to draw more people into
church who might not ever do so. It
will take many varying forms of
evangelism and is a very exciting
initiative to be involved with.
This placement is being able to truly
minister to real people in a real way in
real life situations. It not just reading
and reflecting – it is an opportunity to
try and bear witness to the
Resurrection to a community that
needs to hear the Good News of the
Gospel. Across the country the
Additional Curates Society is affording
people to be able to do this and I for
one am immensely grateful for their
generosity. I am also enormously
grateful to the parish of St Martin’s, its
people and clergy and especially to Fr

This placement is
being able to truly minister
to real people in a real way
in real life situations

“
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Bullock for his constant help and
support as I discern God’s purpose in
my life.
I look forward now to the next six
months of my placement and, God
willing, to starting at St Michael’s
Theological College in Cardiff this

September. Please pray for me and
the people and mission of St. Martin’s
Church, Fenny Stratford.

Edward LeBrun Powell
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Could you prompt a priest?
The purpose of this article is to
reflect on how two fellow
parishioners prompted me along
the way to discerning a call to
priesthood, and to suggest to
readers that they might be able to
do the same for someone else.
I managed to survive nearly half a
century without being conscious of
any call to priesthood. I cannot place
an exact time at which the possibility
began to occur to me, but the
homily at my late father’s funeral in
2006 certainly set me thinking. What
would I be able to say when the time
came for me to account for the use I
had made of the talents God had
given to me?
That thought set in train the
discernment of a call. This was no
sudden Damascene conversion,
more a gradual awakening process
that has led this year to a Bishops
Advisory Panel recommending me
for training for the priesthood.
I have been asked in this article to
reflect upon the significant elements
in that awakening. Most recently the
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Additional Curates Society “God
Calling” Conferences have been
hugely helpful. It is so good to realize
that one is not alone – others like
you are going through the same
process.
Looking much further back to my
childhood, I was fortunate to be
inculcated in the faith by my father,
who passed on to me the teachings
of his father, the late Canon Herbert
Woodford Orton MC, who died well
before I was born but whose
influence lived on. I was taught how
he went on from the trenches
(where he was decorated for
gallantry but would never explain
why) to Mirfield, where he was
senior student in 1920, then to
parishes around London. Even
though the family worshipped at the
local middle of the road Anglican
Parish Church, I was given clearly to
understand that we were AngloCatholics, and that grandfather was
not hugely impressed by “snakes
belly” low church practices.
One of my clearest memories from
my junior school days (apart from

Looking
much further
back to my
childhood, I
was fortunate
to be
inculcated in
the faith by
my father...
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our very strict teacher Mrs
Willoughby sitting on a wasp) was a
visit by a priest, probably a Roman
Catholic, talking about his work. I
recall this small grey man in his black
robes standing at the front of the
class and thinking his work sounded
interesting. For whatever reason that
thought went no further at the time
but it did lodge somewhere in my
mind to pop out unexpectedly some
40 years later.
As the troubling idea that there might
be some form of call inside me
developed in recent years, I was
initially very doubtful. But it kept
nagging away. As I pondered on it I
was reminded of two incidents when
others in church had spoken to me. I
was serving (as crucifer if I remember
aright) in about 1998 when Sister
Lilias, who helped at our church, told
me I looked like a priest. And some 5
years later Godfrey, a fellow
parishioner in my village, said to me,
“We need people like you as priests”.
I do not recall making much of either
comment at the time. To the best of
my recollection I simply ducked the
subject and thought no more of it.
But strangely, when I came to the
discernment process several years
later, those conversations were
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clearly recalled. The fact of others
having seen something to observe
upon, even though they had not
prompted me into any action at all at
the time (save perhaps denial)
proved to be hugely helpful. I was
helped by the realization that I was
not entirely alone in sensing
something.
The rest is history that I do not have
room to expand upon here. I would
just like to suggest that if you do see
anyone who might strike you as a
possible priest, why not say
something? Nothing too strong or
directive. And do not expect instant
results. But you never know where
your words might lead. You may be
sowing a seed that will initially lie
dormant, but much later germinate
and bear fruit. It might take many
years, but you might be able to help
prompt a priest.

Giles Orton

My Vocation is LOVE
Father Darren asked me to write
something about vocation or priesthood.
I was delighted to be able to oblige as I
am indeed “Passionate about Priesthood”
and I am also very blessed to be
celebrating my tenth Anniversary of Life
Vows later this year. Identifying myself
very much with Carmelite spirituality,
nothing seemed to me to be more
suitable than to share some thoughts
about Saint Thérèse of the Child Jesus
(of Liseux), the priesthood, consecrated
life and how she found that all vocations
are ultimately fulfilled in LOVE.
St Thérèse expressed an understanding
of her own vocation in these words in
her autobiography:
“To be betrothed to You, Jesus, to be a
Carmelite, to become, through my
union with You, a mother of souls –
surely that ought to be enough for
anybody? But somehow, not for me. I
seem to have so many other vocations
as well! I feel as if I were called to be a
fighter, a priest, an apostle, a doctor, a
martyr….. I want to be a priest, how
lovingly I’d carry You in my hands when
you came down from heaven at my call;
how lovingly I’d bestow You on men’s
souls! And yet, with all this desire to be
a priest, I’ve nothing but admiration and
envy for the humility of St. Francis. I’d
willingly imitate him in refusing the
honour of the priesthood.”
11

Thoughts with which I can certainly identify
with in different ways at various times in
my life.
Thérèse’s thought was inspired by the
12th and 13th chapters of Saint Paul’s first
epistle to the Corinthians. In Chapter 12
Paul speaks about the diversities of
ministries within the Church, and how all
its members are still part of the same Body.
This is how St. Thérèse described it:
“(These verses) told me that we can’t all of
us be apostles, all of us be prophets, all of
us doctors, and so on; the Church is
composed of members which differ in
their use; the eye is one thing and the hand
is another. Saint Paul goes on to explain
that all the gifts of heaven, even the most
perfect of them, without love, are
absolutely nothing; LOVE is the best way of
all, because it leads straight to God. Now I
was at peace; when St Paul was talking
about the different members of the
Mystical Body I couldn’t recognize myself in
any of them; or rather I could recognise
myself in all of them. But LOVE … that
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was the key to my vocation. If the Church
was a body composed of different
members, it couldn’t lack the noblest of all:
it must have a heart, and a heart burning
with love.”
Thérèse realized that LOVE was the true
motive force which enabled all the other
members of the Church to act, that if it
ceased to function, apostles would forget
to preach, martyrs would refuse to shed
their blood. She says:
“LOVE, in fact, is the vocation which
includes all others; it is a universe of its
own, comprising all time and space –it is
eternal. Beside myself with joy, I cried out
“Jesus my Love! I’ve found my vocation
and my vocation is LOVE!” I had
discovered where it is that I belong in the
Church, the place God has appointed for

me. To be nothing else than love, deep
down in the heart of Mother Church; that is
to be everything at once – my dream wasn’t
a dream after all”.
Thérèse was not a frustrated nun, bitter
about the Church being “male-dominated”.
St Thérèse wanted to die, not merely as a
soldier, but “in defence of the Church.” A
couple of pages later she writes:
“Yes, Jesus, I do love You; I do love the
Church, my Mother,” and “Here am I , a
child, the child of Holy Church, that Mother
who is also a Queen because she is a King’s
bride”.
In a sense, to share in the priesthood, the
spousal life of the Church is the vocation of
all the faithful, in the “priesthood of all
believers”, that sharing is fulfilled whenever
we participate in the Eucharist; the source
and summit of our Christian life. Priests and
Consecrated Religious are a visible sign of
this unity. Pope John Paul 11 said “It is the
Eucharist above all that expresses the
redemptive act of Christ the Bridegroom
towards the Church the Bride”. In Chapter

VIII of his letter “Mulieris Dignitatem” Pope
John Paul linked love in a special way with
the vocation of woman. “In God’s eternal
plan, woman is the one in whom the order
of love in the created world of persons
takes first root.” He referred to the “unity of
the two” and how St. Paul, in calling Christ
“the Bridegroom” and the Church “the
Bride”, confirming through this analogy the
truth about woman as bride. The
Bridegroom is the one who loves. The
Bride is loved: it is she who receives love, in
order to love in return. Think about Our
Lady at the Annunciation…St. Thérèse
expressed exactly the same thought:
“I know well, Jesus,” she writes, “that love
can only be repaid by love; what I’ve always
looked for and found at last is some way of
satisfying my feelings by returning love for
Your love.” Love is the vocation of all of us,
and is expressed in a clearly visible way in
the dignity of the Priesthood, of Marriage
and Consecrated Religious life. Pope John
Paul said that vocation has a “universal
significance”, that giving and receiving of
love which results in the fruits of the Spirit
and growth, re-echoing with Thérèse: “In
the heart of my mother the Church, I will
be love”.

Sister Heidi Cooper SCL
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Please pray for...
The Society sends its prayers to all
those celebrating Anniversaries of
Ordination to the Sacred
Priesthood, especially

Condolences...

Father Malcolm Ainscough who is
incumbent at S. Paul, Hasland, who
We offer our belated condolences
is celebrating twenty-five years of
to the friends and family of Mrs Joan
Ordination.
Hammond of Exeter. Joan has been
a life time supporter of ACS and
Father John Brownsell, incumbent
had left a request for her daughter,
of All Saints, Notting Hill,
Catherine Jowett, to send a
celebrating forty years of
donation in her memory.
Ordination.
...................................................

Thank you...
We record with sadness, but also
thanksgiving, the life and death of
Rev Prebendary Geoffrey
Sunderland of Cheltenham. His
son, John Sunderland, informs us
that it was his father’s wish that
donations in lieu of flowers be sent
to the ACS. We are humbled and
grateful for this gesture and
support.
Father Michael Stark
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Father Paul Williamson, incumbent
of S. George, Hanworth who is
celebrating forty years of
Ordination.
Father Gordon Bond who is
celebrating his fortieth anniversary
of Ordination.
Father Stephen Merriman who is
team Vicar at S. Mary the Virgin,
Littlehampton who is celebrating
ten years of Ordination.

Please pray for...

A much needed and
appreciated comment from
Bishop Tony Robinson of
Pontefract

Father John Salter is celebrating
twenty years of ministry at Ss
Peter and Paul, Wantage with
Holy Trinity, Charlton.

Well done with the latest editio
n
of Good News! Excellent conte
nt
and good design.

.............................................
......

Thank you...
Many thanks to Cath for all the
loyal service and hard work giv
en
to the Society over many years
as parish secretary.
.............................................
......

Congratulations...
Father Philip Calvert, incumbe
nt
of S. Mark, Kingstanding is
celebrating his tenth anniversa
ry
of Ordination to the Priesthood
.

Father Edward
Fr Philip Calvert
ghes
Father Andrew Hu

.............................................
......

Thank you...
Thanks to Fr Lee Taylor and St
Margaret’s Leigh-on-Sea for the
ir
generous donation from the
ordination collection.

Fr Leslie Greenw

ood

Thank you...
Thanks to Fr Leslie Greenwoo
d
on his collection for the ACS and
also congratulations on his
Golden Jubilee!
.............................................
......

Condolences...

Fr Lee Taylor

We offer our belated
condolences to the friends and
family of Miss Joan White passed
Father Darren
away onFather
the Barry
7th &Jan
uary.
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What’s new at ACS...

1) Angel Pen
£4.99 each or 2 for £8

2) Altar Linen
Special introductory price £45 and attractively gift boxed.

The hugely popular ACS Angel Pen
attractively gift boxed and set on a red velvet
lining. This 140mm long metallic two tone
pen has a diamond cut stylized scalloped
patterned barrel, enhanced by a golden
colour clip which bears the image of a
Guardian Angel.

This exquisite Altar linen set richly embroidered with the
Sacred Heart symbol is a most stunning addition to any
sacristy comprising an embroidered corporal (19 1/2" x
19 1/2"), purificator (19 1/2" x 10 1/2"), & chalice pall (7"
x 7" with removable plastic insert) and a nonembroidered lavabo (20 1/2" x 11").

3) Priest Biretta
Special introductory price £49

4) Canon’s Biretta
Special introductory price £55

Traditional three cornered biretta, individually
tailored to your own head size, complimented
with pompom. Folds flat for storage. Head
Sizes 56cm, 57cm, 58cm, 59cm, 60cm,
61cm, 62cm, 63cm, 64cm

Traditional three cornered biretta, individually tailored to
your own head size, complimented with Canon’s
pompom. Folds flat for storage. Head Sizes 56cm,
57cm, 58cm, 59cm, 60cm, 61cm, 62cm, 63cm, 64cm
(Please measure head circumference)

All of our vestments albs and linens are individually crafted and can take up to 28 days, but often less.
Other items are available on our website. Please do look as it is constantly updated.
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Visit our website at www.additionalcurates.co.uk for the full range or
telephone our Sales Department for full details. 0121 382 5533.
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5) Lace Cotta £99
This exquisite piece constructed by our
artisan seamstress is made of 15%
cotton 85% polyester. The lace is
woven into the fabric with images of
cross and grapes and chalice,
combining the beauty of times gone by
with the modern convenience of easy
care fabrics. This is guaranteed to make
an impression. Sizes: Small (170) 29”
long. Medium (176) 31” long, Large
(180) 33” long and Extra Large (188)
35” long. Also available plain lace insert
and alternative lace cotta please see
our website or call for details.

6) Roman Chasuble Usual price £599 Good News Price £399
This is a truly magnificent piece designed from an antique
vestment and made individually for ACS customers. It comes
complete with stole, maniple, burse and veil. Embroidery is
set on a velvet panel which is worked into the damask
vestment. Available in white, cream, green, red, purple, rose,
black and gold.
7) Purificator
£7.99 buy 6 or more for £7 each
Specially made for us easy care
purificator with red or white
cross 11” x 17” Ask us about
other easy care altar linens

Order Form

Name............................................................

1) Angel Pen

£4.99 or 2 for £8

Address ........................................................

£45

......................................................................

2) Altar Linen
3) Priest Biretta

SIZE

£49

....................................Post Code................

4) Canon’s Biretta

SIZE

£55

Email ............................................................

5) Lace Cotta

SIZE

£99

Tel No ..........................................................

6) Roman Chasuble COL
7) Purificator

£399

£7.99 or 6 + for £7 each

Please make cheques payable to “Additional
Curates Society” and return to: Additional
Curates Society, Gordon Browning House,
8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB

Card Details
Card No........................................................
Start Date......................Expiry Date ..............
Issue No........................Security Code ..........

Eulogy in memory of the late

Anthony John Prescott
By Father David Nicholson

I am glad to be able to be here today as
I believe that I am the last of the
appointees to the Council of the ACS
which still has connections with Fr
Prescott, and on behalf of the Additional
Curates Society I am privileged to pay
our tribute to him today.
Last week I spent five glorious days at a
Benedictine monastery in Hampshire –
with the Community of Our Lady and S
John at Alton. I was first introduced to
this Community of monks some 40
years ago, by Father Prescott and Fr
Stephen– I had attended an Additional
Curates Society Vocations Conference
at the Birmingham Diocesan Retreat
House – the Anglican one that is – at a
place called Wadderton; then later in
the same year, 1974, we spent a very
vibrant weekend at one of the Church
of England’s busiest parishes run by the
Company of Mission Priests, led by one
of the greats of the Catholic movement
in the Church of England of his day
Father Derek Gibbs at S Cecilia’s,
Parson Cross on the outskirts of
Sheffield, and then a weekend of
reflection at the Monastery at Alton, for
us to pray and discern (hopefully) the
will of God for us; and together with a
dozen or so other lads as a bright eyed
and blond 16 year old, the future
looked a little foredoing to say the least,
18

but the one person who never gave up
on me and so many many more like me
was Anthony Prescott. Canon Prescott
as he was to become through the
gracious offer of the Archbishop of
Wales, Archbishop Derrick Childs, who
was also Diocesan Bishop of
Monmouth.
Throughout the years following our first
meeting in 1974 – almost 40 years ago,
Fr Prescott kept the corridor of contact
open for, not just me, but a whole host
of other people who he believed had a
vocation to the priesthood and who in
the main didn’t fit the bill as far as the
organisation of the Church of
England/and in Wales were concerned.
Fr Prescott enabled many of us to
achieve what we believed God was
calling us to – and what Fr Prescott
believed; he promoted our causes with
the relevant bishops and DDO’s – the
one thing he was not, he was not afraid
of bishops and not averse to speaking to
them frankly and at times harshly if he
thought it right. There was an article he
wrote towards the end of his time in
Office as General Secretary of the
Additional Curates Society in which he
said that if Bishops always accepted the
advice of the Advisory Committee for
the Church’s Ministry (ACCM), then it

“

Fr Prescott enabled many of
us to achieve what we believed
God was calling us to

“
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simply ceased to be an Advisory
Committee.
It has to be said that Fr Prescott and Fr
Bond were the right people at the right
place at the right time, and in time of
course their number was swollen by the
arrival of a young Paul Martin – and
goodness knows how very exciting those
days of the 70’s and 80’s were for the
Catholic wing of the Church of England –
so much of it influenced by ACS and its
boys. There was the buzz at Walsingham
at the National, the glory and the fun at
the ACS London Festival and all the
other ‘do’s’ up and down the country
which testified to the vision and the
energy of those at ACS who were the
catalysts of much of what was happening.
Fr Prescott never failed to be there when
he was needed with words of advice and
encouragement and also at times the
words of rebuke as well.
The image of this tall, elegant man, often
sat at his desk with a fag clenched
between his teeth – how he did it and
never drop the ash down his shirt, I’ve
never fathomed; his risque remarks; Fr
Prescott did something that others in
authority often failed to do; he thanked
the Parochial Clergy for what they did,
working in often the most unrewarding
of parishes and parts of the country and
often with little encouragement – Father,
would go along to preach at the Sunday
Mass and either the night before would
take them out for dinner or for lunch on
the Sunday and would spoil them – and
they in turn were heartened by
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someone who had just taken the trouble
to say thank you, and that someone had
actually noticed that they existed and
took the trouble to do this very simple
act – this is something which he is
remembered for with great affection.
At his core of his being of course was a
love of and an understanding of the
priesthood and of how it should be lived
out in the Church of our day – all too
sadly of course the Church to which I
belong doesn’t recognise this. There are
those of course who still defend what he
believed to be true and which were the
motivating factors in our becoming
priests and who were moulded and
fashioned in our priesthood by priests of
the calibre of himself. We often hear
about people speaking of Giants in the
Faith – well Anthony Prescott was one of
them.
I am enormously grateful that Fr Stephen
and Fr Martin have allowed me this time
to speak – it is with a heart brimming
with love and gratitude to Fr Prescott
that I am here today and as I know
countless others could also testify to his
great love for that which God has called
us to share and which he himself shared
and others benefitted greatly from it.
Since his retirement and his new life in
the Roman Catholic Church living in
France – he still knew more about what
was happening in the Church of England!
As so many others have said – it is the
end of an era – but what a marvellous
party we had!

The Society sends its prayers to all
those recently ordained to the
Diaconate and Sacred Priesthood
Fr Stephen Charles Parker who was made deacon in the Cathedral Church of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Southwell.
Fr James William Leigh, who was made deacon in the Cathedral Church of
Christ, Blessed Mary the Virgin and S. Cuthbert of Durham.
Fr Richard Jonathan Norman, who was ordained Priest in the Parish Church of
S. Mary the Virgin at Rotherhithe.
Fr David Pickett, who was ordained Priest at St Michael & All Angels Church,
Edenham.
Fr Mark John Lyon, who was ordained Priest in the Parish Church of S. Wilfrid,
Bognor.
Fr Darren Percival, who was ordained Priest in the Parish Church of Saint John
the Baptist, Dodworth.
Fr Mischa Richards, who was ordained Deacon at the Cathedral Church of the
Holy Trinity, Chichester.
Fr Simon Paul Oakes, who was ordained to the Sacred Order of the Diaconate.
Fr Christopher Neil Johnson, who was made Deacon in the Cathedral and
Metropolitical Church of S. Peter in York.
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God of Surprises
Matthew Robinson

For someone who is naturally
cautious and afraid of heights the last
few years have felt alarmingly like
queuing for a roller-coaster at a
theme park!
I was established in my career as a
barrister and my wife Caroline and I
were looking forward to the arrival of
our daughter when we both started to
believe that God may be calling me to
consider ordination to the priesthood.
This seemed unlikely to say the least
and so we decided to think and pray
about it further before sharing our
thoughts with others. However, God
seemed less than keen on our caution
and soon other people, unknown to
one another, told us that they thought
I was being called.
I had first been interested in the
priesthood in my late teens but at the
time this did not develop into a sense
of vocation to ministry and
subsequently life had led in other
directions. But now I found that I
could not ignore this calling, despite
the fact that it seemed illogical; surely
Caroline would not be willing to
entertain all the upheaval entailed?
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(she was!), surely there was no future
for traditional catholics in the Church
of England? (the diocesan bishop and
DDO were encouraging!) How would
I ever manage the demands of work,
discernment and possible preparation
for a BAP and being a new father?
(Felicity slept through the night from
almost day one!).
In March I attended a BAP at Ely and in
Holy Week heard that I had been
recommended for training. Along the
way I have been helped immensely by
attending the Vocations Conferences
held by the catholic societies and by
the advice and prayers of Fr Darren at
the ACS, Fr Robert Farmer, our parish
priest at S. Mary’s, Wellingborough,
the Bishop of Richborough and many
others.
As we look forward to moving to St
Stephen’s House in September the
future feels exciting and challenging.
We’ve begun to learn to hold fairly
lightly to our own plans and trust God
more. One of the first books the
DDO gave me to read two years ago
was ‘God of Surprises’, we are
learning that He is!
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Give a Little Change a Lot
We would like to invite all our readership to consider joining our
regular giving initiative that does as the label says, “Make a
considerable difference” by donating a fairly small and insignificant
amount. Yes for just £1 per week (£4 a month) you can help the
ACS resource our Church and ensure the much-needed ministry
of priests not only for today but also for the future.
We at the ACS are in the business of transforming lives by praying
for vocations, encouraging vocations and paying for priests who
work in some of the toughest parishes in England and Wales. By
committing yourself to just £1 per week we can make some real
radical changes in the society that we live. So please join our
scheme by filling in the enclosed form and returning it to us here
at the Additional Curates Society, Gordon Browning House, 8
Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB or alternatively by logging on
to our website www.additionalcurates.co.uk and clicking on the
donations section where donations can be made using your
credit or debit card.

Legacies
Have you considered supporting the work of the Church through the ACS after your death?
The money received from legacies is the life blood of the Society, helping to put priests in
parishes, supporting the Church for many years to come.
If you would like to make a bequest to the ACS please use the following form of wording in
your Last Will and Testament.
“I give and bequeath to the Additional Curates Society and its work care of the General
Secretary, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
the sum of £_______________________________
(Instead of naming any particular amount of money you can
express a wish that a certain fraction of your estate should be
applied to the work of the ACS)
(free from all death or legal duties), to be applied for the
purpose of the work of the Additional Curates Society, and I
declare that the receipt of the General Secretary for the
time being of the Additional Curates Society shall be
sufficient discharge to my executors of the same.”
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GIFT AID DECLARATION
I desire that the Additional Curates Society treats all donations that I have made since the
6th April 2000 and all donations I make from the date of this declaration as a Gift Aid
Donation until I notify the Society otherwise.
I confirm that I am a UK tax payer and that my tax bill will always be more than or equal to
the amount of tax that the Additional Curates Society will be able to reclaim in the relevant
tax years.
Name ................................................................................................................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................
....................................................................................Post Code ......................................
Signed ................................................................................Dated ......................................
Parish ..............................................................................Diocese ......................................

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address ..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode ......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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40 Years a Priest

Father John Mortiboys
Not long after I had been Priested, the
Entrance Hymn was being sung
enthusiastically in a packed church at the
start of the Parish Mass in All Saints Reading
on a Sunday morning in Eastertide and I
was presiding. I was wearing a newly
acquired early 19th century chasuble for
the first time, covered in rich embroidery
and lots and lots of PEARLS. As some of
you have kindly remarked over the years, I
do rather go in for more colourful
chasubles. Anyway, as I moved down the
nave, preceded by clouds of incense, tapers
and everything else, I heard a loud STAGE
WHISPER from somewhere in the
congregation on my left.
And the anonymous female voice said
indignantly, 'WHO DOES HE THINK HE
IS? (I think it must have been the pearls....)
Anyway, the owner of that anonymous
voice, would have been astonished to
know how grateful I have been to her and
that I would be telling you about it nearly
40 years after the event. Because from that
day it became my practice, which still holds,
for me to say to myself every time I
approach the altar to say mass, 'Remember
who you are.' If I had had the opportunity
to answer at the time, I would have said, 'It
all depends on who you're talking about. If
you are talking about John Mortiboys then I
have to confess that he is really nothing
much to write home about - a drop in the
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ocean of humanity, just like you. If you are
talking about his purpose and function as a
priest, dressed, as he is, for celebrating the
Eucharist, there is nothing more amazing in
the whole wide world. And after 40 years I
would still give the same answer.
The logo of the Additional Curates Society
is 'Passionate about Priesthood'. And I want
today to be a celebration of the gift of
Priesthood to the People of God, with this
40th anniversary simply providing that
opportunity,
When in my late teens I couldn't get it out
of my head that I needed to be a Priest and
went to a formal selection conference, I
knew that I was bound to be asked, “Why
do you think you are being called to be a
Priest?” So I thought I'd better think up
some answers. Having thought them out, I
then realised that the reasons I had come
up with SHOULD be able to be given by
ANY Christian, not just those ordained. So
when eventually I was asked that very
question, I admitted quite honestly,
(thinking that it would finish me), that I
hadn't got a clue, but that the idea, the
COMPULSION, would not go away, even
though I knew very little about it. To my
bewilderment, the Priest who was talking to
me smiled knowingly and said that I couldn't
have given a better answer. The only other
thing I remember clearly from that
conference was that the Priest who was

leading it said something that sounded very
odd to an enthusiastic, inexperienced and
innocent young man. He said, “I do
sometimes wonder if it's the only way God
can keep some of us on the rails.” Almost 50
years on, much older and hopefully a little
wiser, after all the mutual joy and pain I have
shared with so many in this ministry, I have
seen how much potential truth can be
hidden inside an apparently throwaway line.
“Who does he think he is?”
At the beginning of this mass I said two
things. First, “In the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
And then I greeted
you all with the
words, “Grace,
mercy and peace
from God our
Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ be with
you.”
Now you may not
have thought about
it in this way before – I hadn't until a few
days ago - but I suddenly realised that those
few words, those two short sentences that
we are so familiar with that we never think
about them, actually encapsulate the whole
purpose and intent of Christian priesthood.
First I said, 'I am speaking to you in the name
of God.' On his behalf. I am acting as his
mouthpiece. Sent by him. And then I told
you, in his name, with his authority behind
me, the certainty of what he wants to
shower on you. Grace mercy and peace joy and hope - and I could go on and on -

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ be with you.
“Who does he think he is?” she said.
I am able to speak in this astonishing way,
without the otherwise most appalling
presumption, because I and all Bishops and
their Priests have a 2000 year old lineage,
going back to and through the Apostles to
our Lord, who commissioned the 12 to be
his Chosen particular Representatives, his
Ambassadors, a commission passed on to
their successors, our Bishops, Sacramentally,
in a sort of family tree, that the Church
rather grandly calls The Apostolic
Succession. A
bishop's ministry is a
ministry of
Oversight, oversight
of Sacramental
ministry, of Teaching
ministry, of
supporting and
building up and
encouraging both
individuals and
churches; of defending and expounding the
Faith, of drawing others to our Lord. Of
proclaiming the good news of the
Resurrection and leading others into that
Hope and Trust. Of confirming us in that
hope. It seems an impossible task in an
increasingly complicated world, and a
generally unsympathetic or sceptical one. But
the Apostles must have felt the same way.
And a Priest is similarly set apart for ever in
that same Succession, sacramentally, by his
bishop, to assist him and have a share in
most aspects of his oversight, while acting on
his Commission, which is the Lord's, and
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always in whatever role is devolved on him
by his bishop. This is not the world's kind of
authority and the Church of England wisely
speaks of Ministerial Priesthood. Nor does
it happen through any merit of our own.

which point us towards the presently
inexpressible reality of Love himself. So we
must never ever make the fundamentalist's
oh so dangerous error of mistaking any
such picture for the reality.

“Who does he think he is?”

I am convinced that God came into our
world, in a way beyond our understanding,
in the person of Jesus, to show us what He
is like in a way we CAN understand, as
much as we NEED to understand and as
far as we are ABLE to understand: that is in human terms and experience. That God
is self giving, self-emptying, self sacrificing
Love Himself; that He always loves us no
matter who we are; not because we are
good, but because He is Good; that He
will never let us
go, that He is
always
alongside us as
we live our
lives and travel
on our journey
through this
strange and
often tragic
world, not to our lives' end, but to their
real beginning. We Priests are here, in the
name of the Lord, to give you the certainty
of that Hope.

We Priests are Representative figures. I will
always remain John, Ian will always remain
Ian, Philip will always remain Philip, and all
of us will always remain individuals in our
own right, with our different personalities
and gifts - or lack of them - but none of us
can ever again be JUST individuals. Because
of what has been placed on us, in great
measure the Church and the message of
Christ will be judged by
what people rightly –
or wrongly – perceive
in US to our dying day.
And that is sometimes
a heavy weight to carry.
Why me? Why any of
us? We are all flawed as
you are.
The older I get, the simpler the heart of the
Gospel seems and the more simply I try to
communicate it in words. But when you
think about it, we are creatures of time and
space and so are the words we use. So in
talking about the things of God our
language is inevitably inadequate. We are
forced back on using pictures to point us
towards truths which are inexpressible as
Cranmer says in the collect for All Saints
Day. Pictures, whether of simple stories or
of high flown philosophical systems. Yet
none of them are more than pictures
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'There is no place where earth's sorrows
are more felt than up in heaven; there is no
place where earth's failings have such kindly
judgement given. For the Love of God is
broader than the measure of man's mind
and the Heart of the Eternal is most
wonderfully kind.'

Fr. Bob, killed a little way along the road
outside about 3 months ago, and who
would have been standing at my right as
Deacon of the Mass today, understood that
very well, and while we will be conscious
of the gap that he has left for a long time to
come, we can rejoice for him. Instead of
my mother sitting about five seats back in
front of the pulpit as she did for my 25th
anniversary, I presided at her Funeral Rites
a few months ago. We can rejoice for her.
What I am so thankful for, is that I am still
never more my
true self than
when I am
celebrating the
Sacraments,
what the Book
of Common
Prayer calls the
Means of Grace;
in my renewing
our Lord's words at the Last Supper where
now, in time, we touch eternity and are
present again in the upper room, at
Calvary, in the Tomb, at the Resurrection,
the Ascension, and Pentecost and the Lord
is uniquely present among us; when before
anointing the sick I lay my hands on them
and say, “In the touch of my hands, know
and feel the loving touch of our Lord”;
when to someone near death I can say,
“The Lord has sent me to you to tell you
that He loves you more than you can ever
imagine, and to place you firmly and safely
in His care.” And I am also so thankful that
it has always been understood by the
Church that the objectivity, the certainty, of
the Church's sacraments does not depend
on the worthiness of its Ministers.

I have laughed with, grieved with, rejoiced
with, enjoyed the company and fellowship
of so many good people over these years,
many of who are now where we all long to
be. It has all been the most wonderful
privilege.
Bishop Thomas Ken, one of the great saints
of the Church of England in the troubled
17th century, wrote the poem I'm going to
read to you now. The language may sound
a bit archaic, but the substance is as true
today as it has always been. He wrote:
'Give me a Priest
these Graces may
possess:
From an Ambassador,
a just address; a
Father's tenderness, a
Shepherd's care; a
Father's courage, who
the cross can bear; a
Reader's and a Watchman's wakeful eye; a
Pilot's skill, the helm in storm to ply; a
Father's patience and a Labourer's toil; a
Guide – dexterity to dis-embroil; a
Prophet's inspiration from above; a
Teacher's knowledge and a Saviour's love.'
The very best of us can only approximate
to that description. Like you we are all
flawed. So that we all have to help each
other to pick ourselves up again when we
fail in our overlapping, complimentary, but
different ministries, by our patience and our
understanding and our deepening love for
each other in Christ. We are in this boat
together.
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Meditation...Welcome...
Father, we come to Church to worship -To listen and talk, learn and pray.
We’ve come to meet our friends – young and old.
We’ve come to hear more about Jesus –
And to share with others what we already know.
Father, that’s why we’ve come to Church - And come gladly.
When we go home, help us to be the Church - Your people, living in your world.
(from the Lion Prayer Collection)
“Father we come to Church to worship”
We give God his “worth-ship” …. The best we can give.
Father, help us to worship.

“Father, we come to Church to listen and talk, learn and pray”
We are quick to talk but not to listen and therefore we do not always learn
from others. Our prayers can be too long and loud, not leaving room for
silence and solitude.
Father, help us to be more at home with silence and solitude so that we may
humbly come to you… and just be…

“We’ve come to meet our friends – young and old”
It is hard at times to be all inclusive – We tend to congregate and make
friends amongst those who are more like us.
Lord, teach us to treat everyone with the same respect and love.

“We’ve come to hear more about Jesus – and to share with others
what we already know”
How do we share our knowledge of Jesus with others? Perhaps the best
way is through what others observe in us. How does our faith shape our
life? Does it make a difference when we are faced with life’s hurdles and
problems?
Lord, help us to show you to others through our own actions and attitudes.
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“Father, that’s why we’ve come to Church – and come gladly”
Maybe we can only “come gladly” when we are fully prepared to meet with
Jesus.
Do we come fully prepared? Do we come with an intention at Communion. Do
we come asking to be forgiven for all the petty (and not so petty) sins and failings
of the past week. Do we come longing to be forgiven and looking forward to a
fresh start?
Lord Jesus, help us to prepare to come to you.

“When we go home help us to be the Church – your people, living in the
world.”
So….Dear Lord, may others at home, in our neighbourhood, amongst our
friends and work mates, learn about you……… through us! Amen.
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