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Many thanks
Thanksgiving comes from Father Jeremy
Dowding, Vicar of Thorpe-le-Soken, Clactonon-Sea, for 25 years of priesthood.
And our thanks goes to his congregation
who gave £250 to ACS to mark this occasion.
Janet and Derek Yeates from the Parish of St
Mary the Virgin, Felpham, Bognor Regis raised
£432.39 from a Lenten Lunch.
Our thanks go to Janet & Derek for all their
hard work.

We send our congratulations and blessings
to Fr Brian Pithers of St Barnabas
Morecambe who recently celebrated his
golden anniversary Mass.
Likewise we send our congratulations and
thanks to Rev Paul Marc Winchester who
celebrated his 33rd year of ordination.
Rev Canon Michael Long celebrates his 60th
Anniversary of ordination.
And
Father Jeremy Dowding celebrates 25 years
in the priesthood.
All these churches sent generous donations in
thanksgiving for these faithful priests.
Huge thanks also for the donation from St
Martin’s Torquay.

Not to be outdone:
Rev Canon Michael Long (who
was priest in charge of St Clements
for several years and currently
Honorary Assistant Priest for the
Quintet Benefice in Norfolk),
sends us a very generous retiring
collection which he has shared
with the Church.
Thank you Father for £150. This is
to celebrate and give thanks for 60
years of priesthood.

We send our congratulations and
blessings to Fr Brian Pithers of St
Barnabas Morecambe who
recently celebrated his golden
anniversary Mass.

And ....after a well earned rest
after illness, Bob Milner (from St
Christopher and St Nicholas
Blackburn, ) didn’t just send a
donation – he walked the lights of
Blackpool covering six miles
together with Margaret and
Mary, raising £177.50 for ACS in
the process. Congratulations and
thanks to the three of you.

We are always happy to receive information of how your parish has raised funds – it could be of use
to another parish! Thanks also to the many Priests who asked for the collection at their Ordinations
or First Mass to be donated to the ACS.
We are also very grateful to those who families who donated funds collected at a loved one’s funeral
Mass, and can assure them of our prayers here for them all and also for their departed loved ones.
May the rest in peace and rise in glory. Jesus Mercy, Mary Pray.

Good News
2018 is certainly going to be a date that we
will all remember at the Additional Curates
Society, because it not only marks our
180th anniversary of being founded by
Joshua Watson, but also the most significant
change since the early 90’s, if not even
before then. Father Kit in a later article is
going to outline for you all the reasons why
the Council made the monumental decision
to move premises. So later this year, most
probably after Easter, we will be moving out
of Spitfire Road and into Birmingham City
Centre taking up residence at 16
Commercial Street.
This decision has not been an easy one for
us to take and partly has been thrust upon us
because of circumstance, such as the
deterioration in our present facilities and the
retirement of John Kearney after almost 30
years. But it also represents a reaffirming of
our commitment to the core purpose of the
ACS which is quite simply to provide priests
for parishes. I wanted to pay tribute not
only to the outstanding work that John has
done over the years, but also to say an
enormous thank you to Carole Hartill who
sadly will not be moving with us to
Commercial Street, now that it has been
decided that the Society will no longer trade
in the way it has in the past. Can I
encourage you all please not only to keep us
in your prayers, but most especially to pray
for Carole and John as they embark on a
new chapter in their lives. Continue to pray

for vocations, because quite frankly this
needs to be at the fore front of all of our
minds; and pray that strategically the ACS
will be in the right position to continue its
primary task of providing priests for parishes.
Please watch out for more information on
this exciting move by following us on our
website www.additionalcurates.co.uk or
Facebook Page. Later on in the magazine
you will find details of practical ways that you
can support the ACS as we move forward
and move on.

Fr Darren Smith

Ain’t no stopping us now!
We’re on the move!

In March 2017 the Additional Curates Society
Council held an important meeting whose
purpose was to consider the role and scope of
the ACS in the years ahead.

It is almost a truism to say that the Church has
been undergoing some significant change in recent
years and, as it has from its foundation, the ACS is
seeking to be an effective asset to parishes in a
way that meets the demands and conditions of life
today. The ACS was originally founded to provide
“additional curates”, especially for “poor and
populous parishes”. The word “curates” of
course, contained the old meaning of the word, as
found in the Prayer Book, and simply means
“parish clergy”. Until well into the 20th Century,
parishes were self-supporting, and provision of
clergy often made no reference to the populations
being served. This was especially so in the new
and growing areas of our cities up and down the
country. The ACS was founded to help address
this inequality.
As the Church of England began to rationalise its
finances and funding during the course of the last
century, this original purpose became less
necessary and the focus began to be placed upon
“assistant clergy”, usually those continuing their
ministerial training in their first parishes after
ordination. The ACS became very busy in helping
parishes to provide suitable accommodation and
adequate expenses for these new clergy. In
recent years, however, the provision of this has
been taken on by individual dioceses, though
some parishes still need help with meeting
expenses.
More and more, the ACS is being asked again to
provide funding for parish priests, especially as
their number becomes more scarce and most
diocese are now struggling to find enough money
to pay them. Many parishes are being
amalgamated and, not infrequently, clergy jobs are
being reduced to half-time or “house for duty”
posts. There are several parishes at the moment
around the country that already benefit from ACS
grants so that they can have their own priest.
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It was obvious that this situation was not going to
get better in the short term and the ACS Council
was trying to think how best to respond to this
situation. A very careful assessment was carried
out about the activities of the ACS over the past
few decades to see whether they continued to be
viable or even useful.
Many people will remember the move of the ACS
headquarters from Washwood Heath in
Birmingham to its present home on the Spitfire
Industrial Estate. Although a rather functional
building, it was thought appropriate at the time to
house the growing printing activities which
became such a feature of our work in the
following years. It has also housed the retail
activities which have been part of our work in
more recent times.
However, the present building is beginning to
show its age and we were faced with a very large
bill to rectify many problems and to bring it up to
date with current requirements. In addition, the
printing work has failed to meet its costs in most
of that time and the retail environment has
become much more competitive. Added to this
was the difficulty people had in visiting the
premises by public transport. The Council was
faced with a decision: to retain the present
premises and spend a considerable amount on
refurbishment, or to seek alternative premises
which would be more suited to the way the ACS
was going to operate in the future. As you will
guess from the headline, the Council decided on
the second option!
This is to inform you of the exciting news that
after Easter 2018 the new ACS headquarters will
be housed right in Birmingham city centre in
premises specially designed to cater for our
activities and to accommodate future plans. The
new ACS home will be in Commercial Street,
right next to the Mailbox – so plenty of catering
and shopping opportunities for our visitors as well!
It is only a short walk from New Street railway
station, which will be much more convenient than
our present premises. You will find full contact

details elsewhere in this magazine. For the
moment, we ask you for your continued prayers
and support as we make preparations for this
move. Please particularly pray for our General
Secretary, Fr Darren Smith, who has had to add
the negotiations for the premises and their
adaptation to our uses to his already busy
schedule, by no means a simple and
straightforward task, as anyone knows who has
moved house or had the builders in!

Planning for the Future
The move to Commercial Street is about much
more than simply providing us with shiny new
offices and coffee machines! It is affording us
intriguing possibilities as to how we shall operate
in the foreseeable future. We would like to share
with you some of our thoughts how all this will
take shape and what the main priorities are going
to be as we continue to be faithful to the
principles of our founders.
As alluded to earlier on, we made the decision to
bring to a close both the printing and the retail
side of our activities. There are now so many
sources for such services, especially in this digital
age, that we would struggle to remain
competitive. The change also frees us up to
concentrate on other activities and priorities which
we considered to be closer to our core values.
One of these principal areas of interest is in our
work for vocations. The ACS already does
important work in the task of encouraging and
fostering vocations through highly successful
Vocations Conferences, funding for placements
and the sensitive support and encouragement of
individuals. We shall be continuing this work and
also cooperating with others to make the total
impact more effective.

Encouraging vocations is a non-stop activity for the
whole Church, but the need has never been
more pressing than at the present time. There
has been a steady drop ( with some fluctuations )
in the number of people being trained for
ordination over several decades and many people
will remember with regret the closure of so many
excellent training establishments and courses
during that time. To this we must add the
repercussions from the fact that many clergy who
were ordained in a “boom time” in the late 1970’s
are now retiring and parishes are finding it
increasingly difficult to find replacements.
As a response to this, the ACS is hoping to
embark on a major programme of particular
focussing on the subject of vocations, in all its
many wide parameters. Instead of simply
responding to expressions of interest, we are
hoping to explore ways in which the whole
Church community can be more proactive in
encouraging others to consider a life of service in
the Church. This is a task that involves the laity
as well as the clergy, targeting our children,
our young people as well as older potential
candidates. To achieve this we are planning to
hold training sessions in our new premises for
different groups of people to help them to think
more effectively about encouraging vocations
and to plan appropriate actions. We are already in
the process of identifying people who have
particular skills and experience in these areas and
who we hope will be guiding us in our thinking
and planning.
The new premises will have space for groups up
to about thirty for this and other purposes and we
also hope that other groups, churches and
societies will come to see them as a resource
which they can profitably use as well. We think
that our new headquarters, strategically placed as
they are in a city centre in the middle of the
country, will become a real and effective resource
both for ourselves and others. We sincerely hope
that you, as a supporter of the ACS, will continue
to pray for our work as we prepare for the next
stage in our life and the exciting possibilities that
it affords.

Fr Christopher Dunkley
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Change is always challenging.

Change is always challenging. It can be exciting too,
but the process is often quite daunting. The Church
in every age and in every era of its life has always
had challenges to face, because of the changing
circumstances in which she finds herself. Today its
no different. Every Diocese is facing very major
challenges – as is the Church of England itself.
Whatever the challenges there may be, we always
have to remember it is God’s Church; we serve the
Lord of the Church and the Church will prevail. As
with the whole are of vocation there can be no
such thing as a crisis in the Church, even if the odds
seem set against us or what we may be trying to
achieve would stretch our resources to breaking
point. We need always to remember we are in the
business not of ‘success’ (not a New Testament
word, as Bishop Brian Masters was so found of
reminding us always) but of ‘faithfulness’. We are
called to be good stewards of all that God has
provided and He himself, with our cooperation, will
bring it to fulfilment.
It is the same with the Additional Curates Society.
We need to face the changes that are necessary and
inevitable with confidence and in the knowledge
that what we are trying to achieve for the sake of
the Church’s mission will indeed be blessed by
God. So it is that the headquarters of ACS will now
move from the outskirts of the city of Birmingham
to its centre. – within just a few hundred yards of
New Street Station. The premises which we have
secured could not be better situated and, I believe,
will very well suit our purposes for all that we
undertake to do in the future.

We leave Gordon Browning House behind after 25
years of service. Inevitably there is a sense of
sadness to see it go, especially by those of us who
have known it so well all these years. It has been
the headquarters for all our printing business. In so
many ways, ACS has paved the way – not just in
Catholic circles either – for much devotional and
liturgical resources, which we now take for granted
in our Parishes. In the late 80’s and early 90’s before
the arrival of Common Worship and only with what
was then the new translation of the Roman Missal
to go on, the ACS provided a wealth of material and
made it accessible to Parishes up and down the
land. It was even known as the ACS rite. Buildings
6

do not last for ever. What was so invaluable in one
generation becomes obsolete in another. So we are
led now into pastures new. The need to provide
Priests especially in the poor and populous parishes
of our Church remains. The financial resources are
stretched whatever you go; parishes are being
amalgamated and clergy cuts are all too frequent
there is the need as always to build up the Church
Mission. Almost every diocese in the Church of
England has a call out at the moment of an increase
in vocation to the Sacred Priesthood. There is the
vital task to resource Parishes in funding it ministry
and to help in whatever way we can with the work
of Vocations. ACS will continue to promote
Priesthood in all it does.
As Chairman of the ACS at this time, I would like to
put on record our enormous appreciation of all the
staff, who have worked at Gordon Browning House
and who have served the Church so faithfully.
They have provided the human face of the Society
and made it work for the benefit of so many
parishes up and down the country.
ACS needs your support and prayer as never
before, if we are going to continue with our work
given the new opportunities and to meet the
challenges facing us in the future. We have to
undertake this work with seriousness and
commitment – of which these new headquarters is
a sign – while seeking always to be faithful to the
work God is calling us, which has remained the
same since the foundation of the Society by Joshua
Watson in 1846. As it was before, it is now, and so
it will continue – and pray God, He will bring all
things to its fulfilment according to his will for His
Church. Exciting times do indeed lie ahead and we
are now ready to meet the challenge.

The Revd Prebendary David Houlding

Our New Premises
We are literally moving from “Pie in the sky”
to “Civvy Street” from Spitfire Road to
Commercial Street in Birmingham. In 1992
when the ACS made the decision to move
into Spitfire Road, it was indeed the right
thing to do. A vast industrial unit that could
be partitioned as we required to house
printing presses, distribution and
warehousing as well as some office space
and a chapel. For many years with the
advantage of adequate free parking the ACS
has successfully operated from these
premises.
One of our absolute commitments has
always been to giving back every penny
donated to the work of priestly vocations
and to this end, in all honesty, these
premises have been somewhat neglected,
so after 25 years they are showing some
much needed areas of improvement. A
recent full inspection by a surveyor pointed
out that not only were we contravening
various requirements in Law, so there is no
disabled toilet and disabled access to parts
of the building. No ventilation in two of the

offices. The heating system was now 25
years old, the air cooling system, which is
much needed when you have a tin roof is
not only obsolete but only operates in one
office. The unit requires re-wiring a new
roof and a complete reconfiguration so that
offices that don’t have any windows or air
could benefit from these. The cost this far
outstripped the actual value of the
premises.
Secondly the way things have evolved now
one of our main focuses, and very much at
the heart and primary core of the Additional
Curates Society charism, is to encourage
vocations. It is very difficult to visit us here
in Spitfire Road unless you have a car as we
are not on a main bus route, nor are we
near a railway station and we are almost 8
miles from the City Centre. Our new
premises are within a few minutes’ walk of
New Street station which is one of the main
commuter hubs for Birmingham and indeed
the largest railway station in England outside
of London with over 170,000 passengers a
day so it is easy for people to get to us using
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public transport, buses, trams and trains are
all on our doorstep and we are next to the
iconic and prestigious Mail Box
development with prime retailers such as
Harvey Nics and Heals.
We have been very blessed in working
alongside F M Architects who have worked
on former Estate Agents premises and City
Centre Flats to form for us our new state of
the art office and meeting room. You will
see from these plans that we have
attempted to make the building adaptable
making use of every square inch and
attempting to make the building suitable for
future innovations. A lease line will be
installed which will give us amazing upload
and download speeds, facilitating all our
calls to be directed through the internet
and thus not requiring a change of number.
Wifi will be available in the meeting room,
as will special charging points for people’s
mobiles and our interactive smartboard will
aid with presentation and teaching sessions.
On entering visitors will be greeted with
the site of our homely kitchen where there
is going to be the inviting smell of fresh
ground coffee and freshly brewed tea for all

4800

4800

who call in. There is a meeting room
designed for 30 people with the facilities
already outlined and a enabled toilet which
will include baby change facilities. There
will also be our print room where some of
the printing work of the ACS will continue.
Upstairs we have formed 4 offices for our
staff and one has been specifically
earmarked for the newly created post of
Communications Officer for the Church
Union. We will continue to administer
CBS, Glastonbury and the Church Union
from our new premises and upstairs also
boasts a small tea point for the staff and a
second toilet.
So other than being more accessible, so
there is no excuse for people not to visit,
and giving a beautiful meeting room where
we can put on those special events and
conferences for small and medium sized
groups to encourage vocations as well as
having room to meet with individuals who
are exploring ordination. What else will
Commercial Street offer the ACS? Well
quite simply we will be on the High Street,
alongside the Army Careers Office and the
Job Centre, bringing to the fore the
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concept of priestly vocations. We are going
to be open, accessible and flexible and for
all the staff there will be an opportunity not
only to see the daylight, but to open a
window and take in fresh air.
These premises are a real investment in the
future. Our future as Traditionalists in the
Church of England and the future of the
Catholic faith. The sale of Spitfire Road
obviously is going a long way to covering
the cost of these premises and the Council
are adamant that nothing will be taken from

the ordinary donations that fund our
important work. That is why we are asking
if individuals can help. This is a one off
opportunity and there certainly has been
nothing like it all the time I have been
associated wtth the ACS, but individuals
and parishes are being asked to give
generously, either by sponsoring or
purchasing a specific item of furniture or by
making a one off donation towards the
overall costs. Would you consider one of
the following.
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THANK YOU!
A gift of £5,000 that would pay for the creation of
one of the offices and would bear the name or
names of the individual person.
A gift of £3,000 which will help to purchase the
kitchen units and facilitate catering for our
conferences.
A gift of £2000 which will pay for the state of the art
interactive smartboard which will help deliver
conferences and talks.
A gift of £1,000 which will help to furnish one of our
offices with a desk, chair, filing cabinet and armchair.
A gift of £500 to pay for one of the 6 new
computers that are required.
A gift of £250 which will help purchase one of the
electrical appliances for the kitchen which includes
refrigerators and cooker.
A gift of £200 to pay for the meeting room tables
and we need 8 of these.

A gift of £150 to pay for the baby change facilities.
Or a smaller gift of £100 which will help purchase
one of the 30 Meeting room chairs.
Or £50 that will help purchase smaller items such as
crockery, cutlery, and glass ware.
Or any donations of any amount that will all go
towards helping this exciting project.
Please fill in the enclosed form and return it to us
as soon as possible with your gift and indicate
what, if any item you wish to purchase outright
and any dedication you would like including.
10

Please accept £
donation towards the investment being made by
the Society for the future of the our Church.
I would like my money to be used specifically towards
(Please Specify if there is a particular item you want to purchase.

Any Dedication

I am a UX taxpayer and understand that if I pay Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than
the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to
pay any difference.
Title

First Name of initial(s)

Surname
Full home address

Postcode:

Signature

I enclose a cheque for the full amount
Or
Credit Card details.
Card Number
Expiry Date

Issue No if applicable

Security Code
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John Kearney Retires after
22 years at ACS

John Kearney has worked at ACS for twentytwo years, that is since 1995 when Father
Prescott offered him a job and he moved to
Birmingham from Torbay. In Devon John had
run a small Guest House, but by the time of
his move, he was working in the Print Trade.
As a young man, he had done a full-time
Apprenticeship as a Compositor. Essentially,
this is a type setter. “It was my job to set the
letters ready for printing,” he said, “It was
done in metal and because of the printing
process, had to be done upside down.”

“I have no plans for the future. I do not know
what I am doing in the future. I shall miss
going into work every day certainly. I have
enjoyed working with the staff at ACS, and I
shall miss them.
“It has been very enjoyable doing this for the
folk in the parishes, and meeting people that –
had it not been for ACS – I would never have
met.

“I do not intend to be idle. My life is heavily
into local churches in Birmingham and I have
no intention of withdrawing from that work.
It is very different now. The job is all done by Liturgy is a deep interest of mine, along with
computers. He arrives at ACS in the morning, serving at the Altar, being the MC at Mass as
and the first thing he does is to switch on the well as training young people to Serve. These
computer, and start the day. “It is basically the are important aspects of my Faith.
same job, but done on a computer. At ACS
“God bless all Good News readers, and
we have been printing Mass Booklets, cards
thank
you for the past twenty-two years.”
for Embertide and ordinations, Christmas and
Easter cards, as well as small magazines for
parishes.
“I have enjoyed the print all my life, but at ACS
it brought two parts of my life together: print
and the Catholic Faith.”
John enjoyed using his experience and
knowledge of printing to help the church
produce high quality work. “I think the best
achievement at ACS was working with people
during their discernment for the priesthood.
We met through the ACS vocational
conferences. This work has been a great
blessing for me.”
“Working with clergy has its challenges.
Because everyone now has their own
computer, it can be difficult to convince them
of what is and what is not possible.
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“I have enjoyed the print all my life,
but at ACS it brought two parts of
my life together: print and the
Catholic Faith.”
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Deacon Sarah Gillard-Faulkner
Born and raised in Newport, South East Wales, I
have been brought up in the tradition of the
Church in Wales, with both my mother and
father being key figures is several church
communities. It was not until I was 18 and left
home to study at university that I found my
spiritual identity. Through friends, I associated
myself much more to the catholic tradition, and
with the appointment of an influential priest, in
Newport when I returned from study did I
really engage in the Anglo-Catholic tradition.
I embarked upon a successful career as a
secondary school teacher until one day a
conversation lead me down the path of
considering more deeply my vocation. Here was
to begin a journey that has been, and in many
respects continues to be, an adventure. A woman
in the catholic tradition offering herself for the

ordained life. I had from the beginning of this road
a clear sense that, what ever some vocations
advisors had said, I was not called to the
priesthood. And so for many years it has been a
journey to discover what the distinctive diaconate
meant in the church of the 21st century.
Ordained in 2009 by the then Bishop of
Monmouth I served my title in the valley’s parishes
of Abertillery, with Cwmtillery, Six Bells, Lllanhilleth
and Aberbeeg and well as throughout it working
with a team to develop a youth community within
the diocese through the mediums of Music,
Drama and liturgy. The end of my curacy saw a
difficult time for the diocesan team who, at that
point, were unsure what to do with me and so I
was left wondering what the next stage of ministry
would hold.

It was at this point in 2012 that the then
Managing chaplain of HMP Cardiff took me
under his wing and more formally, having spent
some time there during my theological training,
employed me to work as a chaplain 2 hours a
week in that establishment. Within a few
months I was working part time at 3
establishments in the South Wales region. It is
an intrinsic call of the church to be present in
these communities. And a call to which few
respond. This went hand in hand with
becoming the new Bishop of Monmouth’s
liturgical chaplain and continuing with the youth
work as a non stipendiary minister in a parish in
the city of Newport.

first ordained female to take a seat in this forum.
And for me, as I hope for the society, a brave
and well placed move. I bring with me a whole
host of experience from a church, as connected
as it is in being an Anglican province, is very
different in its culture. The Church in Wales is a
smaller more family styled province who has, in
my own experience, has by several of its
Bishop’s over the time I was there, been
welcoming to those of us of such a tradition
amongst them. So I bring with me that
experience of finding space within a church that
has no formal strategy for a place for AngloCatholics but seeks in love to make that space
for all to engage.

Young people have always been a part of my life,
as I started teaching at the age of 17, and it was
back to young people I’d be drawn into a more
settled parish setting, when in 2014 I was
appointed to be the Sub Prior of the Holywell
Community in Abergavenny, a community which
the ACS has supported since its conception at
that point. So for 2 and a half years, whilst still
ministering to the various prison communities I
was involved in, I walked alongside 6 young
people in living in the spirit of the rule of St
Benedict.

I bring with me the rather unusual context of
being ordained as a Deacon and living in the
Anglo-Catholic tradition. It at times feels like the
church wide struggles with those who exercise a
similar ministry to myself. In truth some in the
Anglo-Catholic tradition seem not to be so sure
about my existence because, a woman in a
collar is just wrong! And those in the more
liberal tradition seem to see me as some kind of
traitor to womankind! Those situations
withstanding I bring the reality that we have a
church that is predominantly attended faithfully
by women. So I hope to be able to help the
society answer questions about how do we
speak into the real set up of the congregations
we have in front of us.

In some strange way for me prison ministry has
been ever so slightly addictive in its nature.
Through it the Diaconate really takes its shape.
Building the bridge between the church and the
outcasts of society seems to fulfil what those
early Deacon’s in fist century Jerusalem were
doing. And so in July 2017 I began the next
stage of the adventure and this time a huge
change of life and place for me. In April last year
I was appointed as the full time Church of
England chaplain at HMP Onley. The church
that we peaked over the river seven at
occasionally was not going to be my new family!
And now on 6 months I’m fairly much part of
the furniture in this new prison community and
still discovering how the Church of England
works as an entity!
And in that transition period Fr Darren asked me
to join the ACS council as one of its members.
A huge honour for me to be considered. The

I hope that my experience of working with
younger people can be something with the ACS
can use to its advantage in encouraging younger
people to consider their own vocation in the
context of their own discipleship. I look forward
to being given the opportunity to speak into the
discussions on vocation and the catholic tradition
and hopefully widen the horizon of the church in
their concepts of the needs of the church today.
To bring a new perspective to the work of the
ACS I hope and pray will further encourage
the church in its needs to engage the church
with the reality of the world in which we live,
so that the gospel message may continue to
be engaged in the world of today.
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The ACS Shop

www.acsreligiousgoods.co.uk
Call: 0121 382 5533

SALE

1) Angel Pen
Our hugely popular Angel Pens. A ball point
metal pen, diamond cut in silver coloured case
with a golden coloured guardian angel motif in
a presentation box lined with red velvet to
enhance the beauty of this gift.

Was £5.99
Now £3.00

2) Holy Spirit Cross

3) Guardian Angel Bracelet
5 1/4” Laser Cut Holy Spirit Cross with
Gold Highlights. Presented complete
with Gift Box.

Was £5.49
Now £3.00

A delightful bright silver plated
Guardian Angel expandable
bracelet which is 2 ¾” in
diameter. These are packaged in
a single presentation box resting
upon a padded white cushion,
which would make an ideal
present.

Was £6.99 Now £3.50
4) Eucharistic Minister Cross
In a gold plate with circular Eucharistic Minister emblem and black
hanging cord. Certificate reading - “In appreciation of the service
to the Lord presented to ....date and by” -Gift Boxed.

Was £5.99 Now £3.00
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Some unbelievable offers available on a first come first served basis.
So don’t delay and get it today!

6) Altar Bells - Bird Design

5) Home Communion Set

Four bell brass Altar Bells. Beautifully designed with
a singing bird perched above each bell.

A top quality leather case with red water
silk lining, with double closing metal clip
for added safety.

Was £275
Now £140

Was £96
Now £50

8) Reliquey

7) Brass Thurible

Was £199
Now £100

4 Chain Polished Brass
Thurible, approximately
5 inches in diameter with
height at 6.5 inches.
Total height 34 inches
including chains.

Was £274
Now £150

Order Form
1) Angel Pen

£3.00

Name............................................................

2) Holy Spirit Cross

£3.00

Address ........................................................

3) Guardian Angel Bracelet

£3.50

....................................................................

4) Eucharistic Minister Cross

£3.00

....................................Post Code................

5) Home Communion Set

£50

Email ............................................................

6) Altar Bells - Bird Design

£140

Tel No ..........................................................

7) Brass Thurable

£150

8) Reliquey

£100

Post & Packaging £1.50

Card Details
Card No........................................................
Start Date......................Expiry Date ..............

Please make cheques payable to “Additional Curates
Society” and return to: Additional Curates Society, Gordon
Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB

Issue No ......................Security Code ..........
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Fr Justin Hutcherson
from Corringham
writes..

AS I enter the second year of Priesthood
vocations have very much been on my mind,
and particularly the way in which God calls us to
multiple things. Whilst, in my experience, it is
common for those called to ordained ministry to
talk about the conflict and pull these vocations
can have, my experience has been one of
enrichment and complementarity. More than
ever I know that God needs priests in the
Church whose lives reflect those whom he has
called us to minister amongst.
Since my last report to ACS I have been triply
blessed; first through making the wonderful Anna
my wife; secondly and thirdly by the very recent
arrival of our twin boys, Henry and Jacob.
Becoming a married man and a dad has called
for a time of real prayer and reflection about
how I am called to serve God, and how we as a
family might be best placed to call workers to the
great harvest He has set before us. As you can
imagine this has required a real change for me
who entered ordained ministry as a single man,
expecting to remain so.
Family circumstances have, as might be imagined,
made for a busy year in the parish. Among
some of the many things that have continued to
go from strength to strength is our ‘Messy Mass’,
now in its second year and attracting new
families to our worshipping congregation.
Alongside this there has been a greater emphasis
on teaching, with the introduction of quarterly
‘extended church’ sessions, which give the
congregation the opportunity to explore faith
and scripture at a deeper level following the
principle Sunday service. I have also introduced
to this parish a baptism visitors scheme, giving
the laity the opportunity to share what its really
like to be part of our church family with those
who come to us for baptisms throughout the
year. This last project has given me a real insight
into the way in which a priest can truly exercise a
teaching ministry and extend the reach of the
Church through empowering all God’s people in
our joint task.

With a little more experience and confidence I
have been able to make myself useful beyond
the bounds of our benefice, assisting with
preaching and presiding in parishes across the
archdeaconry. It has helped give me a valuable
insight into the life of different congregations.
Much of this has been with congregations unable
to support a curate of their own, and it has been
a privilege to be able to share some of the
benefits of having a curate with these parishes;
a reminder that vocations are alive and well in
the Church.
As I begin to consider where God might be
calling me next I am grateful to ACS for making it
possible for our parish to support a curate. The
training opportunities and huge support they
have been able to offer would otherwise have
been missed for want of adequate funds, as is
the case with so many good parishes across the
country. So thank you to all those who, through
their generosity, make possible for curates like
me to have a quality curacy in preparation for
serving a congregation of our own.

A busy year indeed - A gluton for punishment more like. Ed)
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Gift Aid declaration for past, present & future donations
THE ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY Gordon Browning House, Unit 7 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of money made
today

in the past 4 years

in the future

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.
Donor’s details

Please notify the charity or CASC if you:

Title............. First name or initial(s)..........................

Want to cancel this declaration

Surname.................................................................

Change your name or home address

Full home address ...................................................

No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or
capital gains.

...............................................................................
..............................................Postcode...................
Date........................................................................
Signature .................................................................

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want
to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include
all your Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or
ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

BANKER’S ORDER (please use capital letters)
To (Name & Address of your own Bank) ............................................................................................
............................................................................Postcode ..............................................................
PLEASE PAY:
Bank of Scotland, 55 Temple Row, Birmingham B2 5LS Your Bank Account No:
Bank Sort Code: 12-05-65 • Account No: 06074410
....................................................................
for the credit of the Additional Curates Society
The sum of £ ........................(amount in figures)
(amount in words) ............................................................................................................................
on ....................................................................and thereafter on the same day of each month/year
for ....................................................................years/or until I cancel it in writing.
Signature ..........................................................Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Revd/etc) ................................
Address..............................................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postcode......................................................
IMPORTANT
If you are signing a Gift Aid Declaration and wish to pay by Banker’s Order,
please complete the above and return to:
ADDITIONAL CURATES SOCIETY, Gordon Browning House, 8 Spitfire Road, Birmingham B24 9PB
Thank you for supporting the work of ACS
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