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It was to see the world that I left Australia
seven days before my twentieth birthday.
Somehow England was in my blood before I
even arrived. I won a Temperance Exam
when I was 9 and as well as signing the
pledge I won the prize of a picture book of
London which I treasured and still have.

My journey to the priesthood had begun in my
teenage years, but was confirmed by the
experience of rubbing shoulders with
Londoners the Church was serving but who
were quite far from commitment. I went to
ACCM but as a candidate for the diocese of
Melbourne. The Archbishop there allowed me
to train at Cuddesdon but expected me to
return to serve. I refused.

Where 2
Worship

see pages 12 -15

The late seventies and eighties were heady
days. The first Loughborough Conference,
Catholic Renewal, ARCIC statements,
thousands at ‘The National’, the Pope’s visit
and that ubiquitous poster of ++Runcie and
John Paul 2 walking together found in the
porch of every self respecting parish of the
Catholic tradition! I think we really thought
that some form of unity was around the
corner. We allowed ourselves to forget that
the Anglican Communion does not have any
effective mechanism or means of making
such decisions, and that most Anglicans are
happy protestants!

I think they were kinder days by and large, but
maybe we were like Noah’s children, refusing to
see the signs.

Also in
this issue...

My title was in the diocese of Southwark near the
Elephant and Castle. The well dressed curate
wore a ‘bum freezer’ leather jacket in those days.
I was ordained in 1980 alongside forty others by
+Mervyn Stockwood just before his retirement. It
was an exciting place to work and be. I was also
told (less negotiating in those days!) to be
+Michael Marshall’s part time chaplain driving
him around his episcopal area. I learnt about the
power of preaching to convert. He taught me how
to say Mass.
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...continued from the front page
Again, they asked me to return to Melbourne. I
didn’t and became a parish priest a couple of miles
down the road at St Faith’s, Red Post Hill. What
patient people they were, and how impatient I was
with them. Interestingly, Walsingham was pivotal in
bringing about change and renewal as young people
walked on pilgrimage to the Shrine, as was the
Cursillo movement. We worked hard to create a
youth and community centre, launching a huge
appeal on the day the local deanery synod decided
we should be closed!

Then in 1988 a surprise late night phone call from
Bishop Eric Kemp who was launching a period of
spiritual renewal in the diocese of Chichester and
wanted someone to lead it. It was probably too soon
to leave the parish, but he simply told me that I
couldn’t possibly know when it was right to leave.
There would always be more. So off to Sussex I
went. It was an exhausting and exhilarating five
years as diocesan missioner leading parish
missions, parish weekends, retreats and generally
seeking to encourage the clergy and the parishes in
their life together. I learnt a new love for evangelical
Anglicans, and began to discover Christ in the
Scriptures. I always was a late starter! I made
various visits to other parts of the Communion, and
wrote study courses. I remember meeting with +Eric
to review my work and he referred to a course I had
written for the start of the Decade of Evangelism
called ‘Before We Go’. “Before We Go…Before We
Go” he mused. “Do you think anybody went?”
Good question. Perhaps we are in a perpetual state
of getting ready, or thinking we can strategise or
reorganise the Church into revival. Truth is, renewal
is generally the surprising work of the Holy Spirit

“

That’s a lesson of
history we fail to
learn as endless
reports get
remaindered and
forgotten, reports
that depress rather
than revive.

which then has to be managed. That’s a lesson of
history we fail to learn as endless reports get
remaindered and forgotten, reports that depress
rather than revive.

I didn’t even know that the See of Horsham was
vacant when +Eric called me to see him one
morning. “Sit down. I’ve got a bomb to drop on you.”
At 37 I did not believe that the clergy would accept
me, to say nothing of whether I had the wisdom and
holiness required and told him so. I would also
need to talk to the Oratory of the Good Shepherd,
the Community to which I belong and whose advice

I needed to listen to before deciding. “You go away
and pray, talk to the Oratory, and your consecration
will be on the 30th November.” And so it was.

I received a letter from a subsequent Archbishop of
Melbourne saying how proud they were that a son of
the diocese had been made a bishop in England.

It is not for me to judge my time as an Area bishop
in Sussex. There were blessings and little successes
but also failures in pastoral care and nerve. There
were many moments of deep joy, and frankly times
of disappointment, fear and loneliness, some of
those related to a changing and disagreeing Church
and the growth of the internet age with its capacity
to wreck and destroy. The decisions of 1992,
whatever the rights and wrongs have weakened and
divided the catholic witness to the point where
recovery will only be one of those surprising acts of
the Holy Spirit.
But I bless God for the love of the people of Sussex
shown in so many ways to me. In addition to the
diocesan work, the Caister retreats and Fan the
Flame mission weeks have I hope made a
contribution to the Catholic life, but I could not have
done that alone. I have been blessed by so many
partners in the Gospel clearing up after me and
attending to details.

Then to Walsingham, a strange move to some, but
as far as I can tell it was the right thing to do. And I
owed our Lady! My younger brother had been
converted on a walk to the Shrine and that had
been the intention of my own pilgrimage. His
baptism and confirmation meant more to me than
my own ordination. My time here has been a small
act of thanksgiving to the Holy Mother for praying
him in to the Kingdom. And again, great colleagues.

So now after 39 years I am returning to my
homeland to serve the Church where I discovered
the love of Jesus, and to enjoy time closer to my
family. It will not be easy, but why should it be? I
shall miss so much but the essential things remain.
The Church is One.
And Australia is only 24 hours and a business class
fare away.

“
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General Synod Elections
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more
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Voting for General Synod members takes place between 18th
September and 9th October.

It is tempting to think that, now the 5 Guiding Principles are in place,
the main work of the Catholic Group in Synod has been done. It
hasn’t– it is vital that we continue to play a full part within the Church
of England’s structures, so traditional Catholics will be standing for
election in most dioceses. An exciting line-up of new candidates and
existing members comprising a wide spectrum of age and experience
have attended 7 preparatory meetings around the country.

We asked a handful of them why they are standing for Synod and what
they hope the next Synod will achieve.

Who can vote?

3 All beneficed and licensed clergy can vote for clergy candidates in
their diocese, as can any with permission to officiate who are also
on deanery synod.
3 All deanery and diocesan synod members can vote for lay
candidates in their diocese.

3 If you are an elector, please vote; you have been entrusted with
this responsibility on behalf of others. Number candidates in order:
1,2,3,4,5 etc., placing our candidates first. You can’t harm (or
help) their chances by stopping the numbering after them. If you
need advice about this, or can help in the campaign, ask your
parish priest or Local Elections Co-ordinator (LEC). If you don’t
know who your LEC is, ask your Bishop’s Representative.
3 Whether or not you are an elector, please encourage, support
and pray for our candidates. Together, under Christ, we can make
a difference.

Bradley Smith
This was echoed by Bradley
Smith, one of the lay
candidates in Chichester
diocese. His reason for
standing for election is:
“because I believe traditional
Catholics need to stand up and
be counted and claim their
place in the life and structures
of the Church of England.” He,
too expressed the hope that
“Synod will renew its
commitment to mutual
flourishing and help us focus
on mission.”

Emma Forward
Emma Forward, a current GS
member for Exeter, said, "It is a
privilege to be able to represent
young Anglo-Catholics so that
the Church at large is mindful
of their needs and concerns for
the future.” Her hopes for that
future include, "a Church of
England which is stable in an
uncertain world."

Fr Adam Gaunt
Fr Adam Gaunt, standing in York
diocese, said, “I’ve always seen
myself as part of the solution and
not the problem and as part of
the generation that will make the
settlement work.” He, too, longs
for “stability and growth so we
can all flourish.”

Fr Simon Morris
Fr Simon Morris, another
candidate in London, said, “I
hope I can make a positive
contribution to how the Church
of England works and convey
the views both of the people of
Tottenham and the Catholic
constituency.” He believes that
the next General Synod “should
be focussing on issues which
reflect our day-to-day Christian
living.”
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Fr Christopher Trundle
Fr Christopher Trundle, who will
be one of the candidates in the
diocese of London,
emphasised, “It is important
that we are fully involved in the
synodical process and that the
Catholic voice continues to be
heard.”
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Free from uncertainty and fear I knew I had to
deal with a vocation to priesthood promptly and
seriously. I had noticed an advertisement for
the ACS vocations conference in a magazine at
the back of my church and decided to find out
more about it. I investigated the website and
emailed Fr Darren to see if I could come along,
and he very graciously squeezed me in at the
last minute. The speakers were excellent and
so much of what they said about everything
from evangelism to pastoral care to spirituality
resonated with my own sense of who and what
God wanted me to become.

Coming soon...
Vocations Day

Saturday 28th November
Dr Paula Gooder
Scripture and Call
Gordon Square
London
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Full details can be found on www.here-iam.org.uk or by calling the Additional
curates Society on 0121 382 5533 and
if you know of someone who might be
considering offering themselves draw
their attention to the conference
because our priests are our future
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Why not join us this year from the 28th
August at Saint Stephens House .
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In the shrine I was arrested by a serious
conviction to offer my life to God. I was deeply
struck by the Old Testament reading from
Ezekial at the Eucharist in the Holy House
which was like a warning from God not to ignore
his earlier repeated call to ‘feed my sheep’: ‘Ah,
you shepherds of Israel who have been feeding
yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the
sheep? …You have not strengthened the weak,
you have not healed the sick, you have not
bound up the injured, you have not brought
back the strayed, you have not sought the lost…
My sheep were scattered with no one to search
or seek for them.’ After this the image of St
Jean Vianney, of whom I as yet knew nothing,
spoke deeply to my heart. I was then given
great peace and encouragement by the
example of servitude and willing obedience in
the words of the Blessed Virgin Mary in
response to the great call of the angel.

So what about YOU?
Is God calling YOU?
Are YOU listening?
Do YOU know of someone who might be called
to full time ministry ?

io
pass

The Here-i-am Vocations Conference organised
by the ACS played an important role in
confirming my call to the priesthood. Like so
many others I had had a sense of vocation
since childhood, and like so many others I shied
for years from the idea of being a priest. My
profession as a teacher was hugely enjoyable
and a rewarding vocation in itself. I made the
excuse of not being yet ‘good’ enough. For
sometime I discerned vocation privately, hiding
in my heart the repeated observations of clergy
and friends who seemed to perceive a call more
clearly than I did. Everything changed on the
Feast of the Assumption 2012. I drove to
Walsingham (I was living in Norfolk) to pray for a
few friends who had been recently bereaved or
were very ill. It was during the day and the
evening’s festivities had not commenced - in
fact I had forgotten that it was the Assumption.
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Stephen Graham Shares His Vocational Story
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Philip North’s article ‘Reach Out’ in New Directions
January 2015 encouraged traditional AngloCatholics to look for opportunities for community
ministry. Even though we might “feel weedy and
second-rate compared to the heroes
of the past.”
He mentioned that despite the “feelings of
inadequacies” against the Anglo Catholic great
social reformers of the past we ought to look for
opportunities to listen to the needs of the
community and respond not only with prayer and
worship but make use of Church Buildings to
facilitate effective Community Ministry.
I write the following as response to the perception
of ‘feeling weedy’ and as a serious encouragement
to all working at the coalface of parish ministry in
traditional Catholic parishes in urban areas
especially those questioning the viability of their
churches going forward.

For the last nine years members of St. Luke’s PCC
have responded to the constant challenges of child
poverty, health inequalities, and the real social,
educational and employment needs of people living
in this parish. We have partnered with local
volunteers, people of faith, different and none.
Working with schools, health authorities, local
authorities and many charitable organisations that
work with those that have dementia and mental
health issues.
Working with others we have raised £420,000 to
remodel and develop our dilapidated church halls
into a modern purpose-built centre that serves the
needs of the people in our parish and town. A
Community Interest Company contributed
£160,000 towards these works.

“

One of our most serious ‘reach out’ priorities has
been to challenge the health authorities at senior
level to deliver adequate health care The local GP
surgeries are in a ‘Portakabin’!

However, we
steadfastly held to
the vision of our
future as a church
reaching out.

Hence our build included two GP consultancy
rooms, currently hosting a community midwifery
service, in partnership with the local Children’s
Centre. We included a patient waiting area, a
dedicated training suite suitable for those working
with those in danger of exclusion from school;
successful reintegration of pupils has positively
affected this whole community. We have an IT
training suite used by local people learning
computer skills in partnership project facilitated by
the Workers Educational Association. We built a
high quality dance hall used by an award winning
Dance Theatre school. Local colleges use our
facilities for dance and drama too. Using other
space, including the vicarage garden, we built and
established a ‘Therapeutic Garden’ and
'Community Allotment’ and that has won Borough
awards. More recently NHS England has identified
St. Luke’s as a possible site to build a much
needed ‘Health Centre’ in our parish.
All of this work is under the patronage of St. Luke
and is as a practical response to the Gospel. It is a
means to deliberately build 'Community
Church'
Facsimile: 01799 525 696
alongside all that we do sacramentally in church
alongside focussed effective evangelism.








As a means of celebrating and thanking God for
the work achieved over the last nine years we
recently hosted a ‘Celebrate’ event attended by
Lord Andrew Mawson OBE, James Duddridge MP








for Southend-on-Sea and Foreign Office Minister,
The Rt. Reverend Norman Banks - Bishop of
Richborough, Diocesan church leaders including
Richard Jordan Faith in Action Adviser: see his
subsequent blog at www.faith-inaction.org.uk/glimpsing-the-kingdom-of-god/
We also welcomed local Headteachers and senior
people tasked with improving health, mental health,
midwifery, dance, drama and other charities that
support so many people in our urban area. The
event included presentations from 14 different
groups that use the centre and concluded with the
Bishop of Richborough and Lord Andrew Mawson
officially opening our newly refurbished dance hall
now incorporating a professional Harlequin Dance
floor funded by £22,500 of grants.
All the above supports the sacramental, prayerful,
worshipping church keen on growth, mission and
evangelism. Not maintenance. Not survival but
outreach and growth in matters of life, health and
Christian hope.

In 2012 this PCC partnered with the organisation
‘Through Faith Mission’ that helped and advised us
towards bold Christian evangelism and mission.
That nine day parish mission was followed by four
days in 2013 and a joint town wide mission in
2014. Further to that mission, in April this year the
Walsingham Year4God team attended mission and
outreach in our local schools delivering four school
assemblies and eight classroom sessions in the
largest primary schools in South Essex.

However, we steadfastly held to the vision of our
future as a church reaching out. This work could
not have been done without prayer, due diligence to
Sacraments whilst working in partnership with
visionary non-church people and local community
leaders.

Lord Andrew Mawson compared what we have done
with his famed experience at the Bromley-by-Bow
Centre in East London and other work he has
supported. He said “it’s about people, folks’
building relationships and integrated communities.
And he’s right!

Hence this article is meant to encourage. Knowing
that we can break from the trap of ‘feeling weedy’ –
by overcoming fear, listening and acting wisely we
can indeed place our churches back at the centre
of the communities we serve ensuring the
transforming presence in Christ is realised.

Fr James McCluskey
Parish Priest, St Luke’s Prittlewell
http://.stlukescentre.co.uk

HOWELL & BELLION
Church Interior Decoration

66A HIGH STREET, SAFFRON WALDEN, ESSEX CB10 1EE.
Telephone: 01799 522 402 Email: howellandbellion@btconnect.com

Restoration of decorated interiors
Interior & exterior polychromy
0IVLXIQV\MLLMKWZI\QWV
0MZITLZa;\MVKQTTQVO/QTLQVO
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Fr Edward Martin tells us about this year’s CBS National Festival

13th June saw the CBS National Festival being held in the Northern
Province for second time under the current Trustees. Although the
weather was somewhat overcast, CBS associates both lay and
ordained received a warm welcome from the congregation at St
Mary’s Handsworth and from the Parish Priest (and new CBS Trustee)
Fr Keith Johnson. After the 12 noon Angelus a concelebrated votive
Mass of the most Holy Body and Blood of Christ was celebrated with
the assistance of the choir and servers of St Mary’s. The principal
celebrant was the Superior General Bishop Roger Jupp and the
Homily was given by the Treasurer Fr Darren Smith.

After a splendid buffet lunch in the excellent Old Rectory venue
(http://www.orh.org.uk/), the attendees gathered for the Annual
Meeting of Associates and heard reports from the Superior, Treasurer
and Secretary outlining the continuing health and financial stability of
the Confraternity and giving a window into the various causes and
initiatives that have benefited from grant over the past year.

With all formalities completed a time of Eucharistic Devotion followed
with an outdoor Procession of the Blessed Sacrament complete with
canopy, marching brass band and children strewing confetti before
the Monstrance. A notable station along the route was made outside
a local Working Men’s Club where one or two members emerged to
see what the commotion was about! Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament was given on return to St Mary’s and a well-earned cup of
tea was enjoyed by those who could stay before CBS Trustees,
associates and friends returned to Sheffield, Salford, Derbyshire,
Birmingham, Lincolnshire and even London.
Our grateful thanks must go to Fr Keith and the people of St Mary’s
for hosting this year’s Festival. Next year on 28th June we will see a
return to London but we do hope that more northerly Parishes will
consider hosting the event in 2017.

Marriage

When I listen to accounts of the frenzied preparations for a wedding in today’s world, or witness the celebrations of
celebrities, I am sometimes led to wonder if these bear any relation to the true meaning and reason for the uniting of
two people in marriage. Sadly, in all too many instances, it seems the focus has shifted away from the bride and groom
making their vows to one another before God, to the creation of the perfectly co-ordinated, hugely expensive,
celebration of ‘My Big Day’.
I am reminded of the wedding day of my husband and me, and looking back now, I realise more than I ever could have
done then, the depth and significance of the vows that are made on that very special and sacred occasion.
Those vows, so familiar to many of us, ‘…to have and to hold from this day forward; for better, for worse, for richer, for
poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish till death us do part…’ are the heart of the marriage contract.
This contract, made freely by both parties, is said in the presence of God and before the priest and the people.
Hopefully, for most young couples, the true significance of these vows only becomes apparent as the years unfold,
when difficulties and struggles inevitably intertwine with delights and joys.

Possibly the most enduring visible reminder of the marriage ceremony, is the wedding ring. The action of exchanging
rings is hugely significant for it represents the fact that the couple are joined in an unbroken circle with God at the very
centre. The ring is to remind them of the gift of God’s continuing grace which they receive through the Sacrament.
John Pitchford in his book, ‘Discovering the Faith, describes it thus, ‘That grace – or inward spiritual strength – is
unseen, but it is available to the couple throughout their married life. This grace can be constantly renewed. The grace
of God helps them to fulfil their responsibilities to each other, and to deepen their love. Their human love is caught up
in the love of God.’
‘The gift of marriage brings husband and wife together in the delight and tenderness of sexual union and joyful
commitment to the end of their lives. It is given as the foundation of family life in which children are
(born and) nurtured….’
(Common Worship)

Family life is at the heart of marriage and quite rightly so, but for most couples the gift of a child or children introduces
an even greater need for mutual support, for patience, understanding, wisdom and the grace of God.

Reflecting on the last 50 years, has made me realise afresh, just how the bond of marriage has deepened and grown. I
realise how important the element of friendship and respect has been to us, and most important of all, that the love of
God has been at the heart of all we have experienced, and I pray, at the heart of all that is to come, until ‘death do
us part.’

Sick
Joan Whyman

"Come here darling and I'll kiss it better" ...how many of us remember with fondness such words of tenderness especially after a fall, a tummy ache or any other occasion when we needed, quite simply, a bit of hands-on TLC? The
Church's Sacrament of Holy Anointing is the liturgical equivalent to this and although it has sometimes been either
restricted in use or even somewhat misunderstood in intent, it is actually one of the most "touchy - feely" of the
Sacraments being directly connected to our deep desire for "healing" and "wholeness". Like each and every one of
the Sacraments.

Spotli
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Holy Anointing was instituted by Jesus Christ ("the anointed one") during his earthly ministry. St Mark's Gospel refers
to this Sacrament when he recounts how Our Lord sent out his disciples to preach and "they cast out many demons
and anointed with oil, many that were sick and healed them" (Mark 6:13) Significantly in his Epistle St James says "Is
there any among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church and let them pray over him anointing him with oil
in the name of the Lord and the prayer of faith will save the sick man" (James 5: 14-15).
Once called "Extreme Unction" or "Last Rites" this gave "Anointing" a rather frightening, sombre image being seen as
only a "Final" Sacrament confined to those most close to death and at their last hour! In more recent years the
Church has encouraged a far more positive and holistic viewpoint - so that the "Sacrament of the Sick" can be
cherished by Christians, not only those in the immediate danger of death, but also for wherever there is "brokenness"
- ie. "physical" "mental" or "spiritual" sickness. Seen in this context it is a powerful agent of Christ's healing touch. It
becomes no longer merely a "last rite" but instead can be administered (often combined with Holy Communion
and/or Confession/Reconciliation) in a wide range of pastoral and spiritual circumstances.
The Sacrament of Holy Anointing can be offered several times during the Christian pilgrimage of life and the powerful
grace bestowed can help bring comfort, offer strength and convey an inner healing helping to conquer problems,
difficulties and diseases.
The oil (called "Oil of the Sick") is usually made from pure olive oil. This is one of the three Holy Oils blessed by the
Bishop at the Annual Chrism Mass - often celebrated on Holy (Maundy) Thursday or on a day close to it. Many
parishes try to attend this very special service and Priests will gather at the Chrism Mass to collect the various holy
oils to be used in the Parish setting as the sacraments (Baptism - Confirmation - Anointing) are celebrated in the year
ahead.
The actual anointing of the sick person is done on the forehead by a Priest, who says this prayer: 'Through this Holy
Anointing, may the Lord in his love and mercy help you with the grace of the Holy Spirit" and then on the hands with
the prayer "May the Lord who saves you from sin, save you and raise you up". It is also permitted to anoint other parts
of the body, such as the area of pain or injury. Many Parishes hold regular "Healing Services" where the Sacrament of
the Holy Anointing is offered. Others may experience this when on Pilgrimage or at special Christian places such as
the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham. Anointing can be offered in this "public" setting or in the quiet intimacy of a
hospital room for a patient preparing to undergo treatment or surgery. Holy anointing can be beneficial for anxiety or
to help with depression - indeed any time we might encounter "the dark night of the soul". It is often quite remarkable
how comforting people find the Sacrament to be; the healing touch of the Holy Spirit and the overwhelming sense of
grace comforts the soul of the "sick" person (body, mind and spirit) and feels almost like a personal "kiss" from God,
our tender hearted Father who indeed says to our quiet inner being: "Come here and I'll make it better!"
Father Barry Smart SSC
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Confirmation

A chosen book for a desert island? What better than Saint Mark’s Gospel with its astonishing first words,
‘The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ the Son of God.’ And then with urgency and energy,
almost breathless with excitement, the telling of the events surrounding the life of Jesus, that changed
lives, and continues to change lives for all who are blessed in encountering the Son of God.

Saint Mark begins his Gospel by recording the challenge of John the Baptist to all who came to hear him
in the desert to repent and believe in the forgiveness of sins. And then within a paragraph or two bringing
Jesus onto the stage of history who in obedience to his heavenly Father, allows himself to be baptized.
John administers baptism in the River Jordan where the Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus giving him the
affirmation he needs to begin his ministry of reconciliation and to inaugurate the New Covenant of love
and freedom.
No wonder then that when a bishop stands before the candidates ready to administer the Sacrament of
Confirmation after their period of preparation and study, there is usually a tangible feeling of excitement
and expectancy in the air.

Some candidates will have been baptized many years before as infants, others more recently and some
just moments before their confirmation. All, however, will have journeyed from the font, the place of
baptism, to this moment, where with laying of hands, and anointing, they will receive the gifts of the Spirit
and be admitted to Holy Communion.
But first comes those powerful questions that take us right back to the beginning of the Good News and
that challenge of John the Baptist as he prepared for us the Way of the Lord.
Do you turn to Christ? Do you repent of your sins? Do you renounce evil?

This is certainly decision time! A God given opportunity to journey through life in a new and different way
as companions of Jesus and in fellowship with the whole Christian community. And so to encourage and
strengthen us on the way and help us to remain faithful to our promises, the bishop calls down the gifts
of the Spirit, the gifts of wisdom and understanding, counsel and inward strength, of knowledge and of
true godliness.

And then comes the moment of Confirmation when the bishop says to each baptized candidate ‘God has
called you by name and made you his own’. A moment both in time and eternity that affirms the complete
love our heavenly Father has for each and every one of us, his beloved creation. A love which is ratified
and sealed by the laying on of hands, the anointing with the holy oil of Chrism and the receiving of Holy
Communion.
For God has made us one in Christ. He has set his seal upon us, and, as a pledge of what is to come, has
given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts.

Confession

The Right Reverend Norman Banks,
Bishop of Richborough

With Confession, the normal opening gambit is, ‘We don’t have that in the Church of England! That’s Roman
Catholic.’
Well, while many may never go to it, Confession is certainly an Anglican practice. More than that – it’s a
Christian practice. The Reformer Martin Luther once said ‘When I urge you to go to Confession, I am simply
urging you to be a Christian.’ Confession was known from the apostles’ time (James 5:16, 1 John 1:9),
established on the authority of Jesus to forgive sins, something he entrusts to his Church and exercises
through the ministry of the priest (Matthew 16:18-19 , 18:15-20, and John 20:19-23).
Confession was retained by our Church at the Reformation 500 years ago, and is referred to several times in
the Book of Common Prayer. In The Visitation of the Sick we read “Here shall the sick person be moved to
make a special confession of his sins, if he feel his conscience troubled with any weighty matter. After which,
the Priest shall absolve him ... I absolve you from your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Ghost...”. In The Order for Holy Communion the priest says “If there be any of you, who ... cannot
quiet his own conscience, but requireth further comfort or counsel, let him come to me, or to some other
discreet and learned Minister of God's Word, and open his grief; that by the ministry of God's holy Word he
may receive the benefit of Absolution, together with ghostly counsel and advice.” As they say, it’s all there in
the book!
But what’s it all about?
Well, in a funny sense, it’s not about Confession, accusing ourselves of sin. It’s about Absolution – the
forgiveness Christ himself won for us by his death on the cross. Absolution is a wonderful gift from Christ.
Having confessed our faults, we hear with our own ears and know in our hearts that, as our sins have been
declared forgiven here on earth by the priest, they are most surely forgiven by our Lord in heaven. It’s about
being freed from guilt and remorse, about being set free to be a sparklingly new Christian.

The fact of the matter is that, being human, we screw up. Many of us, though, find it hard to start afresh –
we get weighed down by sin and stupidity. God doesn’t want that, and so he gives us this Sacrament
(sometimes called ‘Reconciliation’, which emphasises the aspect of being restored) in which sin is set aside
and a fresh start made. We meet with God’s representative (his priest) and kneeling near, or sitting with
him, one by one name all that weighs us down. The priest (God’s eyes and ears) speaks words of comfort,
suggests ways to change or how to restore what we have broken (he may suggest a penance, or some form
of restitution), and then in God’s name declares the forgiveness of sin – not some ‘universal principle, but
God speaking specifically to me, here and now – the absolution of everything brought to him for forgiveness.
The sins you confess ‘die’ in the ears of the priest. Medical professionals and lawyers may have
confidentiality statements, but there’s something even deeper going on when your priest hears your
confession. The priest may never divulge anything heard in confession because the sins confessed are
removed by Christ’s absolution; they’re forgiven. Forgiven means they’re let go, they’re gone. And if they’re
gone, then they can’t be brought up again (this is enshrined in the law of the Church of England which
forbids a priest ever to divulge anything heard in confession – ‘the seal of the confessional’).
With Confession, our past, no matter how stupid or grim, can never hold us back.

Father Ron Farrell SSC
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Around the Diocese with the Bishops Reps
Bishop of Ebbsfleet Visits Sparkbrook

SS Agatha and Barnabas Churches are in Birmingham’s Muslim district. There, Bishop
Jonathan confirmed six candidates on the last day of the Triduum at the Easter Vigil. During
that Triduum which he celebrated with the Parish, he spoke of the Christian’s duty to love
which is God’s love to us. That he demonstrated when he washed the feet of twelve men
and women and and the following day when prostrated himself at the beginning of the Good
Friday Liturgy. The Parish which is in interregnum will not forget the support he gave and at
a crucial time.
Photos: Harold Simpson Contact: Fr R I Warren, Assistant Priest

Catholic Discipleship Day in Lincoln Diocese
Last year, in March, Forward in Faith in Lincoln Diocese arranged for Fr (now Bishop)
Philip North to speak to clergy and laity from our parishes about the importance of
Mission in catholic parishes. It was an excellent day altogether and meant that some
of our folk were prepared in advance for the Diocese of Lincoln’s agenda for 2015.
With the largest percentage decrease in Sunday attendances in the Church of
England over the last decade the need for church growth is self-evident and
accordingly the Diocese has rolled out across the whole Diocese this year a “Year of
Discipleship”. Although called discipleship, it is in fact preparing parishes to prepare
for some sort of a “Mission Action Planning” programme. Special services, booklets
and Lent material have been just some of the resources provided.

After last March there was very much a feeling that something further should be
done specifically to show that our parishes were engaged in this whole process. Fr
Damian Feeney, then Vice-Principal of S. Stephen’s House agreed to come and so in
March this year it was now The Society in Lincolnshire that arranged a day on
Catholic Discipleship and the imperative of seeing to it! Held once again by courtesy
of the Chaplaincy of Bishop Grosseteste University any interested clergy and laity
were invited to attend and there were several parishes represented as well as others
interested in finding out more- we even had one Baptist layman come along. Fr
Damian concentrated on the importance of catechesis and education as important

parts of a whole discipleship programme. We learned so much about what was
needed, to weigh up what was realistically achievable and to be mindful of what the
goal of discipleship was all about- bringing the people in our churches to a level of
“Mature Discipleship”. One thing that those of us present felt that our parishes
would find of enormous value would be some course that we could all use with
confidence. Fr Damian felt that none of those at present in use really fitted our
situation and our needs.
One more thing for The Society’s bishops to think about perhaps?
Fr Paul Noble. Bishop’s Representative for See of Richborough in Lincoln Diocese.

Frozen in Birmingham

Saint Luke’s Kingstanding Birmingham brought the streets and
roads to a halt with hundreds of children all anxious to witness
the arrival of Princess Elsa from the Disney movie Frozen . This
innovative idea financed by a local funeral director is just one in
a number of initiatives designed to get the name of the church
and its ministry with children to people’s attention.

Star Names Shine at Summer Saint Stephen’s Festival

June.
The hugely popular Saint Stephen’s Festival of Arts & Faith returned to the Gloucester Road church bigger than ever in
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This year’s event features exclusive
Edward Fox, Philip Franks and Nicky Spence.
Alongside the annual lunchtime concert series from students from the Royal College of Music, a week-long major art
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acclaimed, site-specific production
Thomas a Becket, perform alongside actors drawn from the talents of the British and Irish Bar. These new Saint Stephen’s
performances had something of a home-coming as it is the church where TS Eliot regularly worshiped.
This summer cultural festival has established itself as a firm favourite. The evening events were a sell-out.
To find out more visit www.saint-stephen.org.uk, call 020 7370 3418 or email saint.stephen@homecall.co.uk.

The Two Images of Our Lady of Walsingham

A unique ecumencial event took place at Walsingham during the Children’s Pilgrimage, attended by over 200 people,
at the beginning of March.
On Saturday morning, the Holy Mile Walk, from Houghton St Giles to Walsingham, started from the Roman Catholic
Shrine where the children were welcomed in the Chapel of Reconciliation by Monsignor John Armitage, the recently
appointed Rector of the Shrine.
Having talked about the history of the Shrine and the Holy Mile to Walsingham, he invited the pilgrims to visit the
Slipper Chapel and say a prayer to Our Lady as they set off on their bare-footed procession. Mgr Armitage led the
children into the Chapel through the usual door while the West door was opened for their departure.

Meanwhile the Anglican processional statue had left the Chapel of Reconciliation and arrived at the open door of the
Slipper Chapel where the Anglican and Roman Catholic statues of Walsingham came face to face!
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Glastonbury

Reflection
We adore you O Christ and we praise You. You who take upon Yourself the
most fragile of forms. Revealing Your presence here in this bread, so easily
consumed, so fragile, so vulnerable. Present in ages past in human form.
Taking the form of an infant born in a stable. So fragile, weak and helpless.
You know the fragility of human life more than any other and yet You still
chose to bear it, to unite yourself with our humanity. But out of that fragility
you fulfil it, perfect it. Taking a seemingly weak form and making it powerful
and magnificent. Your perfected humanity, robed in white, feet like burnished
bronze, Your face shining, Your eyes flaming. And this Blessed Sacrament
filled with Your presence, renewing our faith and bringing us life.

Your willingness to take on such fragile forms in order to save us deserves our
endless praise. To risk a mortal life that You might bring us back to God, to
restore us to Yourself. It is this humility we should emulate. Finding Yourself in
human form You did not exalt yourself but humbled Yourself to be lower than
any other, to accept death, even death on a cross. Despite having every right
to rule over us You chose to serve, to be amongst the lowest in society, to
surround Yourself with those whom society would rather forget about, who
were shunned for what they did and had done. We are but dust and yet You
took our form. We are but clay and yet You choose to serve us. Our life is but
a breath and yet You love us. Lord help us to see that. May we be humbled by
that. May we never stop praising You for that. That You use us to speak to the
world of You and Your love. That You choose weak humans to share Your
heart with this world. We praise you for welcoming us into your presence and
worship you for all that you have, are and will do for and amongst us and
gracious Lord; let us prefer nothing whatsoever to knowing you.

Spoken by Samuel Patterson at Benediction

Join us next year!
Glastonbury Festival 2016
Saturday 9th July 12 noon
Preacher: Bishop Philip North
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St.Michael,
Coppenhall, Crewe
Sunday - 8am Mass,
10am Solemn Mass,
6.30pm Evening Prayer.

Contact Fr.Charles Razzall SSC

01 270 215151

St.Agnes & St.Pancras,
Toxteth Park, Liverpool, L17 3BA.
Sunday 10am Parish Mass.
6.30pm Evensong & Benediction.
Weekday Mass
Tue, Wed, Fri & Sat.

Contact Canon Christopher Cook SSC

0151 733 1742
Website: www.stagnes.org.uk
Holy Family, Lord Lane,

Failsworth, Manchester
Sunday
9.15am Parish Mass.

Daily Masses as advertised or
telephone Fr.Tony Mills on
0161 681 3644

S. Andrew West Kirby
Sunday 8:00 am Low Mass; 10:30 am
Sung Mass; Evensong 6:00 pm first
Sunday. Daily Mass.
Safe harbour in Wirral and
Cheshire West, visitors welcome.
Resolutions ABC.
Parish Priest Fr. Walsh.
0151 632 4728,
www.standrewswestkirby.co.uk

Blackpool

St.Stephen on the Cliffs

ABC,FiF & SSWSH Parish.
Sundays - 9.00 Said Mass,
10.30 Solemn Mass
(Traditional Language),
18.00 Evening Service - varies
Evensong/Benediction/Healing
Service. Easy access & loop.
Vicar Fr.Andrew Sage SSC
Tel 01 253 351484,
andrewsage@aol.com

St Luke's Church,
Southport

Corner of St Luke's Rd &
Hawkshead St

Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30am
Evensong & Benediction 6.30pm
Midweek Mass as follows:
Tue: 7.30pm, Wed: 9.30am,
Thu:11am
Fri: 12noon, Sat: 10am
Friday mornings
11:30am Adoration

visit our website: www.additionalcurates.co.uk

The Parish of Swinton &
Pendlebury, Manchester

0161 794 1578

Tel. 01 274 543957

Fr Jeremy Sheehy, Rector,

Parish Office - 0161 727 8175

e-mail - paroffsandp@btconnect.com

St.Augustine's
Thicketford Rd,

Tonge Moor, Bolton, BL2 2LP.

Sunday
8am Said Mass, 9.15am Sung
Mass (St.Aidan's), 10.30am Sung
Mass. 2nd Sunday - 6.30pm
Evensong and Benediction.
Parish Priest, Fr.Tony Davies

01204 523899

St Barnabas Parish Church
Morecambe

Sunday - 8.30am Low Mass,
10am Sung Mass and Sermon,
6pm Evening Worship. Monday 7pm Low Mass, Wednesday
10am Low Mass, Thursday
11am Low Mass, Friday 12 noon
Low Mass. Saturday - 10.00am
Low Mass. First Saturday 10.30am Rosary. Daily Offices.
Parish Priest: Fr Tom Davis SSC

01524 415216

St.Matthew's, North Quay,
Douglas, Isle of Man, ABC Parish.
Sundays
9am Low Mass,
10.30am Solemn Mass

Daily Mass - for details please
visit the Church
website:www.stmatthewsiom.org

ADVERTISE HERE
If you would like to
advertise in Together,
please contact
Mike Silver on
m.silver@breathe.com
or 01634 401611

Benefice of
New Bentley
with Arksey

Sunday - 9am Holy Eucharist
at Arksey, 10.30am Solemn
Mass at Ss Philip and James,
New Bentley.

Sundays:10.00am Sung
Eucharist, (11.15am Mass at
St.Mary's, Whiteleas).
Daily Mass: Weds & Sat
9.30am, Tues 12.30pm. (Thurs
10am at St.Mary's).

Contact Fr.Mervyn Thompson

0191 456 1851

Monday 6.30pm Rosary, 7.00pm Mass
Thursday 10.00am Mass

SUNDERLAND,

2nd Wednesday of the Month
7.30pm Walsingham Cell Devotions

ST.MARY MAGDALENE

Sunday: Parish Mass 10.30,
Benediction 18.30, Low Mass 19.00.
Weekdays: Mass 10.30 Mon & Wed,
19.30 Thurs, 7.30 Fri, 10.00 Sat.
Rosary Thurs 19.15 & Sat 18.15.
Confessions 18.30 Sat
or by appointment

15th Day of the Month Dedicated to
the work of Forward in Faith.

0191 565 6318

Sunday - 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass. Daily Mass.
For more information
contact Parish Priest:

Fr.Timothy Kaye 01 977 642795
or check the website.

Sundays: 9am Sung Mass and
Sunday School, 6pm Evensong
(with Benediction on 1st
Sunday of month);
weekday Masses: Tuesdays
7pm, Thursdays 9.30am;
Parish Priest:
Fr. John Livesley SSC, 01388 814817

Christ the King, Bowburn,
Durham, Forward in Faith, ABC;
Sundays: 11am Sung Mass
and Sunday School; weekday
Masses: Wednesdays 9.30am,
Fridays 6.30pm; Evening
Prayer and Benediction
5.30pm last Saturday
of month;
Parish Priest: Fr. John Livesley
SSC, 01388 814817

The Benefice of St.Paul's,
Royton & Holy Trinity, Shaw
Sunday - 9.15am Parish
Mass Weekday - Low Mass:
Tuesday 7pm, Wednesday
10am, 12 noon
Contact Parish Priest, Fr.Peter McEvitt

01 706 843485

Sunday

8.15am Said Mass,
10.30am Parish Mass,
2nd Sunday, 6.30pm
Evensong and Benediction.

For Daily Mass times,
Confessions, etc. please see

Sunday
10am Sung Mass

www.saintcatherines.co.uk
or call Fr.Roger Parker on
01 282 424587 or
07977 291166

Contact Fr.Robert Clack
01 244 399990

East Lanc's Parish accessible from Yorkshire
Dales, Lower Lakes and Manchester.

ADVERTISE HERE
If you would like to
advertise in Together,
please contact
Mike Silver on
m.silver@breathe.com
or 01634 401611

St. Andrew, Tudhoe Grange,
Spennymoor, Co. Durham,
Forward in Faith, ABC;

Parish Priest: Beresford Skelton CMP SSC

All Saints, South Kirkby

Fr.Andrew Howard
01 302 285316, Mob 0774 0932758.
e: fatherahoward@gmail.com

Sunday 9.15am Solemn Mass

www.stcyprian.org.uk

Website: www.st-marymagdalene.co.uk
E-mail: frskelsmm@btinternet.com

Sunday - 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass. Weekday
Masses - Wednesday
9.30am,
Friday 8pm.

Lancaster Road,
Nottingham, NG3 7AH

Resolution Parish under the care of the Bishop of Beverley

Wilson Street, Milfield
A Forward in Faith Parish under the
Extended Episcopal Care of the
Bishop of Beverley

St.Wilfrid, Cantley,
Doncaster

Saint Cyprian of Carthage

5th Sunday of the Month
6.00pm Vespers and Benediction

FiF Parish, Resolutions AB&C.

St.Oswald & St.Thomas
of Canterbury, Chester

All Saints, South Shields

Fr.S.P.Dickinson SSC
01 302 875266

St.Catherine's, Burnley

West Street, Crewe

Fr.Ralph Powell SSC
01 270 212418

Parish Priest Canon Ralph Crowe SSC

Fr. Bob Boyle 01624 676310

St.Barnabas Parish Church

Daily Mass & Confession please ring

Toller Lane , Bradford
Sunday - 8.30am Low Mass,
10.45 Solemn Mass,
6.30pm Evensong & Benediction.
Weekday Masses.

01704 213 711

Sundays
10am Solemn Mass, 5.30pm Low
Mass, 6pm Evening Prayer (with
Benediction alternate weeks).

S.Chad,

Sunday - 8 am & 5.30 pm Mass,
St Peter's (M27 0WA)
Sung Mass 9.30 am All Saints'
(M29 9UG), 10.30 am
St Peter's, 11 am St Augustine's
(M27 8UX)

Website: www.sluke.co.uk
All enquiries: Fr Paul Hutchins,ssc

Under the Episcopal Care of the
Bishop of Beverley

North-East -Durham, Leeds (West Yorkshire and the Dales), Newcastle, Sheffield, Southwell and Nottingham, York

North-West Blackburn, Carlisle, Chester, Liverpool, Manchester Sodor and Man
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St.Oswald's, Hartlepool
Sundays

9.30am Sung Mass
6pm. Evening Prayer and
Benediction.
Daily Mass - times as announced.
Parish Priest Fr.Graeme Buttery SSC

01 429 273201

The United Benefice of
S. Hugh of Lincoln,
New Cantley & Holy
Trinity, Doncaster.
Contact Fr J Stokoe
01302 371256.

Sunday - 9am Parish Mass at
Holy Trinity, 11am at St.Hugh.
Weekday Masses: St.Hugh Tues.6pm and Fri at 12noon,
Holy Trinity - Weds 10am and
Thurs at 6.45pm.

The Parishes of

St.Columba and St.John the
Evangelist, Middlesbrough.
St.Columba

Sunday: Mass 9.30am.
Daily Mass

St.John

Sunday: 11am Sung Mass.

For further information contact
Fr.Stephen Cooper on 01 642 824779.

S. HELEN’S WEST AUCKLAND
BISHOP AUCKLAND

A Forward in Faith Parish under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of Beverley

Sunday Services
9.00 am Morning Prayer
10.00 am PARISH MASS
with children’s club and crèche
6.00 pm Evensong and Benediction
Daily Mass
Monday 19.00, Tuesday 9.30,
Wednesday 10.00,
Thursday 9.30 Friday 9.30 Saturday 9.30.
Rosary
Monday 18.30
Jolly Tots
Tuesday 12.00 noon
Vicar: Canon Robert McTeer SSC
01388 604152
www.sthelenschurch.co.uk.

Benefice of Edlington
S John the Baptist
with Hexthorpe S Jude
Sung Mass Sundays 9.00am Edlington
and 11.00am Hexthorpe
7pm on Weekday Solemnities
Confessions Edlington 6.45pm Wed and
Hexthorpe 7.30pm Fri or by
appointment
Normal Weekday Masses:
Tues Edlington 7pm
Wed Hexthorpe 11.30am
Thurs Edlington 7pm
Fri Hexthorpe 7pm
Divine Office recited each day (7.30am
and 6.30pm Edlington)
(8am and 5pm Hexthorpe)

Other occasions see noticeboards
Vicar: Fr Stephen Edmonds SSC 01709858358 fr.s.edmonds@gmail.com

Contact Fr.Andrew Hughes SSC

Tel: 01934 204217

e-mail: allsaintandstsaviour@btconnect.com

Visit our website
www.allsaintswsm.org

The Good Shepherd,
Furnham, Chard

Sundays
9.45am Sung Mass, 6pm Solemn
Evensong & Benediction
(3rd Sunday only)
Weekday Mass
Tuesday 10am, Wednesday 6.30pm
Contact:

Fr.Jeff Williams 01 460 419527
www.churchofthegoodshepherd-chard.weebly.com

Parish of Swindon New Town
A Forward in Faith Parish
under the episcopal care of
the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.
Sunday masses: 9.00am S.
Saviour's; 10.30am S. Mark's;
10.30am S. Luke's.
Weekday masses as
advertised.

Contact Fr Dexter Bracey
01793 538220

swindonnewtown@btinternet.com

All Saints'
Exeter Road, Exmouth
Sundays 8am Low Mass

St Michael's, Heavitree
(Church Lane EX25EH)
Sunday
8am Said Mass,
9.30am - Thirty Minutes
Worship (a Service for Children
and Families),
10.30am Parish Mass,
6pm Evensong.

A very traditional parish under the
care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet

During the interregnum, please
see the Church notice board for
up-to-date information.

St. Peter's Bath Road,
Devizes
Sundays 8:00 Low Mass
(BCP), 10:00 Sung Mass
Wednesdays: 7:00pm
Low Mass
Contact Fr. Vincent
Perricone 01380 501481

Bathwick Parishes, Bath

Sunday 10am High Mass.
Thursday 10am Low Mass
07925 051905

St.Peter and the
Holy Apostles, Plymouth
Sunday 9.30am Morning Prayer
at St.Peter's, Wyndham
Square,
10am Mass at St.Peter's.
10.15am Mass at
St.Thomas, Keyham,
11.15am Mass at
St.James
the Less, Ham
1st Saturday of each
month - 4pm Crafty
Church at St.James
Coffee after all Masses.
Daily Mass - please
check times with Fr.Way

01 752 222007

St.Mary’s

(bottom of Bathwick Hill)

Sunday - 10.30am Sung Mass
6pm Evening Service (1st, 3rd
& 5th Sunday)

St.John's

Sunday - 10.30am Sung Mass
6pm Evening Service (2nd &
4th Sunday)
Contact Fr.Peter Edwards
01225 460052 or

St.Martin, Salisbury

Daily Mass - contact Fr.David
Fisher, 01 722 500896
or visit our website:
www.sarumstmartin.org.uk

Together is published and edited by the
Church Union in co-operation with the
Additional Curates Society, the
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament
and Forward in Faith.

The opinions and views expressed in
this newspaper by contributors and
advertisers are their own, and not those
of the Church Union, Additional Curates
Society, the Confraternity of the Blessed
Sacrament or Forward
in Faith.
If you have ideas for content, please email
Together@additionalcurates.co.uk.

If you would like free copies for your parish,
or to discuss other matters of distribution,
please contact the ACS on 0121 382
5533, email info@additionalcurates.co.uk
or write to
The Additional Curates Society,
Gordon Browning House, Unit 7,
Spitfire Road, Birmingham
B24 9PB

n

(opposite the fire station)

Sunday: Low Mass 8am on
2nd and 4th Sundays, Sung
Eucharist 11am, Evensong and
Benediction.

Fr.John Potter 01 626 212339

Bovey Tracey ABC,

Parish Priest Fr. Greg Stanton SSC

St.Luke's,
For more information about
Holy Days of Obligation and
Weekday Masses contact

St.John the Evangelist

St.Helen, Abbotsham

www.bathwickparishes.org.uk

Sunday - 10am Parish Mass.

Contact Nigel Green
on tel: 01308 420466

Forward in Faith, Under the Episcopal
Care of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet.

Creche facilities at all Services
- visit us on Facebook
Parish Priest Fr.Robin Eastoe
01 392 677150

Milber, Newton Abbot

Weekday Mass
Thursday 10am

Fr. Keith 01752 220644
Fr.Trevor 07739 456204
Fr.Andrew 07714 577809

Sunday - 8am Holy
Communion (BCP), 11am
Sung Eucharist (1st Sunday
BCP, 3rd Sunday Family
Friendly), 6pm Evensing
(BCP).

CONTACT DETAILS

io
pass

Contact Fr.Robert Sellers
01 395 270206

Low Mass 8am; Sung Mass
9.30am; Evening Prayer &
Benediction (usually)
second
Sundays 6pm.

ADVERTISE HERE
If you would like to
advertise in Together,
please contact
Mike Silver on
m.silver@breathe.com
or 01634 401611
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10.30am Sung Mass
6pm Evensong (and Benediction
1st Sunday and Major Festvals)
Daily Mass (except Tuesday)

For Feast days as appropriate During
August check for details of-Sunday
Location and time

Sunday:

d

Sundays 09.00 am Said Mass
10.30 am Parish Mass
Weekdays 10.00 am Mass
(Wed, Thu and Sat)

St. John Sutton-on-Plym
Sun 11.15am (Sung)
Thu 10am (Said)
Sat 9.30am (Said)
St. Gabriel, Peverell
Sun 10.00am (Sung)
Fri 9.30am (Said)
St. Mary the Virgin Laira
Sun. 10.00 am (Sung)
Wed. 11.00am (Sung)

Resolutions AB&C, Forward
in Faith Church.

oo

All are welcome

Mass

S.Swithun, Bridport
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All Saints Road
Weston-super-Mare, BS23 2NL
An ABC Parish

Sacred Heart
Mission Community
Plymouth
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I

South-West Bath and Wells, Bristol, Exeter, Gloucester, Salisbury, Truro [plus South Wales]

All Saints with St Saviour,

together
Together

THE CATHOLIC VOICE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

e
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If you would like to advertise in
Together, please contact Mike
Silver on m.silver@breathe.com
or 01634 401611.

The Church Union seek to appoint an
Editor who is prepared to work
collaboratively with an Editorial Board in
order to produce the Together
Newspaper.
All expressions of interest to be sent to
Together@additionalcurates.co.uk

South-East Canterbury, Chichester, Guildford, London, Portsmouth, Rochester, Southwark, Winchester
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St.Saviour & St.Peter,
Eastbourne

(Town centre. 5 mins from bus,
railway stn. and sea).

Sunday - 8am Said Mass
10.30am Solemn Mass.
Daily Mass.
Magnificent Victorian Church
by G.E.Street.
Further details from
Fr.Jeffery Gunn. 01 323 722317

visit our website: www.forwardinfaith.com

The Ascension
Lavender Hill, London SW11
Famous & flourishing ABC Parish,
in the Fulham Jurisdiction.
Inspiring liturgy with modern
rites, traditional ceremonial,
fervent preaching & good music.

Sundays:

High Mass at 1100.

All Saints, Eastchurch,

Holydays: Solemn Mass at 1930.

Isle of Sheppey.

Daily: Mass, (M1930; T0830;
W1930; T1000 ) Offices &
Confessions.

Sunday - 10am Parish Eucharist.
Thursday - 7.30pm
Said Eucharist.

Contact Fr.Chris Shipley

St. Peter on the East Cliff

The Durlocks, Folkestone CT19 6AL

Sunday
Low Mass at 8.00am;
Solemn Mass at 10.30am;
Evensong at 6.00pm followed by
Benediction once a month
Weekday Masses:
Tuesday 7.00pm
Thursday 12noon

Contact Father David Adlington
or Father David Goodburn SSC
01 303 254472

stpetersfolk@yahoo.co.uk
www.stpeterschurchfolkestone.org.uk

Holy Hour: W1830.
Rosary: S1130.

St.Mary the Virgin,
Kenton

01 795 880205

SOLW Cell organises pilgrimage,
social & fund-raising activities.

All Saints’ Church

Further details from the Parish Priest,
Father Iain Young, on 020 7228 5340

www.stmaryskenton.org

St.Michael and All Angels,

All services are broadcast on the web.

Durham Road, East Finchley, N2 9DP
Sunday

8.00 a.m. Low Mass
10.00 a.m. PARISH MASS
6.00 p.m. Vespers
6.30 p.m. Benediction

Normal Weekday Services

Tuesday to Friday – 10.00 a.m.
Saturday – 10.00am (Latin 1962)

Parish Priest: Fr Christopher Hardy
020 8883 9315

Poplar Walk, Croydon

Sunday - 8am Low Mass, 9.30
Family Mass, 11am High Mass,
3.30pm Evensong and
Benediction.
Daily Mass - Mon - Fri 12.30pm,
also Wed 7.30am. Sat 11.00am.

For current mass schedule,
see the mass rota and calendar at
www.allsaints-eastfinchley.org.uk

Vicar Fr.Ian Brothwood 020 8686 9343.

St.Luke,

South Wimbledon

Kingston-upon-Thames

11am Solemn Mass.

All Saints
Sunday

Sundays - 8am Low Mass
(BCP), 10.30am Sung Mass,
5pm Evensong . 3rd Sunday
- 9.30am Teddy Bear Service.
Weekdays - Tuesday &
Thursday - 9.00 Mass
(BCP), Wednesday - 7pm
Exposition, 8pm Mass. First
Saturday of the Month 11.15am Mass of Our Lady of
Walsingham.

Contact Fr.Michael Blackman

Tel. 020 8974 8079.

The Parish of

Contact Fr.Martin Hislop

www.stlukeskingston.org.uk

Holy Trinity,
Upper Brook Street, Winchester
A Forward in Faith Church under the
Episcopal care of the Bishop of
Richborough. A B & C Resolutions.

Sunday: Sung Mass
10.30am.,Weekday
Masses:
T.10.30am,Th. 12
noon.

Contact Canon M Jones SSC
01 962 869707, or 01 962
810223 (Parish Office), or
Churchwardens: Barbara
Smith 01 264 720887 or
John Purver 01 962 735938
e: enquiry@holytrinitywinchester.co.uk
www.holytrinitywinchester.co.uk

020 8542 2787

St. Saviour
Grand Drive, Raynes Park, SW20
Sunday - 9.30am Sung Eucharist,
4pm Evening Prayer.

Contact Fr.Michael Blackman

020 8542 2787

St. Dunstan with Holy Angels,
Cranford, West London

Home to Martin Travers' finest
work and the nearest Society and
FinF Parish to Heathrow Airport.

Sunday - 9.30am Solemn
Mass (Holy Angels) 11.15am
(St Dunstan's),
1st Sunday - 5.30pm Solemn
Evensong and Benediction (St.
Dunstan's). Weekday Masses:
Monday - 7pm,
Tuesday - 12 noon,
Wednesday - 10am,
Friday - 9.30am
(all in Holy Angels)
Saturday - 10am
(St. Dunstan's).
Rector: Fr.Michael Gill SSC

0208 897 8836.

www.saintdunstan.org.uk

Sunday - 10.30am Parish Mass.
Daily Mass - see website

Fr.Lewis 020 8907 2914.

All Saints Godshill
All Saints Godshill,
Isle of Wight

Traditional Language Mass
Sundays at 11:00 a.m.
and Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.
Church open for private devotions
daily from 9 to 5.
Chapel of St Alban, Ventnor

Traditional language
Mass Sundays and Wednesdays
at 9:30 a.m.

Holy Spirit
Fawcett Road, Southsea.

Sunday - 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 6.30pm Evening
Prayer & Benediction.
Daily Mass, times shown on
notice board or contact

Fr.Phillip Amey 023 9311 7159
www.holyspiritsouthsea.org.uk

All Saints, Twickenham
Parish Mass 10am Sunday,
with Sunday School and Creche.

ADVERTISE HERE
If you would like to
advertise in Together,
please contact
Mike Silver on
m.silver@breathe.com
or 01634 401611

Holy Trinity

Winchmore Hill, N21 3JF
Sunday
9am Mass, 10.30am
Sung Mass & Junior Church.
Weekday
Mass - 12 noon Tues to Fri.
Saturday
10am Mass.

For occasional services and enquiries
contact Fr Richard Bolton,
020 8364 1583
e-mail: rdeb2010@btinternet.com
www.holytrinitywinchmorehill.org

St.Andrew's,
Deal ABC, FinF

Sunday - 8am Low Mass BCP/EM,
10am High Mass, 6pm Solemn
Mass and Benediction.
Monday to Friday - 9am Matins,
9.30am Mass, 6pm Evensong.

Saturday - 8am Matins, 8.30am
Mass BCP/EM, 6pm Evensong.

First Saturday of month 11.30am Walsingham Cell - Mass
followed by the Rosary at 12
noon (replaces 8.30am Mass)

Contact Fr.Stephen
Young, Parish Priest or
Fr.Ian Shackleton on
01 304 381131

Midweek masses and other offices
as announced on the website.

Fr.Alex Lane 0208 894 3580
Website: allsaintstwickenham.co.uk
Live liturgy stream:
www.ustream.tv/channel/all-saints-twickenham

St.Mary the Virgin,
Littlehampton

Sunday - 8am Mass,
10am Parish Mass.
Contact Fr.Roger Caswell
on 01 903 724410

St George, Bickley BR1 2BE
(in easy reach of Bickley and Chislehurst stations)

Sunday 8am, and 10.30am
(with Sunday School, and monthly
Healing Service)
Tuesday 9.30am
Wednesday & Thursday 10am
Friday 9.30am and 6.30pm
Saturday 9.30am (with Rosary)
For more information contact Fr
Richard Norman SSC on
020 8295 6411.

Parish Church of

St.Cuthbert w St.Matthias
Philbeach Gdns., Earls Court SW5

Sunday
10am Family Mass,
11am Sung Mass.

Tuesday and Thursday 6.30pm Mass.
Saturday
10.30am Mass.

Contact: Father Paul Bagott

07711 405750 or 0207 370 3263,
email: frpaul@saintcuthbert.org

Follow us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/AllSaintsTwickenham

The Parish Church
of All Saints' Benhilton

All Saints Road, Sutton,
Surrey, SM1 3DA
Sunday - 8am Low Mass,
9.30am Solemn Mass.
Occasional Evening Services

For any further information, please
contact Fr Peter Harnden SSC
(020 8644 9070) or
Mr Stan Palmer, Churchwarden
(020 8330 7408)

MASS TIMES at
ST ALBAN’S HOLBORN
Sundays:
9.30 am Family Mass
11.00 am Solemn Mass
Weekdays:
Monday-Friday
Mass at 8.00 am and 1.10 pm
plus Thursdays at 6.30 pm,
St Alban’s is on Brooke St,
London EC1N 7RD.
Nearest tube: Chancery Lane

SS.Stephen and
Mark, Lewisham
(opposite Lewisham
Station and DLR).

Sunday - Mass 08.00, Parish
Mass 10.00. Weekdays: M
10.00, T 18.30, W 12.15, Th
10.00 F 12.15, S 10.00.
Priest in Charge:

Fr .Philip Corbett 02083189590

St. Agnes,
Kennington Park, St. Agnes Place, SE11.
ABC FiF (nearest tubes Oval or
Kennington on the Northern Line)

Sunday:

10.00 a.m. Solemn Mass.

Weekday Masses:

Mon to Fri 10.00 a.m.
Bible Study Wed 10.30 a.m.
Festivals See website:

saintagneskenningtonpark.co.uk
Vicar Fr. Paul Ensor 020 7820 8050

St. Luke the Evangelist

Virginia Road Gillingham ME7 1PB
Medway's Hidden Gem!

Sunday - 9.30am Matins (1662
BCP), 10.30am Parish Mass,
5.00pm Evensong & Benediction
(third Sunday)
For Weekday Services and other
information please visit our website:
www.fifparish.com/home/stlukesgillingham

Parish Priest - Father Paul
Matthias SSC 07976 594207

St Martin’s Ruislip
Saturdays 6pm Sung Vigil Mass
Sundays 8am Mass
9.15am Solemn Mass
11.15am Sung Mass
6.30pm Evening Prayer - first Sunday
of each month
During the summer school holidays
(26th July to 30th August) Sunday
masses at 8am and 10am.

Parish Priest: Fr Simon
Evans SSC 01895 633040
www.stmartins-ruislip.org

Together

St.Gabriel's
Fullbrook, Walsall ABC.

Walstead Road, Walsall, off
Junc.7 or 9 of M6.

Sunday

8am Mass, 10am Parish Mass,
4pm Evening Prayer, 5pm Evening
Mass. Daily Mass.
Parish Priest Fr.Mark McIntyre

01 922 622583

St.Luke's
Parliament Street, Derby

Sunday - 10.00am Parish
Mass, 6pm Evening Worship
as announced. Wednesday
9.15am Mass in the Chapel.
Contact Colin Lancaster
01 332 676567.

ST LAURENCE,
LONG EATON, DERBYSHIRE NG10 1LT
Sunday 9.30 am Sung Mass
6 pm Evensong & Benediction
(1st Sunday only)
Wednesday 10.00 am Mass
Friday 12 noon Mass

HOLY TRINITY,
ILKESTON, DERBYSHIRE DE7 8HP
Sunday 11.00 am Sung Mass
6 pm Evensong & Benediction
(3rd Sunday only)
& with Benediction (3rd Sunday)
Tuesday 9.30 am Mass
Thursday 7.00 pm Mass

Bishop Roger Jupp SSC
Parish Priest:

St.Giles-in-Reading
Southampton Street
(next to the Oracle).
Mediaeval Church,
Forward in Faith, ABC.

Sunday, 10.30am, Low Mass
6pm. Daily Mass.

Parish Priest Fr.David Harris
0118 957 2831.
Website: www.sgilesreading.org.uk

S. Peter’s London Docks,

London E1W

A Forward in Faith parish in the
Fulham Bishopric
A registered parish of the Society
of S. Wilfred & S. Hilda

Sunday 8am Mass. 10am
Solemn Mass
Daily Mass and Offices.
Contact: Father T E Jones SSC
020 7481 2985
www.stpeterslondondocks.org.uk

St.Anselm's Parish Church
Hatch End, Pinner
Sunday 8am Mass, 10am
Parish Mass, 6pm Benediction
(3rd Sunday).
Daily Mass Monday 6pm,
Tuesday & Wednesday
9.15am, Thursday 6pm,
Saturday 7.30am. Major
Feasts Sung Mass 8pm.

Contact
Fr.Clive Pearce: 0208 428 4111
Mobile 07710 900545

Redditch, Worcs

in the care of the Bishops of Ebbsfleet.
Society of St Wilfed & St Hilda.

St Luke’s

0115 930 5874

Caversham Road,
Kingstanding Birmingham B44

The Parish Church of

Website: www.vicaroftividale.co.uk

St Peter’s Crabbs Cross,

Daily Mass
contact Fr Mike or website

Assistant Priest (at Holy Trinity)

Fr. Martin Ennis SSC
01384 257888

St. Michael the Archangel,
Tividale Road
& Holy Cross, Ashleigh Road

Fr.Michael Fish SSC
01 743 244879.

Fr Peter Bolton CMP

0115 973 5168

Sunday Worship: Parish Mass 11am(SM)
Evening Mass 6pm (HC)

Oldbury, West Midlands

Sunday - Mass 10.30am.
For Festivals, Daily Mass
times or further
information contact

Sunday 8am Low Mass
10am Sung Mass
Second Sunday
10am Family Mass
Sunday evenings see website or
contact Fr Mike or website
Second Tuesday
7:30pm Mass of Healing

Sun 10:30 Parish Mass &
Children’s Club
Tues 10.00am Wed 7.00pm
Thur 7.00pm Sat 9.30am
followed by breakfast
Fr Barry Smart t: 0121 354 3281
http://www.saintlukeskingstanding.co.uk

Parish of Tividale,

All Saints with
St.Michael, Shrewsbury

St John the Evangelist,
Upper Church Lane, Tipton,
West Midlands DY4 9ND

Sunday Parish Mass & Sunshine
Club 9.30am

Friday
Stations of the Cross 12 noon
Fr Mike Bartlett SSC 01527 545709
website www.stpeterscrabbscross.co.uk

S. Paul’s, Hasland,
Chesterfield

Sunday - 9.45am Sung Mass
(1st Sunday - Family Mass).
Tuesday - 7.15pm Mass
(Benediction last in month).
Friday - Mass 12pm,

Saturday - Mass 8.30am.

East-Central Chelmsford Ely, Leicester, Lincoln, Norwich, St Edmundsbury and Ipswich, Peterborough, St Albans

West-Central Birmingham, Coventry, Derby, Hereford, Lichfield, Oxford, Worcester

THE CATHOLIC VOICE OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Holy Trinity, Hempton,
ABC, FiF (near Fakenham, Norfolk)
The Church on the Green.
Visit us on the way to
Walsingham.

Mass on Sundays and
Wednesdays at 10.00am.
Linked to the Shrine of OLW.

Parish Priest: Fr.Lockett
SSC 01 328 820030.

Skirbeck, Boston

St.Nicholas,

Sunday 9.30am Sung Mass.
Weekday Masses as displayed.

Parish Priest: Fr.Paul Noble
Tel.01 205 362734

St Barnabas Woodford Green
Snakes Lane East,
Woodford Green IG8 7HX
Daily Office - 9am & 6pm
Daily Mass - 9:30 am
Sunday Masses - 8am,
9:30am (Sung), 12noon
Sunday Evensong - 6:30pm
Saturday Confessions - 5pm

Vicar: Father William Obedoza SSC

0203 659 4023
0791 628 1227

Email:fatherobedoza@gmail.com

St.Michael, Thorpe-le-Soken,
Clacton-on-Sea.
Sunday - 11am Solemn Mass,
2nd Sunday - 5pm Vespers
and Benediction.

Daily Offices and Mass: see
www.fifparish.com/stjohntipton
Parish Priest:
Fr. Simon Sayer CMP
T: 0121 679 7510

S.James, Temple Normanton,
Chesterfield

St.Agatha, Sparkbrook &
St.Barnabas, Balsall Heath
Birmingham

Fr. Malcolm Ainscough SSC
Tel 01246 232486.
e: malcolmainsough@yahoo.com.
www.stpaulshasland.com

HOLIDAY WORSHIP in
WEST NORFOLK

St.John the Baptist,

SSWSH friendly!
A10 between Ely and Kings Lynn

Sundays: St.Barnabas (Ladypool Road
B12 8JU) 0900 Sung Mass, St.Agatha
(Stratford Road B11 1QT) 1100 Sung
Mass and Junior Church.
Secure parking.
Contact

0121 449 2790

website: saintagathas.org.uk

St.Luke's, Holbrooks,
Coventry
Sunday: 8am Mass,
10am Parish Mass
and Sunday School,
12 Noon Holy Baptism (3rd
Sunday in the Month).

Contact Fr.Kit Dunkley

024 7668 8604

St.Peter, Rickerscote,
Stafford
F in F, AB&C.
Sunday

Parish Mass 10.15am.
For further information contact
Fr.David Baker SSC
01 785 259656

Sunday - 11.30am Parish Mass.
Thursday - Mass 7.15pm
(Benediction 2nd in month).

Leamington Spa.

Parish under the Episcopal care
of the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. All
Resolutions passed.
Daily Mass. Sunday 9.30am Solemn
High Mass, 3.30pm The Rosary &
Benediction (1st Sunday).
Traditional catholic worship in a
friendly atmosphere.

For Daily Mass call Fr.Jeremy
Dowding SSC 01 255 861234
www.stmichaelsthorpe-lesoken.co.uk

Sunday - All Saints, Hilgay
9.00am Mass with hymns
St.Edmunds, Downham Market
10.30am Parish Eucharist

Fr James Mather ssc,
01 366 382187
www.saintedmund.org.uk

Parish Priest: Fr.David Lawson ssc

Tel: 01 926 422208

www.fifparish.com/stjohnleamington

SS Mary & Chad, Longton
Sunday Services - 10am
Solemn Mass, 12.00pm Holy
Baptism.

Weekday Masses - Monday
10am, Tuesday 6.30pm,
Wednesday 10am,
Thursday 11.30am followed
by Devotions at 12noon,
Friday 6.30pm. Confessions
by appointment.
Parish Office Tel 01 782 313142

ADVERTISE HERE
If you would like to
advertise in Together,
please contact
Mike Silver on
m.silver@breathe.com
or 01634 401611
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College of Readers
Patron. The Rt. Revd Norman Banks
Bishop of Richborough
Co-patron. The Rt. Revd Martyn Jarret

Membership of the
College of Readers is for you
If you are a Licensed Reader looking for study
opportunities, support and spiritual development.
If you accept the traditional understanding of the
apostolic ministry of bishops, priests and deacons.
If the answer to the questions is Yes
then your next step is to:
Visit our website www.college-of-readers.org.uk
Or contact Mrs M E Snape
Registrar/Treasurer of the College of Readers,
mary@college-of-readers.org.uk
Annual membership fee £15.00

In Christ alone

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song...
The words of Stuart Townend’s popular, modern Christian
song written in 2001 marry brilliantly with Keith Getty’s
stirring Irish melody. “Here in the love of Christ.../Here in
the death of Christ.../Here in the power of Christ I’ll
stand...”. It was sung at the enthronement of Justin Welby
as 105th Archbishop of Canterbury.

Perhaps it is the marriage of stirring words and stirring
tune that has made this modern hymn or worship song
(your choice of words may reveal an attitude!) an
Evangelical standard, and one sung in Catholic circles too,
but words that have not been without criticism or strong
comment. Indeed some Anglo-Catholics almost scream in
fury if it turns up in a Mass booklet! One verse in
particular stridently offends modern ears: “Till on that
cross as Jesus died,/the wrath of God was satisfied,/for
every sin on him was laid...”. Few, however, seem equally
offended by ‘O Sacred Head, sore wounded’, found in
many standard hymnals and an almost necessary
Passiontide accompaniment. One American Baptist
hymnal, Celebrating Grace, decided to recast the offending
line as “Till on that cross as Jesus died,/the love of God
was magnified”, in words that echo Bishop Tom Wright’s
Evangelical critique of the Townend’s words; he too would
have been happier with ‘the love of God was satisfied’
(though the Baptist version is a more felicitous, albeit
unauthorised change). However we recast Townend’s
lyrics, the sin of the world is still laid on this Crucified God
(to use the title of Moltmann’s book, perhaps a little
provocatively).

But why the strength of hatred? Notions of the wrath of
God are certainly there in Scripture Old and New, no
matter how we might want to airbrush it out. Occasionally
one hears ‘Substitutionary Atonement’ (this is what it’s all
about) described as an un-Catholic doctrine, as if there is
only one doctrine of the Atonement that holds water or

theological sway in the
Christian West (OK, it’s most
definitely not an Eastern
doctrine but nor is that one line
in the Creed most of us will be
using next Sunday). Certainly it
undergirds a doctrine of the
Atonement [‘penal substitution’ –
Christ penalised/punished in place
of a sinful humanity so satisfying the
demands of a just God so that he may
forgive sin] that is developed in the
Reformed tradition, but it may be argued
(Anglican Patristics scholar JND Kelly did so,
not without later criticism for so doing) that it
finds something of its origin in (apart from
Scripture) a number of the early Church Fathers
and in the work of one of Archbishop Welby’s
predecessors, Saint Anselm, all of whom have fairly
decent Catholic credentials. It also seems to finds a
place in our own Anglican formularies; who cannot
recognise it in those mangled remains of a Eucharistic
Prayer that the Book of Common Prayer (or even the
Interim Rite) Communion Service offers us? And it is
probably there in the Homilies too.

And all in all, one line (with a fairly Anglican pedigree of
Scripture and Tradition) cannot undo the rest of a hymn
that begins so uncompromisingly in its first verse: “What
heights of love, what depths of peace,/when fears are
stilled, when strivings cease!/My comforter, my all in
all,/here in the love of Christ I stand.” This is no loveless
transactional theology, whatever else this ‘wrath of God’
may be.
Presbyter Ignotus

PILGRIMAGE TO SHRINE
OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA
for priests and laity
Monday 9th - Monday 16th May 2016.
Led by the Bishop of Beverley,
Bishop Glyn Webster

4 7 days full board
4 includes breakfast
4 four course lunch/
four course dinner
4 plus - half day excursion to
Aljustrel, the Parish Church and
Cemetary and the "Commercial
Paramentaria" (BIG tat shop), full
day excursion to Obidos and seaside
resort of Nazare.

Schedule Flight from Heathrow
to Lisbon.
Cost to be confirmed (2015 price / £790)

Deposit £200.

Bookings close 31st December 2015.

Mancunia Booking Form and
Information from
Father C. Malcolm Gray. ssc
(Priest Director Ecumenical Friends of
Fatima Association )
Flat 7 Dulverton Hall, Esplanade,
Scarborough YO11 2AR
phone 01723 351 432
01723 340 107
mobile 07721 664 178

Valid Passport and Insurance coverage required
frcmg.upnorth@btinternet.com

Provisional Bookings for the
"Centenary" Pilgrimage 2017
Tuesday 9th May - Tuesday
16th May 2017, with a £200
deposit can now be made.

